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FEJLIALE SEMINARIES.

LADIES,
1HE Hittorical Bca.utles has a natural
claim on fome fhare of your patronage :
4t aims at the fame objeds with you, cs-
operates with all your labours in improving
and polifking our fex, is the affociate of
your wifhes, and facilitates their comple

tion. What approbation it déferves, were - - -

as unmeceffary for me to_folicit, as unhands
fome in you' to refufe. I have dome what
7 could, and you witl judge as you ought.

. From that imperfelion whick tarnifhes

every human prodution, mine pleads no
exenption; but has the lefs to fear, that

~ my readers are more or lefs confiions of

Similar infirmity ; and experience may have
daught them the equity and mecefity of -
Jhewing the fame meafire of lenity in my
cafe they may wifk in their own. -

To you it comes, with perfett confidence
¢n. your favourable or candid acceptance at
leafd - £ makes an humble tender of af-

A2 - fiftance,
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Siftlance, in difclofing, for the benefit of
your charming pupils, the pureft fources
of whatever is beft calculated for amufing
their fancies, thforming their underfland-
ings, and bettering their hearts. The nature
of the work-will fhew the clofe application
and extenfive reading it has coft me; and
" your acquaintance with the various authors-
Jfrom whom the fele&ion is made, may ena-
ble you to give me credit for my firic ad-
herence to correflnefs in every article ex-
traéied. ) :
Should the Hiftorical “Beauties receive
" from you the leaft degree of attention, or
gain admiffion into your elegant focieties,
the good intention with which it is pub-
lifked, leaves no doubt on my mind that it
. may be ufeful. In this hope, and with
my beft wifhes for its fuccefs and yoyrs, I
have the honour to be, 4 o
Ladies, :
- Your moft humble Servant,

M. P.




. PREFACE.

“ HE tafk of an author,” fays Doc-
[ tor Johnfon, “‘is either to teach
‘¢ what is not known, or to recommend
¢¢ known truths by his manner of adorn-
““ ing them; either to let new light up-
“ on the mind, and open new fcenes to
¢ the profpe@®, or vary the drefs and
¢ fituation of common objefls, fo as to
‘¢ give them freth grace, and more

“ powerful attraltions.” =~
This, however, can only be performed
in works of originality; and is all that
.can be expeéted even from the moft maf-
terly of thefe. The range of genius,
except, perhaps, in a few of the fciences,
feems to be pretty generally monopo-
lized by the writers of the claflic ages;
and little is left for us, but the glean-
ings of what yielded them fo plentiful
: A3 an
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an harveft. The following pages, though
profefledly extrafted from labours fanc-
tioned by -public approbation, are now,
for the firft time, applied to one fpecific
objeét of improvement, and meant to.
.operate in a new direftion. The idea
was fuggefted to my mind by alittle very
_popular work; Dodd's Beauties of Hif~
tory. Yet, as this was evidently written

for- the edification of his own fex, and

mine for that of ours, let me flatter nmy-
felf the' Hiflorical Beauties wilt not be
confidered as wholly deftitute of novelty ;

.. that its uniform aim is rather to amufe

and infirut, than agitate or furprife:.

- Of the advantages to be derived from:
am acquaintance with-hiftory, every per-
fon of a liberal education, and an en-
- lightened mind, muft be fenfible. " The
world at large has, indeed, been long.
convinced, that it expands the intelleéts
by anticipating the fources of . expe-

rience;
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rience; corre®s and inoderates our paf-
fions, by exemplifying the vatriops ex-.
cefles and ébliquities to which they are
liable ; and lays a foundation for the cul-
ture and exereife of every noble virtue
and honourable purfuit, by a fetiés of
moral painting i perfe& unifon with the
- original. And it muft be acknowledged,
all we perceive of human lifé, and the
manners of the world, is calculated to -
tesch us, that leffons of fueh an impeor-
tant tendency canhot be more indifpen-
fible to bne féx thdn ahothér. Poor, 1a-
deed, were our compenfation for fudy:
ing the beft ‘digefted hiftoties of aiicient
or moderni tithes, were the infefnation
they afford confined to the competitions
of nations, the treaties and alliances
of ¢courts, the projefs and politics of
princes, the improvement of tadtics, ‘thé
hotrers of battles, the havoek-of fitges;
the atchievements of heroifm, and the
bleC'ﬁnc,s of faétion. -Of all fuch {kock~
A4 ing
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ing fcenes and ocourrences our own ex~

perience may furnith enough to tear and-

harrow up our fouls, without fubje@ing
".us to the drudgery of traverfing the
world over, for what is {o habitually tran-
faéting at our very doors. But though
the prefent imperfe& condition of our
" natures renders thefe, in fome meafure,
infeparable from a faithful record of
truth, the fates that accompany them,
the caufes in which they originate, the
objefts to which they are dire@led, the
paffions, the talents, the charaers, the

virtues, and the vices, moft confpicuous .
in their accomplithment, are full of ufe- -

ful inftruétion, and lead to maxxms of
the foundeft wifdom.

It has been long ‘mitter of general

and fincere regret, that the exterior of
female education is cultivated but too

frequently at the expence of qualities
“more valuable; that- a fthowy outfide
' leaves
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leaves hardly any tafte for mental excel«
lence; and that reality is every where

avowedly facrificed to appearance. The

requifites for indulging this fathionable
propenfity, give young ladies, efpecially
while at {chool, no time for acquiring
the leaft idea of general hiftory, as they
enjoy no leifure for reading, or digefting
what little they may réad. To alleviate
this inconvenience, and prevent, as
much as poffible, its pernicious influence
on the feminine mind; thefe feleRions
from ancient and modern authors, of
eftablithed reputation and celebrity, are
publithed for their accommodation;
that, without intenfe application, or any
fuperfluous wafte of time, they may
have the advantage of an early acquain-
tance with fuch extraordinary charac-
ters in their own fex, as have either
adorned or difgraced the page of bio-
graphy. And while their young minds
are thus occupied in the honeft contem-
AS ' plation
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plation of great or good aétions, it be-
comes them very maturely to confider,
that they have it ftill in their power to
tmitate the virtues they admire, and
avaid the vices they abhor. ’



INTRODUCTION.

LADY Stanley was one of thofe ami-

able ehara&ers who confider the
parental duties of fuch high importance
as to demand a conftant and unwearied

- attention, and therefore the retired to a
fmall houfe withirr a few mifes of the
metropolis, and fpent her whole time in
the cultivation of her childrens’ minds,
and the improvement of their hearts.

Sir Edward Stanley had been appoint-
ed to an office of high importance n the
Eaft Indies; and not thinking it right
to hazard the health of his children, by
taking them to a climate generally un-
favourable to an Englith conftitution,
had left them under the care of “théir
_ excellent mother; who was anxious they

. fhould zequire thofe virtues, and excel
: . AG . in
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in thofe accomplithments, that would be
moft likely to attraé his affection.

Emily Stanley, at the time of Sir Ed-
ward’s departure, had juft entered her
fourteenth year; Charlotte, her. thir-
teenth; and Louifa, her eleventh. Their
difpofitions were naturally amiable; but
there was an indolence of mind, and a
diftafte to ftudy, in the two elder, which
frequently gave Lady Stanley the utmoft
uneafinefs. '

Ever anxious to promote their happi-
nefs, as well as improve their under-
ftandings, the endeavoured to render her
precepts both pleafing and inftruétive;
and, by the gentle fweetnefs of her
manner, made the path of knowledge
appear an enamelled mead rather than a
thorny defert. Although fhe was parti-
. cularly anxious her children fhould be
 perfectly. acquamted with both ancient
and
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and modern hiftory, yet they had hi-
therto perufed only that of England;
and their natural diflike to application
made her apprehenfive they would feel a
repugnance to the courfe of reading ne-
ceffary for them to purfue. This cir-
. cumftance induced her to feleét a variety
of anecdotes from the different authors
the had perufed, and form them into a
‘finall volume, that, by reading an ac-
count of abfiratted events, they might
feel defirous of. becoming acquainted
‘with the caufes which producéd them.

On the morning.of the new year, when
. the children entered Lady Stanley’sapart-
ment, fhe informed them fhe had been
preparing a prefent, which, fhe flattered
herfelf, would be more acceptable than
toys or trinkets; becaufe it would be an
additional proof to them of her affeion
for their perfons, and her folicitude to
promote the i unprovement of their minds.

¢ From
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~ “From this little work, my desr
girls,” faid that amiable woman, addref-
fing herfelf to ber daughters, ‘‘you will
have an oppertunity of drawing exatii~
ples for the regulation of your future
condu®; and likkewife be enabled to
form an opinion. of the different virtues
and vices which have embellithed or de~
formed the female charaéter beth in the
peft and prefent ages. - .

““ A thorough knowledge of hiflory
is .certainly ome of the moft effential
parts of a girl’s education, and I con-
fefs myfelf very anxious te infpire you
with a relith fov the fiudy of ¥; and if
you liave any ambition to render your-
feltves either pleafing or entertaining
companions, you muft endeavour to Rore
your minds with a fund. of ufeful know-
ledge; for that flippancy of converfa-
tton which flows from @ prating tongue,
and empty head, is dﬂ'guﬁma to a fenfi

ble,
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ble, and fahgumg to a ratiosal, com-
panion.

‘A young woman totally unzequaimt.-
ed with' hiffory muft of cousfe have her
tdeas bounded to the fpot where the re-
~ fides, and be incapable of deriving amy
advantage from a knowledge of the
manners and cuftoms of peopte wha m-
habit the different parts of the globe:
But the moft important point of view in
which hiftory appears fo effentially ne-
ceffary, arifes from the impreffion which
the perufal of great and amiable aétions .
. is fo peculiarly apt. to make upon the
youthful mind. Not that [ have merely
feleéted fach as appear wnder that de-
nomination ; for I theught that, by con-
trafting vice with. virtue, botiwould ap-
pear the more ftriking.

“1 have endeavoured to arrange my

charaéters upon the principle of a work
: which
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which was written by the late ingenious
Doétor Dodd, and which has met with
that univerfal applaufe it fo juftly me-
rits: and though I know myfelf incapa-
ble of acquiriug that degree of credit
he obtained, yet, if I have the fatisfac-
tion of infpiring my childrens’ breafts
with the love of virtue, it will be more

gratifying than the voice of fame, or

the found of ‘applaufe.”
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RELIGION.

. SENTIMENTS, .

“The fedr of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools defpife wifdom
and inftru%tion. - ’ Proverbs.
A great, a good, and a tight mind, is 2 kind of divinity lodged within us,
and may be the blefling of the flave as well as the prince. Seneca.
A good confcience is both the teftimony and reward of a good life,  Semeca

I SHALL commence my work, my beloved
children, by introducing to*your knowledge
fome of thofe charadters who have. rendered
themfelves c-ohfpicuous by the union of piety "
‘ B ~ and
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and morality, and whofe lives were fpent in the

performance of devotional exercifes, and in the

praice of benevolence to their fellow-creatures.
I have always endeavoured to convince you, that
piety towards God is the foundation of thofe
virtues which will make you eftimable in the

" eyes of men; and that to be void of it, evinces

a cold heart, deftitute of the beft affeGions’
which can grace a yoythful chara&ter. At your -

time of life it is natural for the heart fponta-
neoufly to rife into admiration at what is great,

glow with the love of what: is fair, and melt at

- the difcovery of tendernefs and goodnefs: and.

-where can any obje&t be found fo calculated to

kindle thofe affe@ions, as the Fither of the -

univerfe, and the Author of all you-r felicity ?

Untouched by gratitude, can you behold that

- profufion of good which his beneficent hand
pours around you? Unmoved by 1vex_1eration,
can you contemplate that grandeur and majefty
which his works every where difplay? Offer to

1 " God,
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_ God, therefore, the firft fruits of your affeions
and underftandings; and be aflured, that the
more you increafe in love to him, the more
you will increafe in happinefs, excellepce and '

honour.

T'he principles of piety and devotion has often

- been evinced at that early period of life, when

- it might have been fuppofed the infant heart was

incapable of fuch exalted fentiments: 4 ftriking

proof of the juftnefs of this obfervation is re-
corded in the hiftory of Lady Jane Gray.

Lady Jane Gray was eldeft daughter to the
Puke of Suffolk; a man whofe mind was too
much occupied by plans ‘of ambition to be ca-
pable of admitting fentiments of tendernefs.
In her earlieft childhood fhe was unaccuftomed
to receive thofe endearing carefles which are
calculated to attrad the affeion of a youthful
heart; and, inftead of confidering her father in

B2 , “the
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the light of a tender friend, the was compelled
to behold him as a rigid judge, who, inftead of
palliating the trifling errors of childhood, mag-
nified them into crimes, and condemhed them
with fcverity. This ill-judged rigour probably
might have been the firft incitement to that uni-
form piety which marked her future condudt;
for being withheld, by fear, from exprefling

the effufions of a fufceptible heart to her earthly .

parent, fhe fought confolation at the throne of
her heavenly one, and poured out her forrows to
him who healeth the ‘broken-hear,ted; ¢« and
raifeth \ip them whofe fpirits are caft down.”

When fhe was arrived-at an age to be informed
. of the ambitious views*of the Duke of Suffolk,
who taught her to- afpire to the poffefion of a
crown, inftead of being dazzled by the glaring
profpe&, fhe forefaw the dangers with which it
was furrounded; and though Edward had de-
clared her his fucceflor, yet the fuperiority of

his
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his fifter’s claim made her firenuoully refufe the
_ proffered dignity : and when her father, and the
Duke of Northumberland, (whofe fon fhe had
married, ) compelled her to accept it, the exprefled
her fears that fhe was committing an adtion that
would be difpleafing to heaven, and ‘ufurping
that to which another had a right.” But if her
humility and juftice was confpituoufly difplayed
in her manner of accepting an unwifhed-for
aignity, her fweetnefs and huniility were no lefs -
ftrikingly evinced in her manner of re(:ngning
it; for when fhe was informed that the body of
the people had declared for Mary, fhe exprefled
her fatisfation at being relieved from the bur-
dens of a crown, and rejoiced in the pro_fpé&
of being able .to devote her time to the fervice
of her Creator, and the improvement of her
mind. But, alas! thefe vifionary profpeéts of
future fcli_city were all fuddenly and unexpec.
tedly overclouded! The inhuman Mary, fancy-
ing herfelf infecure on the imperial feat whilft .
‘ B3  her
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her rival was in exiftence, fent an order for her
immediate imprifonment; and, loft to the voice
of tendernefs and humanity, decreed that Lady
"Jane and her unfortunate hufband: fhould both
perith together. o

It was at that dreadful period that the amiable
Lady Jane found the infpiring aid of that recti-
tude, which had been the rule of all her'aflions,
enable her to fupport with cheerfulnefs the ri-
gour of her deftiny, and meet her approaching
diffolution with calmnefs and refignation.

Previous to her execution, feveral Roman
Catholic priefts were fent to her by the Queen,
, to attempt converting her to that religion to
which fhe was fo bigotted a zealot; .but her
faith was eftablifhed upon too firm a bafis to be
fhaken by the crafts of priefthood, or the perfua-
fion of power; and fhe died a firm difciple to
the Chriftian faith,
T ‘ " Her
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Her perfon is defcribed by hiftorians as being
exquifitely lovely ; and her manners fo ftrikingly
engaging-,' as to attract the affe@ion of all thofe
who had the fatisfaltion of enjoying their in-
fluence. . Her temper was naturally grave, yet
blended with an uncommon fhare of ineffable
fweetnefs. She was completely miftrefs of the
Latin and Greek languages, and had made fome
proficiency in the Hebrew, when her inhuman
perfecutor decreed that her learning and virtues
frould perith together. The humility of her
mind could only be equalled by its liberality;
for fhe pardoned the greateft wrongs committed
* againft herfelf, though her heart was incapable
- of injuring others. In fhort, whether fhe is
viewed in the charalter of a daughter, a wife,
a queen, or a prifoner, fhe appears adorned with
fuch perfetions as muﬂ: command praife, and
defy cenfure,

B4 ) ¢ Virtue
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¢« Virtue (fays Seneca) is the only immortal
thing that belongs to mortality: it raifes the
mind above griefs, hopes, fears, or chances;
and makes us patiently fubmit to the decrees of

heaven.”

“The truth of this obfervation is fully exem-
.plified in the hiftory of a daughter of Sir
Thomas Afkew’s, whof¢ fufferings and perfes
~ cutions were of a nature to fhake the firmeft-
refolution, unlefs fupported by the principles of
virtue, and the aid of religion.

Anne Afkew had been origihally, educated in
the principles of the Roman Catholic perfuafion

o ‘but having been at an early age forced ito a

marriage contrary to her inclination, her mind
naturally acquired a2 tin&ure of ferioufnefs, and
the devoted many hours every day to the duties
of religion. When fhe attentively examined
into the principles upon which her faith was’

) foundec‘i,
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founded, fhe gradually became fenfible of the
errars that were conne@ed with it ; and abjuring
it altogether, became an entire convert to Chrif-
tianity. This circumftance was a pretence for
her hufband’s treating her with the moft barba-
rous cruelty, and refufing to fupport her in his
own houfe: he turned her out of, jt, and aban-
doned her to the miferies of the world, defence-
lefs, forlorn, and unproteGed! -

A woman reduced to fo wretched a ﬁtﬁation i
‘by the cruelty of him who ought to have fhielded
her from every kind of diftrefs, one would have
imaginéd had a claim upon the humanity of her
fellow-creatures; but, alas! that religion which
ought to have taught compaﬁibn’ for the unfor-
tunate, breathed only. oppreflion and perfecution ;
and her having abjured ber faith, was confidered
a crime of fo heinous a natufe, as demanded
the vengeance of all thofe who wifhed to pro--
mote the Roman Catholic perfuafion. She un-

BS | fortunately
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fortunately went to London (with a view of
fuing for a divorce) at a period when the fana-
tic zeal for the Roman Catholic religion was
raging with thé utmoft ardour, and became a
cloke for the moft unheard-of barbarities. The
partizans of her hufband were fufficiently power-

ful to controvert all the arguments the couldad-

duce in favour of her own condu&; and the
was not only arrefted, and thrown into prifon,
but treated.there with ftudied indignity, and
premeditated infolence. Yet fhe fubmitted to
the feverity of her fate with the moft cheerful
refignation; and, fuftained by that power who
arms the afllited thh fortitude, and the op--
preffed with patience, endured the moft exqui-
fite tortures that human imagination could in-
vent, rather than acknowledge herfelf the mem-
ber of a religion that was eflablifhed upon the
foundation of cruelty, and the bafis of oppref-
fion: When the moment arrived that deftined
her to fall a-vi@im to perfecution, fhe met her

fate
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fate with an heroifim that would have done honout
to the greateft general, and looked upon death
as the meffenger of peace, and the harbinger of
Selieity!

Thus you fee; my déar girls, that religion
'prepares the mind for encountering with forti-
tude the moft fevere ﬂxocks of adverfity ; nnd
thofe aflitions which appear to the wicked as
meflengers of the wrath of heaven, feem to the
good as merciful difpenfations, fent to mmké
trial of their fortitude, their faith, or their res
fignation.

Catherine Parr, wife of Henry the Eighth,
was a woman of the moft exemplary piefy,' and
refined morality. Amidft the gaiety and fplen- -
dour of a court, her ‘mind was occupied upon
the duties of religion; and the variety 4of her
corttpofitions prove that to-piety was united hu-
mility, and a perfe& reliancé wpon, the difpenfa-

B 6. tions
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tions of Providence. From her eatlieft infancy

her mind had been habituated to the pralice of
devotional exercifes; and though the frequency

of that praltice was one of the failings alledged

‘againft her (by the Bifhop of Winchefter) to the

King, yet, to preferve her life, the never re-
mitted any of her duties, believing that if fhe

Jorfaok ber God, he .would' alfo forfake her.

Catherine of Arragon, who was a former wife -
to Henry the Eighth, was alfo a woman of great
piety and uncommon. enidition; her education
had been fuch as to enable her not only to indulge
her tafte for literature, but to become an excel-
lent judge of the merits of thofe who trod in the
path of fcience, and fhe was - the univc;‘ﬁl pa-
tronnefs of legrned men. '

When the verfatility of her hufband’s difpofi-
tion induced him to fearch into remote caufes
for a pretence to annul his marriage; the argu~

" ments
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ments the ufed in fayour of its validity, are in
themfelves fufficient to mark the fuperiority of
her underftanding: but, admirable as it was, it
could not preferve her from finking under the
feverity of her misfortunes; and when fhe was
degraded from the dignity of a queen,.the re-
mainder of her life was fpent in the praice of
the moft rigid devotion, and in the ftriét obfer-
vance of thofe duties which fhe imagined would .
_ be moft acceptable to Heaven. :

From the inftances I have reprefented of the
powerful effect of Religion in enabling the

~ mind to fupport affli®ions, you are not to ima-
gine that it will only be neceffary to apply ta its
aid in the feafon of diftrefs; for tlge g'reater the
benefits are which you receive from Heaven,
the ftronger muft be your motives for the exer-
tion of your piety and gratitude to -the great
Author of them, who,' }'or all his mercies, re-
l quires
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tuires no-other return than that of a grateful and
. " prous beart, '

The fate Lord Burleigh (who was ofie of the
- ableft politicians of the age in whic;l; he lived)
ufed to fay, that he would never truft any man
whofe ations were not governed by the princi-
ples of religion; and alledged as a reafon, that
“thofe who were not true to God could never be

fo tomen.

Queen Elizabeth, who is univerfally allowed
to have been one of the greateft chara@ers that
ever fwayed the Britifh throne, not\only regu-.
larly devoted ‘a portion of each day to aéls of
picety, but compofed feveral treatifes on religious
fubjefts; and at the age of twelve years, the -
tranflated into Latin, French, ?nd Italian, a
book of prayers and meditations, which fhe
dedicated - to her father. vBefor_e fhe died, fhe
had the happinefs of fecing the Proteftant reli- .

gion
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gion eftablifhed throughout her kingdom; and
the rage for the Roman Catholic perfuafion,
* which had filled her predeceffor’s reign with
fuch cruelty and perfecution, was by her judi-

cious conduét entirely fubdued. o

Though Queen Elizabeth had the happinefs
of eftablithing the Proteftant religion in Eng-
land, yet Chriffianity was introduced inte it many
ages before her acceffion to the throne; for at
the time this kingdom was divided into an hep-
tarchy, Ethelbert, king of Kent, efpoufed
3enha, daughter of Carribert, king of Paris,
who had been educated in the Chriftian religion.
The fweetnefs of her manners, the fuperiority
of her underftanding, and the benevolence of
her heart, all confpired to give her an afcen-
dancy over Ethelbert’s mind: and attached, as
fhe was, to his perfon, it was natural for her to
exert her influence in a caufe wherein fhe con-

ceived his prefént peace, and futare felicity, was
) . fo
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fo entirely interwoven. As her own adions
were guided by the mild influence of that reli-
gion to which fhe was fo anxious her hufband
thould become a convert, her peffuaﬁve argu-
ments foon convinced him of its purity; and he
not only embraced the Chriftian faith himfelf,
but endeavoured to' eftablifh it throughout his
kingdom, :

Virtue has fometimes been imagined an here-
ditéry pofleffion, which, like an eftate, defcends
from generation to generation. Though you
will find, in the peru:fal of this work, that I
have controverted that idt;a, yet in the inftance I
am about to record it is fully exemplified. -

The uncommon care which the amiable Ber-
tha beftowed upon the education of her child,
and the advantages fhe derived from daily be-
holding inftances of her mother’s virtue, had fo
happy an effe® upon the mind of the young
Ethelburga,
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. Ethelburga, that fhe.not only endeavoured to
imitate the .bright example that was fet before
her, but, if poflible, to furpafs it. The fame
of her virtues, and the account of her exeme
plary condu&, extended to a diftant part of the
country; and Edwin, king of Northumberiand,
was attrated by the univerfal apblaufe. He aw
Ethelburga; admired and married her; -and, like

Ethelbert, king: of Kent, became a convert to
' the precepts of Chriftianity,

~ You muft now, my dear girls, view a far dife
ferent piGure to that which I have’ juft repre-
fented; and, inftead of beholding Chriftianity
adorned with that gentlenefs which its Divine
Teacher inculcated, you muft obferve religion.
difguifed in the veil of prieftcraft, and fuperfti-
tion eftablifhing her foundation in- bloodfhed
cruelty, and horror. :
' From.

AN )
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From having perufed the charalter of Lady
Jane Gray, the very name of Queen Mary muft
ftrike you with a fenfation of abhorrence. Your
knowledge of the Hiftory of England will al-
moft render it unneceffary for me to tell you
that the was daughter of Henry the Eighth, by
Catherine of Arragon, who was particularly

. careful of her education, and engaged. fome of
the moft able men of fhe-age for her inftructors 3
and, if psecept could have inculcated the prine
‘ciplesv of humanity, fhe would. not have been
‘regarded by pofterity as Chriftianity’s greateft
feourge. Her mind was naturally weak; and
aQting under the influence of craft and prieft.
hood, fhe sauthorized fuch atrocious als of
cruelty as would make even a f;wage_ nature
fhudder. During the three years that this per-
fecution of the Proteftant religion was carried on
with its infatiate violence, it is computed that no
Jefs than two hundred and feventy perfohs were
beught to the ftake for refufipg to acknowledge

the
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the Pope’s fupremacy;-and remaining firm to
the Proteftant faith ; and amongft that number
fifty-five were women, and four children! Upon -
how miftaken a principle muft that religion have
been founded, which was eftablifhed upon _the
lives of the unoffending, and upon the blood of
the inocent!

"Tendernefs and compaffionare generally allow-
ed to be the peculiar charaQeriftics of the‘female;
mind; but Mary is not a fingle exception to that
partial rule; for Ca.the_rine de Medici, widow
of Henry the Second of France, was her equal
in cruelty, though her fuperior in underftanding.

Upon the death of Henry, his fon Francis -
- afcended the throne; and as he was a prince of
very moderate abilities, he fubmitted entirely to
the dire&ion of his mother, whofe policy in
affairs of ftate, and ardour-in the caufe-of the
Roman Catholic religion, have ‘rendered her a

confpicuous
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confpicuous charalter in the French hiftory.
The Proteftants, during the reign of Francis,
were treated with all the feverity inquifitorial
malice could invent; but it.was in the reign of
his brother Charles that it was carried to the
utmoft extent of inhuman barbarifm. Cathe-
rine, ‘finding that all her attempts entirely to

.abolifh the Proteftant religion had proved inef-

feStual, fuggefted to her fon the inhuman idea

of having a general maffacre throughout his do-

minions of all thofe who profefled that perfua-
fion. The cruel propofal met with a favourable
reception, and orders were immediately fent to
the magifirates of the different provinces to have
it put in praQice. In Paris the confpiracy was
carried on with fuch a profound fedecy, that fiot -

. the fmalleft fufpicion was.entertained of the

inhuman defign. The eve of St. Bartholomew’s
day was pitched upon for this barbarous under-
taking, and the fignal for the commencement of
it was the tolling of a bell. The guards and

) : militia
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militia had been previoufly put under arms, and

the command given to the Duke of Guife. The

whole night, and part of the next day, was

fpent in this inhuman butchery; and in Paris,‘
and the; provinces, it is computed that upwards

of thirty thoufand fouls perifhed. So execrable

and bloody a defign, formed by a woman whom

the Proteftants had never provoked, is one of
thofe uncommon inftances of barbarifm which

requires-the utmoft confidence in the hiftorian’s

veracity to give credit to. But, alas! the diffe-

rent authors who have difgraced the page of hif-

tory by a relation of it, are too confiftent in the

. account of the fa&, to leave a doubt upon the

avind as to its authenticity!

I cannot, my dear girls, clofe a fe&ion which
“has fo interefting a fubjeét as religion for its
theme, without endeavouring to point ‘out the
" peculiar advantages which are likely to refilt
from the pradtice of it.

- You



’

22 "~ RELIGION.,

You are not to imagine, that when I exhort
you to be religious, I with &ou to become more
formal or folemn in your manners than others -
of the fame years, or expect you to become their
fupercilious reprovers. On the contrary, I ad-
mire the volatility that is attendant upon youth,
and would rather promote than leflen it: but the
fpirit of true religion breathes gcn_tlenéfs and af-
fability; it gives a native, unaffected eafe to the
behaviour; is kind, focial, and cheerful ; and vefy
different from that gloomy and illiberal fuperfti-
tion which clouds the brow, fharpens the tem«
per, and dejells the fpirits. It correéts and huma-
nizes conftitutional vices; and, above all, pro-

ducesan univerfal charity and love to all mankind.
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FILTIAL DUTIES.

SENTIMENTS.
- My fon, hear the infiructions of thy father, and forfa.kc not the law of. thy
mother.
Whofo loveth infrultion, loveth knowledge; but he that hateth reproofy is
foolith. - :
Even a child is known by his doirgs, whether his work is pure, or whether it
isright, : L . Proverbs.

IN the catalogue of human dutm, none have a

ftronger claim upon your attention than
thofe which I mean to make the fubjeét of this~
fection; for next to your Maker your parents

. i ’ ' are
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are entitled to your yeneration, gratitude, and
efteem. Yet, with all thefe claims upon their
. childrens’ affe@ion, how often has the unhappy
parent the mifery of finding pertnefs fubftituted
in the place of humility, arrogance in that of
depeﬁdence, and indifference in that of duty!
and, inftead of their children fubmitting with
docility to the e:;periejxcc of age, beholds them
vain thré)ugh ignorance, and prefumptuous

through folly!

Although, my beloved girls, I.am not fearful
of becoming one of thofe. unhappy. parents, yet
I cannot help cautioning you, againft a conta-
gious evil, which is the general fource of all
thofe calamities that are attendant upon‘the fea-
fon of youtix: I mean the degree of felf-conceit
which is ufually attached to that period of life.

. But it is moft peculiarly unfortunate that the age
" which ftands moft in need of advice, thould be
the moft prone to reje¢t it. In China, fo great

SN s
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is the veneration and réfpe& in which the paren-
‘tal charaler is ﬁeld, that an inftance of difputing
its authority is abfolutely unknown. And the
ancient Romans even gave parents a right over:
the lives of their children.

Mr. Addifon, in his SpeQator, has written an
excellent 'p'apér upon the fubje@ of filial refped,
wherein he paints parental folicitude in thofe
natural colours which cannot fail of touching '
every heart that is not loft to feelings of tender-
nefs, and fenfations of duty. But, as my memory
is ftored with many hiftorical fa&s, in which the
virtue of filial tendernefs, and the barbarifm of its -
deficiency, are both ftrongly exemplified, I fhall
relate them for your inftruion; convinced, at
the fame time, that your own hearts will incline
you to imitate the one, and abhor the other.

A Roman lady, of fome rank, was accufed

‘of a crime againft the ftate, for which the was

c tried,
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tried, and' condemned to fuffer death. The
keeper of the prifon, who was ordered to be her
executioner, not only felt a great degree of re-
pugnance to the office, 'but was abfolutely inca-
pable of performmg it; yet, aware that his own
_ life depended upon the difcharge of his duty,
he dared not attempt preferving her exilfence.
Thus circumftanced, the cruel idea (which yet
had compaflion for its foundation) occur}ed, of -
letting her remain without fuftenance, knowing
that fhe muft then die from want, and that he
- fhould efcape the pain of ‘becoming her execu-
tioner. A man in that fituation, who could
fhrink from the difcharge of his duty from mo-
- tives of humanity, it is natural to fuppofe, might
eafily be fubdued by tendernefs, and overcorie -
by perfuafion: and it is no wonder that he
yielded to the entreaties of the daughter, and
permitted her to vifit her unhappy mother ; :
though he was under the neceffity of fearching

her, to prevent her being the conveyer of any
kind
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kind of nourifhment. Several days' elapfed
without any ftriking alteration in the unfortu-
nate woman’s appearance: This circumftance
called forth the keeper’s aftonithment fo much,
. that he began to imagine the daughter had con-
trived fome means of eluding his vigilance, and
- therefore refolved to watch them when the daily
meeting took -place. .He did fo, and behgld a
fight that called forth his pity, and produced his
admiration. An affeCtionate daughter was pre-
fented to his view, lengthening out her parent’s
exiftence by that nourifhment nature had given
for the fupport of her own offspring, and endea-
vouring to avert the decrees of juttice by the
nutricious qualities of the .milk of tendernefs!
The humane keeper inftantly flew to her judges,
defcribed the: interefting feene he had beheld,
and had the happinefs of procyring a pardon for
the unfortunate offender. The fenate were fo
. ftruck with this inftance of amiable tendernefs,
that. they ordered a temple to be ere@ed to, filial
c2 o piety 3
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piefy on the fpot where the prifon ﬁoo,(i, and
both mother and daughter to be maintained at the

public expence.

A fimilar mﬁance to the one I have related is
recorded in the Grecian hiftory, with this fingle
difference, that Euphrafia (which was the name
. of the Grecian heroine) fuftained her father by
- the fame nourifhment which the amiable Roman

had fupported her mother.

At the fiege of Troy, when every perfon was
attempting to refcue their property from the
fury of the flames, /neas, the amiable fon of

. Anchifes, confidering an aged patent the greateft
treafure he poffefled, placed him upon. his
ﬂmuldcrs, and whilft others were bending un-
der the welght of their riches and poffeflions, he
triumphantly pafled the gates of the city, exul-
ting in the idea of. having preferved the life of
him to whem he was indebted for exiftence.

Many
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Many years ago mount Atna raged with fuch
dreadful violence, that it was apprehended’ all
the hamlets within its vicinity would be deftroyed
by the torrents of lava that it poured forth. .
The wretched inhabitants, terrified at the pro-
" fpe& of the approaching danger, fecured their -

little property, and fled from a fcene of fuch -

devaftation and horror. Amidif the number of
thofe who preferved their treafures, and efcaped

the threatened danger, were two brothers, whofe _
names were Anapias and Amphinomus; who,

inftead of attempting to fecure wealth, or pro-

te& property, thofe amiable youths thought only

. of preferving the lives of the authors of their

‘being ; and one taking their father, and the other '
their mother, on their fhoulders, fled with them
to a place of fafety.

Filial tendernefs is a fentiment fo ftrongly
implanted in the breafts of thofe whofe hearts
are particularly open-to impreffions of tender-

c3 ' nefs,.
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nefs, that even cruelty and unkindnefs has fome-
times been unable to eradicate it. A remarkable
inftance of the truth of this obfervation is re«

corded in the Roman hiﬁo;y..

T. Maulius had from his infancy been treated -
by his father with a degree of inhuman feverity ;
and when' he arrived at the age of manhood,
was even banithed from his prefence, without
. being confcious of Waving tommitted a fault.
During the period of h'is' eftrangement from his
patental abode, report whifpered that the tri-
bune of the people intended "profecuting his
father for illegal pralices. Forgetful of his "
own ' injuries, and folicitous to fave his.father
from the mifery of a public difgrace, he in-
ftantly flew to the tribune’s haufe, and foliciting
a private audience, prefented a dagger to the
‘breaft ‘of the aftonithed magiﬁrate,* and at the
fame time demanded him immediately to fwear
he would not profecute his father, or elfe ex-

, -  pedt
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pe& to receive the weapon in his own bofom.

" The tribune, unable to make any terms, and
ftruck with the heroic proof of filial affetion,
took the oath that was extorted,. and ever after
became the young man’s friend.

\

A gentleman of Sweden, who had for many
years-ﬁlled one of the higheft offices in the ftate
with credit and refpe&ability, was at length
accufed ‘of fuch illegal pradtices as demanded
public fcrutiny, and occafioned his condemna~
tion. His fon, a young man of nineteen, was
at that period abfent from Sweden, but being
informed of his father’s difgrace, and the pu-

. nithment that awaited him, he travelled poft,
until he arrived at the houfe of the magiftrate
-who had condemned his fatl:mer, and throwing
himfelf at his feet in an agony of grief, be-
fought him to accept bis life as a ranfom for his
father’s! The judge, ftruck with fuch a proof
.of filial tendernefs, immediately fent an account
) c4 . . of
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of it to the king, who inftantly ordered the
father to be pardoned, and a title of nobility to

. be conferred upon the fon. The humane jﬁdge,
pleafed at the opportunity of conferring happi-
nefs, went to the young man’s houfe, and, after
imparting the j|oyful intelligenice of his father’s
pardon, faluted him by the title the king had

. beftowed. - Grateful for the prefervation of a
life that was dearer than his own, the exalted
young man exprefled his joy in terms that
evinced its fincerity; but that. honour which
would have been fo flattering to a lefs noble
mind he modeftly declined, faying, he thought
it would be a means of perpetuating his fithcr’s
) dlfgrace, which he was anxious fhould be buried
in oblivion. This tincommon inftance of re- -
fined delicacy was fo pleafing to the king, that
he fent for him into his prefence, and beftowed
upon him the applaufe.he deferved, and made
him his confidential fecretary.

¢

A young
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_ A young Athenian, whofe name was Cimon,
" wvoluntarily furrendered himfelf a- prifoner to
redeem his father’s body for burial; who had.
died dufing the time of his confinement for
debt; aﬂd.though Athens was allowed to be the
encourager of arts, and the rewarder of noble .
actions, that filial fon was neglefted by the
ftate.. ’ . :

When Sir. Thomas M®re, the great lord
chancellor of England, was fent to the Tower
for oppofing Vthei'meafures of that tyrant Henry
the Eighth, his daughter, the amiable Mrs.
Roper, forced her way through the guards that
attended him, and throwing her arms round the
neck of her unhappy parent, broke out into
fuch agonizing expreffions of tendernefs and
forrow, as abfolutely produced: tears ' from the _
furrounding multitude: and when the fatal mo-
_ ment arrived that for ever robbed her of a father’s
love, her anguifh had nearly proved fatal to her
. c5 . exiftence.
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exiftence. By g:éat intereft fhe obtained per-
miffion to bury the body; but the head remained -
fourteen days upon London Bridge, and was
.with much difficulty then purchafed, and in-
clofed in a fmall leaden box, whjch fhe preferved
with the moft pious care, and when fhe died it
was buried in her arms.

The Countefs of Pembroke, whofe hxﬁory
has been recorded by a very able writer, has
rendered her name no lefs immortal by her filial
piety, than by her fuperior underftanding and

 exalted virtues, A remarkable inftance of her
attachment to her mother is related ‘by the au-
thor above alluded to,

» The laft parting which took place between
the countefs and her mother made fa ftrong an
impreflion upon her mind, that fhe had an ele-
" gant marble pillar raifed upon the fpot in coma
me;xxoration of it; and at he‘r' death left a certain

: ’ ' ' fum -
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fum of money to be pai;i'the poor of the parith
of Broﬁ‘ghton for ever on the anniverfary of that
g, o .

In the facred hiftory there is a very beautiful
defcription of a young woman’s duty and affec-
tion to her hufband’s mother, which met with
that reward that generally attends virtuous ac-
tions in this life, but which they are certain of
meeting with in the next. '

Naomi (which was the name of the mother)
had, by the feverity of a famine in Bethlehem,
been driven into a forexgn country with her
hufband and two fons, but had not long been
fettled there, when death deprived her of the "
affeion of a hufband, and the tender affiduity
of her children. One of the young _men. had
-married a beautiful girl, whofe name was Rﬁth,
who, upon the deith of her 'hu{band, devoted
her time to relieving the ‘cares, and foothing the

c6 . . affli¢tions, .
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" affli@ions, ‘of her mother-in-law ; and-when fhe
propofed returning into her own country, re-
folved to follow -her, thinking an old woman .
' incap#ble of undertaking fo long a journey
without fome one to fupport and prote& her.
It was in vain that Naomi endeavoured to dif-
" fuade the amiable Ruth from following the -
miferies of an unfortunate old ‘woman, for a~
fenfe of duty made her refolute; and the defire
of promoting’ her mother’s happinefs rendered
“her inflexible. When Naomi arrived in Beth-
lehem, fhe had the misfortune of ﬁEaring many.
of her relations were dead, and that the eftate
of her hufband was in the poflefion of a
firanger. . Thus miferably ﬁtuat:d, fhe was
obliged to depend. upon thé exertions of her
. amiable- daughter for the common fuftenance
nature rqquired. It ha‘ppenéd to be in the time
of harveft, and Ruth daily gleaned.in the fields
ef a man of fo}tune, who was a diftant relation
of her deceafed hufband. Boaz accidentally -
| faw
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faw her at this menial employment, and, charmed
with the native lovelinefs of her appearance,
made enquiries into her circumftances -and con-
_ne&ions; and the moment he was informed of
her tender behaviour to her aged mother, he was
fo ftruck with the delicacy of it, that he re-
folved to make her an offer of his hand; and

the amiable Ruth -had by that means the power -

of raifing the unfortunate Naomi from poverty,
and fupporting her in afluence.

If the a&ions which I have now related have
infpired your breafts with fenfations of pleafure‘,
thofe which I am going to record muft px"oduce~
an effe& directly contrary; and your minds will
be ftruck with horror at the relation of circume
ftances that difgrace human nature, and fhock
humanity. o

In the two hundred and twentieth year of
Rome, Tullia, the wife of Tarquin, and daugh-

, ter
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ter of Severus the king, hiad the inhumanity not
only to approve her hufband’s intentions of de-
throning her father, but ablolutely perfuaﬂed
him to embrue his hands,in his. blood. And
when Tarquin had bafely dragged him from the

regal feat, and affifted at his murder, fhe was

the firft to enter the forum, and falute her huf-
band by the title of king. Then mounting her
chariot in triumph, fhe defired to be driven to
her late father’s palace. In one of the ftreets,
through which the carriage pafled, the murde-
rers had left the body of the unfortunate king,
which the chariotteer perceiving, was ftruck

with horror at the fight, checked his horfes, and

was unable to proceed. ¢ Why do you not go
on?” cried the inhuman Tullia. ¢ What ftops
you?” ¢ The body of the king, your father,”
replied the man; ¢ which I muft drive over, if I
proceed.” ¢ Drive on, then,” fhe exclaimed in
a rage; ‘“and do not be afraid of a dead body
and fnatching up a flool that ftood at the bottom

of
5'7
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of the carriage, threw it at his head. The
coachman obeyed the order, and the wheels of
the éhariot'werc ftained with, her father’s blood |

Amidft the various xhisfortunes which Henry

~ the Fourth, emperor of Germany, had to en-

counter, none affe&t a feeling mind with more
tendernefs than thofe which he endured from the
turbulent and -ungovernable fpirit of his fon,
who was afterwards Henry the F ifth. That
young man not only refufed ‘all fubmiffion to .
parental authority, but abfolutely united with
his father’s enemies, and forced the fceptre from
the hands of one of the moft amiable princes |
that ever-fwayed it! .

- ’- \

The unfortunate emperor, reduced to the
moft abje&t ftate of poverty by the intrigues of
his fon, and the oppreflion of the pope, wrote

“to the former, imploring his permiffion to retire

to Liege, that he might no longer be éompell'ed ,
: to
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to wander about in fearch of a refting place in a
country that had once owned him for its lawful
fovereign, and where he once might have com-
manded any part of its pofleffions. This fup-
plicating epxﬁle was wholly unattended to, and
the unfortunate prince was rcduced to the utmoft
extremity of poverty and wretchednefs. In
this forlorn fituation he applied to the citizens
of Cologne for relief, who, compaﬂionating
- his mifery, inftantly raifed a body. of troops; in
order to enable him to re-inftate himfelf in his
dominions; but the unhappy prince, worn out
by the feverity of his misfortunes, was unable

to avail himfelf of -their friendly intentions

towards him. His fpirits forfook him, his -

health d?clined, and in the fifty-fixth year of
his age he fell a vi&im to the barbarifm of his
fon, - That inhuman murderer, loft to the fen-

timents of humanity, and dead to thofe of na-

ture, not contented with having fhorténed the

exiftence of his father, continued his perfecu-
. tions
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tions even beyond the grave; for when he was
informed thaf the emperor’s body had been in-
terred in an elegant fepulchre, he commanded
_ it to be dragged out, and thrown naked into an
epen vault, where it remained uncovered five

years.

When the Roman emperor Valerian, and his
amiable wife Mariniana, were made captives
by Sapor, king of Perfia, the inhuman cruelty
‘with which they were treated had fuch an affe&
upon the health and fpirits of the emprefs, that
death foon relieved her from captivity. When
the nobility went to pay their vifits of condolence
to Gallian, Valerian’s fon, who was left guar-
dian of the empire, he received them with the
utmoft unconcern; and, upbn exprefling their
regret for the misfortunes that had attended the
em]:;eror and emprefs, he replied, with perfect
coolnefs,‘ ¢ they were mortal, and therefore -
liable to misfortunes as well as others:” and,

: inftead
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inftead of takmg any pains to procure his fa-
ther’s deliverance, he pafled hlS days in riot, and

his nights in debauchery.

The emperor Nero had feveral times (but in
vain) attempted poifoning his mother Agrippina.
At length he refolved to have a veflel made with

" loofe planks, fupported by bolts, that were fo
contrived, as to be unfaftened at the pleafure of
thofe who would undertake the perpetration of
the inhuman plan he fuggefted. Vice, fup-
ported by -the aid of wealth and power, has
little difficulty in finding tools ready to execute
its defigns; and Nero eafily pérfuaded’ fome of
his affociates to aflit him in the inhuman plot.
The emprefs, unfufpicious of her fon’s inten-
tions, confented to go on board the veflel; the
fatal bolts were foon undrawn, and fhe was pre-
cipitated into the fea. At that moment a fhip
appeared, the captain of which perceiving her
fituation, fent out his boat, and faved her life.

- , . : " Her
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Her fon hearing of the failure of his diabolical
plan, inftantly became frantic with rage and dif-
appeintment, and, unable to difguife his feelings,
fent for Amicetus, an officer of the guards, and
commanded him immediately to .go and put his.
mother to death. The moment the unha;ppy
emf)refs‘ faw him enter the room attended by a
party of his foldiers, fhe fyfpected his inhuman
defign, ‘and pointing‘ to her ftomach, faid,
“Strike firft here; for it gave birth to a monfier.”
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FRATERNAL AND SISTERLY
LOVE.

T g

SENTIMENTS. T
We are all memben of one great body; and tendernefs, juftice, and equity, _
ought to be the foundation that fupports it.
- Human fociety refembles an arch of flone: altwould fall to the ground, if one
picco did not fupport the other,
Of all the felicities attached to human nature, that of a me and tender
friend(hip ranks the firft: it fweetens cares, difpels forrows, and is an antidote
againt the fevere® calamities, . Semeca.

"

TO ﬁrengthen the bonds of hature‘,_‘ and ce-
ment the ties of affeftion, I confider as
one of the ﬁrqngcﬁ duties a .parent‘has to per-

“form. How lovely and interefting a fight is it
' to
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to behold a family mutually endeavouring to
excel each other in the praltice of:tendernefs,

and in- a@s of affeCtion, participating in each .
others . joys, and leflening, by. kindnefs, each '
others forrows! The friendﬂxips of the world
are often formed upon the bafis of intereft, and
the ftru&ure of exi;e&ation: deftroy either, and
it falls to the ground. 'But the friendfhip which
exifts between brothers and fifters can have no
fuch degrading principle for its foundation: no
feparate intereft can weaken their attachment,
no difappointed hepe can leffen their tendernefs;
what promotes the happinefs of-one, increafes
that of the other and the forrows that gain ad-
mittance into the breaft of either, bear an equal

participation.

T(lius, my beloved children, ﬁnding yourfeh"es
linked together by the chain of nature, how
greatly does it behove you to ftrengthén the ten-

der bond, and, by mutual offices of kindnefs and
_affe&ion,
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affe@ion, render it invulnerable to the attacks
of the interefted, and the attempts of the artful!
I fhall now produce fome examples of thofe who,
by the praice of tendernefs and affecion, have
rendered their charaéters refpectable in the opi-:
" nion of pofterity; and of others who, from 2
“deficiency in thofe amiable qualities, have entail-
ed a difgrace upon their names, which time #tfelf
is unable to eradicate. »

When the emperor Theodofius afcended the |

regal throne, he was not of an age to take the
adminiftration of affairs into his own ‘hands;
but, inftead of appomtmg govcmors to dire&
the alltions of the youthful monarch, his fifter
Pulcheria (though but a few years older than
himfelf) was permitted not only to take the
chaige of the empire into her own hands, but
was confulted upon all ‘matters of importance
to the ftate. When Theodoﬁus was old enough
to take an aQive part in the govcmmcnt, he

-never
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never tranfated any bufinefs of moment without
the concurrence and advice of his fifter; .and all
_ hiftorians agree in afcribing the great qualities
which adorned his charaier to the prevailing in-
fluence of Pulcheria’s example.

"Eudofia, the daughter of Heraclitus, an Athe-
nian philofopher, was, by her father’s will, Teft
joint fharer of his eftate with her two brothers;
but, inftead of their fulfilling the defire of ‘their
deceafed pﬁrent, and endeavouring to confole
their fifter for the lofs fhe had fuftained, they not
honly treated her with ftudied negle& but refufed
her the fmalleft fhare of that property whlch

was by right her own.

Heraclitus had taken uncommon pains in his
daughter’s education; he had informed her un-
- derftanding, embellifhed ‘her mind, and réfined
her manners. Pofleffed of advantages far fupe-
rior to wcalth fhe left Athens, and going to
T Conﬁantmoplc,
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.Conﬁantinople, was introduced to Pulcheria,
the emperor’s fifter, to whom fhe related the

fituation of her affairs, and from whom fhe

folicited redrefs. Pulcheria, ftruck with the
‘ delicacy of her fentiments, and the polifh of

her mind, inftantly felt interefted in her affairs;
aind, upon a more intimate acquaintance, dif-
covered that the was poflefled of fuch admirable
qualifications, that fhe peﬁuaﬂed' Theodofius to
make her his wife. The moment her brothers
heard of this unexpe@ed turn in her affairs, they
trembled at thé recolleCtion of their paft con-
dud, and, dreading that vengeance they de-
ferved, left their eftate; and fled from Athens.
Eudofia, with a generofity that is always atten-
dant upon true greatnefs, felt the utmoft con-

cern at the terror fthe had unintentionally in-

fpired, and, after taking every means in her °

power to convince them of her tendem}afs, at
length prevailed with them to appear at Con-
ftantinople; and, after embracing them with

4 ) the
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the utmoft affe¢tion, raifed them to fome of the
firft employments about the court.

Anna Commena, .daughter to the emperor
Alexias, was indefatigable in her endeavours to
perfuade her father to appoint her hufband his
fucceffor, and exclude a brother who had al-
ways treated her with the moft unbounded af-
feGtion: but though the emperor loved her with
a tendernefs fhe did not merit, yet he could not.
be perfuaded to a& with injuftice to a fon who
had never offended him; and, at his death,
John was proclaimed emperor. That amiable
prince was informed, by fome of his courtiers,
of his fifter’s attempts to deprive him of the
empire; but his heart was too noble to harb;mr
refenﬁnent, or to retain a fenfe of injuries;
and, with a generofity that was truly admirable,
he not only avoided naming her former condué,
but loaded her with: favours that evinced his
affedtion: -but her heart was oo callous to be

) D “fubdued
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fubdued by kindnefs, and fhe adually headed 2
- confpiracy to dethrone him!

Upon the difcovery of this iniquitous plot,
the emperor immediately ordered her into con-
finement ; but, upon her writing him a peneten-
tial letter, and exprefling her contrition for her
paft condu&, he not only forgave her crime,
but reftored her to the poffeflion of his favour and

 affettion. -

A Portuguefe veflel having for many hours
encountered the fury of a violent.florm, at
iength ftruck upon a rock. ‘The love of life isa
-_natural impreffion ; and the hope of preferving -
it induced part of the crew to jump into the
boat: but their fituation was fo perilous when
they entered it, that they had not time to make
preparations for their future fupport ; and a few
bifcuits, and a little marmalade, was all the
fuftenance they fecured for nature. Five days

' they
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they encountered the fury of the elements, and
endured ' the prefling call of hunger; and as
their Iittle ftock of provifion was juft exhaufted,
they determined wupon throwing one’ of their
companions overboard, that his fhare of food
might be divided amongft the reft. The idea was
dreadful; but their fituation demanded. the fad
alternative, and a lot was to decide who was to
be. the unfortumate vi&im. It fell upon a mer-
‘chant who had a wife and feveral children that
depended upon his exertion for their fupport,
and who by his death would become deftitute of
the means of fubfiftence. The merchant had a
brother with him, a youth about eighteen years
of age, wha feeling for their diftrefs, and being
incipable of beholding a brother whom he
fondly loved fall a facrifice to neceflity, offered
his life to redeem one he thought more vahmble!
The merchant, ftruck with the youth’s genero--
fity, and finding his affetion increafed by the
proof he had given of it, ftrenuoufly refufed the

. p3 noble
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noble offer: but the young man painted in fuch
glowing colours the agonizing fenfations of his
- brother’s wife, and the mifery of his children,
that at length he was induced to iccept the of-
fered ranfom; and, after taking a moft tender
farewell of his brother, the gallant y<->uth was
precipitated’ into the fea! Whether the near ap-
proach of death was the means of endearing
life, or whether he’ repented having given fo
firong an inftance of fraternal love, I cannot
pretend to fay, but he fwam after the boat,
called to the rowers, and at length caught hold
of the rudder. One of the crew, whofe heart
was dead to humanity, and whofe breaft was a
firanger to compaffion, fnatched up a hatchet,
and aiming a blow at the extended arm, fevered
the arm from the body ! Agonized by torture,
yet defperate by defpair, the miferable youth
. purfued the veflel, and with his other hand at-
teméted to fave his life. The inhuman monfter,
who had ftruck one decifive blow, now aimed a

’ fecond,
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fecond, and with the fame fuccefs; and the hap-
. lefs youth was feen ftruggling againft the waves
with the ftumps of thofe unfortunate limbs his
barbarity had robbed him of. At that moving
. fpe&acle humanity fhuddered, and all the crew
endeavoured to fave his life. He was taken
into the veflel, the bleeding limbs bound up,
and each man offered his little fhare of food.
The rowers continued at their labour, and a few
hours after they were bleft with the fight of o
land. A Port.uguefe veflel foon appeared,-took -
them on board, and conveyed them to Lifbons
where the amiable young man’s wounds were
drefled, his filial piety applauded, and his perfon:
viewed with abfolute veneration!

Eumenes, an Afiatic monarch, being engaged:
in a war with the Perfians, and a report having
been fpread that he was killed, his brother -
Attalus, without enquiring into the truth of it,
afcended the throne, and married his brother’s

D3 wife;
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wife; but in a fhort time was informed Eumenes
was not ‘only alive, but returning viQorious to
take poffeflion of his kingdom. Alarmed at
this intelligence, and apprehenfive of q:nco{m-
terjng his brother’s refentment, he dreaded the
fight of a man whom he Kad injured: but the
generous Eumenes difcovered 1o fymptoms of
anger, when his brother, accompanied by all
the men of confequence, went out to meet him,
and congratulate him upon his fafety; and only
whifp&ed in his ear, that he fhould not have
married another man’s wife, before he had af-
fured himfelf her former hufband had been
dead. \

Cato, the Roman cenfor, was fo remarkably
attached to his brother Capes, that, from the -
carlieft days of childhood, he could never bear
to be feparated from him: and Plutarch, in -his
'life of that great man, obferves, that they were
fcarcely ever feen afunder: and when death de-

prived
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prived him of his loved companion, he felt the
blow as the greateft misfortune that could have
befallen him.

Titus, the Roman empero;', one of the greateft
men that ever adorned a throne, though he was
informed - that his brother Domitian had endea-
voured to perfuade the army to rebel againft
him, yet always treated him with the utmoft
tendernefs, and with tears of regret would often
folicit a return of that affection which he felt in
fo urbounded a -degree towards his unworthy
relation.

In the condu@ of Timoleon, a Corinthian
officer, you will find another charming inftance
of fraternal affetion. Timoleon and his bro-
ther were both engaged in the fame battle, and
the fortune of war was unfavourable to both.
Timoleon' received a dreadful wound, but, .
fmarting under the anguifh, had the misfortune:

54 ' to"
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to fee his brother fall! Unmindful of his own
torture, he flew to the fpot, and beheld a fight
that called forth all his tendernefs; a brother,
whom he fondly’ loved, ftretched bleeding on the
ground, and no longer fenfible of his forrow,

or capable of returning his unbounded affeion!
- Inftantly. he fpread his fhield over the: lifelefs
form, and, dead to a fcene of his own fufferings,
prote&ed it from infult and plunder, until fome
of his friends appeared, who, ftruck with the
greatnefs of the ation, carried the body from
the field, and then fupported the amiable Timo-
leon to his tent.

Thefe inftances of brotherly love, which
have been related by fome of the abieﬁ hiftorians,
are fufficiently numerous to convince you that
fraternal affeGtion adds luftre to the greateft
- charaQers, and that the virfuous have always
confidered the ties of confanguinity as demands -
upon affection, and claims upon_ gender‘nefs;

’ but
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but it has always been found, that great virtues,
and great vices, ‘have embellithed and deformed
each ﬁiccceding age; and [ fhall now prefent to
your view a few chara&ers that come under the
defcription of the latter. - You will now behold
affection facrificed to intereft, tendernefs fup-
planted by envy, and cruelty fubftituted in the
place of benevolence.

I fhal l:;egin with a ftory from the facred wri-
tings, which, though it muft frequently have
met your eye, poffibly lmight not have made a
deep impreflion on your— minds. ’

Jofeph, the youngeft but one of Jacob’s
twelve fons, was endowed by nature with a-fu;
periority of underftanding, and a fweetnefs of
difpofition, that enfured him the love and efteem
of all his friends. The filial refpect he paid his
aged father, and the tender. folicitude he con-
ftantly evinced for his happinefs, naturally im-

E D§ prefled
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prefled the old man’s heart with a greater de.
gree of tendernefs towards him than his other
c}‘ﬁldren; ‘and, defirous of evincing this favour-
able impreflion, he bought him a very beautiful
variegated coat, (which in thofe days was
-thought fathionable,) without purchafing his
other fons one .like it. This circumftance,
united to "~ fome extraordin;i-y dreams, which
feemed to foretel Jofeph’s future greatnefs, in-
fpired his brothers with fuch a malevolent hatred
againft him, that they refolved to become his
murderers. Howevér, one of them, who poi-
fefled more humanity than the réﬁ, diffuaded
- them from this barbarous defign; and, inftead
of murdering hjm, they fold him for a-ﬂave to
fome merchants who lived in a diﬁaﬁt country.
. But, as the favour of heaven always attends
thofe who merit it, Jofeph was, by the hand of
Providence, raifed from the degrading fituation
of 3 flave to be the governor of Egy;;t 3 and in
that flation, inftead of punifhing his brothers

« for
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for their inhuman condu@, he treated them with
the greateft kindnefs, fent for them into Egypt,
and gave them fome of the moft valuable eftates
in that country. ) )

Boleflaus, king of Polénd, was one of thofe
unfortunate chara&ers ‘who fuffer their paffions
to,acquire an afcendency over their l;rinciples;
and, upon his brother Staniflaus, bithop of
Cracovia, venturing to admonith him upon the.
impropriety of his conduc, he gave way to one
of his paroxyfms of fury, in which he termi-
nated his brother’s exiftence; but being unable
to fupport the torture of refle&tion, and the:
pangs of remorfe, he foon after became a felf-
murderer, |

. Amidft the numberlefs a&s of inhumanity
that difgraced the charalter of Queen Mary, that
to her fifter Elizabeth is a ftriking proof of the
innate cruelty of her difpofition. Wholly for-

D6 getful
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getful of the relationfhip between them, fhe was
not fatisfied with having her treated with info-
lence and fcorn during her imprifonment, (for
no fault,) but a¢tually withed to find a pretence
for taking away her life; and had not her huf-
band infifted upon her fifter’s enlargement, in all

probabnhty fhe would have accomphfhed her de-
teftable defign.
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ON THE ADVANTAGES OF A
GOOD EDUCATION.

SENTIMENTS.
1f the mind is well cultivated, it pmdncs a ftore of fruits if nezle&:d, itis
over-run with weeds. *
A wife man carries all his treafure within himfelf, What Fertunc givu, fhe
may take away : but a wife man does not depend upon her mercy, and is there-
fore beyond her reach, . ' . Seneca.

HERE are many prejudices entertained
againft the chara&er of a learned lady; and,
perhaps, if all ladies were profoundly learned,
many inconveniencies might arife from it. But
it
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it does not appear to me that a woman will be
rendered lefs acceptable in the world, or worfe
qualified to perform any part of her duty in it,
by having 'cmployed her time from fix to fixteen
in the cultivation of her underftanding. The
literary education of women ought indifputably
to be varied according to their fortunes and ex-
peQations. Much refinement, and too great
tafte for reading, will injure her whofe time,
from prudential motives, muft be engrofled by
economy. Few women are indeed entirely ex-
empted from domeftic cares; yet the opulent
and unmarried have many intervals which ought
" to be devoted to improvement; and wherever a
young lady of fortune appears to poffefs a genius
and inclination for. learned purfuits, the ought
to be permitted to indulge it: for the mind of
a female is certainly as capable of acquiring
knowledge as that of the other fex; and the-
inftances which I fhall infert will pofibly prove
the validity of this opinion, and will be fuffi-

' cient
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cient to confute thofe authors who have taken fo
much pains to depreciate the capability of a fe-
male underflanding. But if an enlightened mind
muft confequently be a conceited one, I fhould
be a ftrenuous advogate for your remaining in
ignmme.' Or fhould I, by endeavouring to
§mprove your underftandings, attra® your incli-
nations from the performance of thofe duties
which are peculiarly attached to a female
ftation, I fhould then have reafon to lament my
having beftowed the culture, and prefer a barren
rock to a flowing mead. But as I dread no
fuch melancholy effe& from the improvement of
your minds, and flatter myfelf I am laying a
foundation for virtue, 1 fhall perfevere in the .
courfe I have began, and prefent to your view
fome examples of female chara@ers, where hu-
miliéy is attached to greatnefs, gentlénefs to re-
finement, and genuine piety to fcientific know-
ledge.
: - Calphurnia,
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Calphurnia, the wife of Julius Cefar, was at

once the obje& of his love and admiration. Her

wit amufed, her underftanding charmed, and her
fweetnefs captivated the conqueror of the world,
Her mind had been cultivated with the niceft
care, and her manners were formed upon the
moft perfet model. Anxious to promote the
.happinefs of her people, fhe in fa& became their

idol; and it is difficult to fay.whether the was

moft venerated, loved, or efteemed!

Plautina, wife to the emperor T'rajan, was
as much celebrated for the fweetnefs of her
manners, as fhe was for the folidity of her
judgment, and the refinement of her underftand-
ing; and fo thoroughly was the emperor ac-
quainted with the capability of her intellectual
powers, that he always confulted her upon

affairs of importance: yet this flattering compli- -

ment to her abilities necither filled her with
pride, or puffed her up with prefumption; for
her
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her humility was equal to her penetration, and
her affability to her judgment : and fo great was
the afcendency fhe obtained over the émperor,
that hiftorians afcribe many of his noble ads to
the influence of her virtues.

Agrippina, wife of Germanicus, was 2 woman
in whom' were united great talents, exalted vir-
tues, and refined delicacy. Her perfe&tions were
founded on an innate pﬁnciplc of 'virtue, which
withftood the pernicious effeéts of bad example ;
for her mother’s charalter was as much dif:
graced by cenfure, as her own was adorned’
with praife,

The Tartarian hiftorians who are loudeft in
the praife of Tarmujin’s virtues, unanimoufly
afcribe them to his mother’s influence. The
tender age.of that young prince at the death of
his father, induced feveral of his tribes to place

themfelves under the proteion of more expe-
rienced
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rienced chiefs; but by the able condu& of his
furviving parent, they were foon recalled to a
fenfe of duty; and thofe who were deaf to the
voice of perfuafion, were compelled by the aid
of force; for the young prince, by the advice
of his mother, affembled his army, colleted
his forces, and, headed by his female general,
eafily conquered thofe who had been difaf-
fected.

Amidft the various failings that difgraced the
charater of Henry the Eighth, that of inatten-
“tion to his childrens’ education was certainly not
one of the number; and the Princefs Elizabeth

was known to have been put under the tuition

of fome of the moft learned men of the age in,
which fhe lived. Her abilities were of that
tranfcendent kind, as rather to aftonifh than to
conciliate; and we find more to admire than tor
love in her charater.

’ - Sir

[y
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Sir Thomas Moore, Lord Chancellor of Eng-~
land, whofe name I have before had occafion to
mention, beftowed not only a libera], but a
learned, education upon his three daughters;
and they were all completely verfed both in the
Latin and Greek languagés; yet 1 never heard
thofe "acquirements gave .them a difrelifh for
domeftic occupations; on the comrary; their
biographer reprefents them as dutiful daughters,
affe@ionate fifters, tender wives, and amiable
friends. -

The fixtoenth century has been agreed by ali:
authors to have been peculiarly diftinguithed by
female excellence: It was at that period as
much the fathion for men of fortune to give
their daughters a learned education, as it is now
the tafle to give them a poiite one : and amongft
the number of thefe who might pride them-
felves upon their childrens’ abilities, was Sir
Anthony Cooke, one of the learned tutors to

. ] King
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King Edward the Sixth, who not only engaged

the moft able mafters of the age to inftru& his °

children in the learned languages, but devoted
all his leifure hours to their advantage and im-
provement. The eldeft, who afterﬁards mar-
ried Lord Burleigh, was fo great a proficient in
the Greek language, that the wrote a moft ele-
éa.nt letter in it upon prefenting a Hebrew bible
to the public library at Cambridge. His fecond
daughter was united to Sir Nicholas Bacon,
.and, if poffible, tranfcended her fifter both in
virtue and abilities; and to the afcendency of
her example, and the efficacy of her precepts,
hiftorians have afcribed the brilliant qualities
that adorned her fons. His third daughter, who
had a natural tafte for poetry, as well as fcience,
was married to Lord John Ruflell; and equally
proves that an attention to ftudy does not unfit
the mind for the more important duties of life;
for Lady Ruffel was an excellent wife, a tender
mother, and a fincere friend.

Although
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Although education is allowed to have a moft
powerful influence on the youthful mind, yet
there have been inftances where the depravity of
nature, and the force. of appetite, have predo-
minated over the moft virtuous education; and
where an innate propenfity to vice has defied
the power of precept, and the influence of
example.

Auguftus Czfar was one of the m\oﬁ affec-
tionate, and, at the fame time, the moft falici-
tous of fathers; and to have heard his daughter
applauded for her virtues, or praifed for her
abilities, would have been one of the moft gra-
tifying founds that could have reached his ear.
But though Julia was educated with all the de-
licacy and refinement a parent’s care cduld_fug-
geft, an innate principle of depravity prevented
her reaping any advantage from his inftrucions ;
and her condu at length became fo publicly
notorious, that he was forced to banith her to

the
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the ifland of Pandeteria, where fhe languithed
feveral years the miferable vi¢tim of uncoriquered
vice and illicit paffion.

Olympia, wife of Philip, king of Macedon,
had been educated by her parents with the
greateft care, and the fondeft folicitude; but,
inftead of her difpofition being foftened, and
her hature humanized, by the enlargement of
her underftanding, it féemed only to have taught
her the method of refining upon cruelty, and

_ varying the art of barbarity. Not fatisfied with

employing agents to accomplith her barbarous
defigns, fhe inhumanly chofe to witnefs the
execution of them; and would frequently pro-
portiomate the tortures fhe infliG®ed to her opi-
nion of the fufferer’s abiiity to bear them; that,
by lengthening out their miferable exiftence,
the might have the gratification of beholding 2
repetition of their agonies. She was herfelf
the murderefs of two of her hufband’s children,

4 ‘ : one
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one of whom fled for thelter from her fury into
the anns of its unhappy mother: but the facred
repofitory was not able to arreft her inhuman
band, or fave the wretched vi&im of her refent-
ment. The dreadful blow was ftruck, although
the diftralted parent offered her life to fave that
of her child! :

Irene, emprefs of Conﬁantihople, thougﬁ the
had not had a learned education, yet had re.
ceived fuch a one as would have fitted her for
the exalted ftation fhe was deftined to fill, had
not the propenfities of an over-bearing fpirit °
counteracted all the attempts of her parents to
_render her an amiable chara&ter. Though fhe
had always been treated ‘with gentlenefs and
kindnefs .by her mother, yet, when fhe bore
that endearing name, her breaft was a total
firanger to all thofe tender fenfations that are
ufually conne&ed with it; and, inftead of treat-
ing her fon Porphyrogenitus with that gentlenefé

, which

-,
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which would have enfured his affe@ion, fhe
adopted a mode of feverity which was- rather"
calculated to infpire his hatred. As the empe-
ror died when his fon was only ten years old,
Irene took the adminiftration of public affairs
into her own hands; and, delighted at the ho- -
mage fhe received in that ﬁtuation, refufed to
relinquifh it when her fon was old enough to
affume it himfelf; and, upon difcovering that
- he was endeavouring to form a party of his
own, fhe a&ually' chaftifed him with her own
hands, and confined him to his apartment. She
then compelled him to marry a woman of low
origin, although he was tenderly attached to a
princefs to whom he had long been betrothed.
At length, finding that the army murmured
againft her authority, and were only inclined to
acknowledge Porphyrogenitus for their fove-
‘reign, fhe procured fome affaffins to inhumanly
* murder the young prince as he was returning to
Conftantinople unattended by his guards. _

An
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An inhuman parent is certainly the greateft
monfter in the creation, and is an abfolute con.
tradition to the very law .of nature, which
even -infpires the brutes with fenfations of
love and tendernefs for their offspring. Yet
hiftory has handed down to pofterity a few in~
ftances of fuch degeneracy, to prove how com.’
pletely depraved human nature can be, when
left to the dominion of its own paffions, and
the entire guidanceﬂo'f its vicious propen«
fities, ‘

Cleopatra, widow of Demetrius,. king of
Syria, having aflumed the reins of government
during the minority of her fon Sélcucus, was fo
exafperated with him fot attempting to diminith
her authority, by taking them into his own
hands, that, in a fit of rage and fury, fhe
plunged a dagger into his bofom, ta fecure her-
felf the continuance of her power.

- B : Po_lydc‘&us,
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l”tﬂy‘de&usr king of Sparta, not knowxng
that his queen was pregnant, ordained that his
brother Lycurgus fhould become his fucceflor,
The queen, who had long felt 2 criminal at.
tachment to that great lawgi\vei; upon the
" death of her hufband, informed him of hes
fituation, offering to kill the child, if he would
confent to marry her.’ Lycurgus, fhocked at
this proof of parental inhumanity, yet fearful of
offeinding a woman capable of it, difguifed his
‘real intentions, and amufed her with profeffions
* of his regard until the birth of the child, when
taking it from its cruel mother, he prefented it
to the nobles as their future kmg, and refigned
hxs claun to that title.

I have mentioned thefe mﬁances of paremd
saroarity, to prove the neceflity there is for en-
deavouring to- fubdue the paffions, and to form
the principles; fof if parents can be forgetful
of the duties they owe their children, how much

" more

1
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more likely is it that children fhould become
fofgetﬁxl of the duty they owe their parents!
But human nature is compofed of fuch fragile
materials,” that the moft cautious condu& cannot
preferve it free from blemithes; and fo prone is
it to error, and fo liable to failing, that it is
impoffible td attain perfeltion: yet, where the
paflions are under the guidance of priﬂpiplc,
and a virtuous intention infpires the conduct,
vice can never find admiffion into the heart, nor
depravity corrupt it by its baneful inﬂucrllce.
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FORTITUDE.

SENTIMENTS.
‘To know how to fupport adverfity, is to tlefem profperity. AfliQions e
fent for the exercife of virtue .
‘We are all furrounded and befet with evlh, ndnlheynnnotbe avoided,
the mind ought to be prepared for encounteripg them, . Senacss

\HERE are many things that are termed
T evils, which often turn out to the advan-
tage of thofe that fuffer them; but as they are
appointments of heaven, they ought always to

be
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be fupported with refignation and fortitude.
Life has ever been confidered as a ftate of un-
certainty, full of - viciflitudes, anxieties, and
fears. The faireft profpe@s may be fuddenly
overfhadowed, and the brighteft funfhine ob-
fcured by clouds of darknefs.

As you are placed in a flate fo full of variety,
and as pleafure is allowed to be fo tranfitory,
how neceffary is it that you fhould endeavour to
arm yourfelves againft the approaches of misfor-
tune, that you may rife fuperior to its attacks!
* A virtuous mind, ftruggling with affliction, has
refources in itfelf, which the vicious are unac-
quainted with; and fupports which they camn
never expe& to receive. In profperity they
negle& their Maker, and in adverfity they dare
not hope for his affiftance; they therefore fink
under calamity, and tremble at the approach of
diftrefs, :

E3 Thofe
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Thofe writers who have withed to exalt the
abilities of their own fex, by depreciating the
mental faculties of ours, have endeavoured to
prove, that the female mind is neither calcu-
lated for fuftaining misfortunes with refignation,
or calamities with fortitude; imagining there
muft be a natural conne@ion between delicacy
of body and weaknefs of mind. Though foft-

-nefs and fenfibility are’certainly the charaGe-
riftics of our fex, yet thofe amiable qualities
are often upited with a firmnefs to endure, and
a capability to fuBsin, the greateft hardfhipe ¢
and hiftory records many inftances wherein fe-

" minine fortitude has not only learned to endure

calamity, but to defpife exiftence; of which
the following are ftriking examples.

In ‘the reign of Claudius, the Roman empe-

_ ror,. Arria, wife of ‘Czcinna Peetus, was an
illuftrious pattern of magnanimity and cenjugal
sfféCtion. It happened that her hufband, and

| o only
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only fon, were both attacked with a violent and
dangerous 4indifpoﬁtion. The young man was
endowed with every quality of mind and perfon
that could endear him to a parent’s heart, and
render his lofs one of the fevereft misfortunes it
could fuftain : but the unhappy mother was not
only doomed to encounter it, but compelled to
wear a finiling countenance when her heart was
lal;Ouring under the moft aéonizing afili&tion;
for had Pastus known the calamity that had be-
fallen him, in all probability it would have been
" fatal to his own exiftence; and whcnever he
enqmred after the fituation of his. fon, fhe en-
deavoured to quiet his anxnety by the pious de-
ception of faying he was better; lthough, upon
thofe occafions, the was always obliged to find
fome pretence for leaving the apartment, to
hide her emotions, and difguife her tears; and
‘would then return with a countenance compofed
by refignation, and 2 mind fupported by forti-
tude !’ ‘

. E 4 ‘ Some
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Some time after the misfortune of having loft
his fon, Pcetus was apprehended for having
efpoufed the caufe of Camillus Scribeninanus,
- governor of Dalmatia, who had raifed an army

with an intent of depofing the emperor. When
the guards were going to condu& him from
Dalmatia to Rome, Arria befo;lght their permife
fion to be admitted into the fame ﬂlip; and,
upon their inhumanly refufing her réqueﬂ:, the .
" hired a fmall fithing boat, and, unmindful of
the danger that attended the undertaking, boldly-
" wentured to follow the fhip, and then obtained
the emperor’s permiffion to accompany the
objeét of her affeltion to the dreary dungebn
that was prepared for him, where, by a&s of i

‘tendernefs, and proofs of affettion, the endea-

voured to make him forget his misfortunes.
Wehether it was the tendernefs that Peetus bore
to the amiable Arria, or that death by the hand
of an executioner appeared armed with an in-
creafe -of terrors, I cannot pretend to fay, but

his

-
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this mind funk under his misfortunes; and all the
exertions of Arria, to raife and fupport it,
proved ineffeGtual. The day before that fixed
for his execution, fhe endeavoured to perfuade
him to fave himfelf the mifery of a public dif-
grace, by a voluntary extin&tion of his own
exiftence; but, finding her arguments fail, and
that her hufband’s refolution was not equal to
her own, fhe drew a dagger from under her .
robe, plunged it into_her breaft, and drawing it
inftantly out, prefented it to him with a fmile,
faying, ¢ It is not painful, my Pcetus.”

When the tyrant Nero had iffued a warrant
for the death of that great philofopher Seneca,
{Who had been both his friend and tutor,) his
wife Paulina firmly refolved to die with the ob=

" je& of her affeftion, and all his arguments to
diffuade her from her fatal purpofe feemed but
to ‘ﬁrengthen it. At length he relu@antly
yiclded to her defire, and their veins were .

ES opened
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apened at the fame time. .Paulina wedaunted
beheld the fiream of life flowing in a rapid
caurfe, and appeared to hail the happy moment
that would place her beyond the power of a
tyrant, and eternally unite her to the hufband
of her love. This enlivening refle@ion was
foon deftroyed, by a total infenfibility pervading
Ber facyltics, and a general lafitude feizing hex
frame. In that fituation fhe was removed from
the apartment where her hufband was fationed,
and carried into the air, where her domeflics
(by whom fhe was adored) refolved to try and
preferve a life they fo highly valued; and, after
binding up her arms, they forced s reviving
cordial into her mauth ; and, by perfuafion and
ingreatics, at length reconciled her to ber exift-
ence. :

© Sgbinus, a generﬂ in the Roman army, having
attempted to gain poffeffion of the empirey was
fruftrated in his defigos by the difcovery of his

b . plan,
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_plan, and was then forfaken by thofe very men
who had aided his ambitious views. As a high

reward was offered for apprehending his perfon,

the forlorn Sabinus knew not where to fecret
it; but at length recolle®ing there was a re-
" mote cavern at no g'rea.t diftance from his couns
try feat, he refolved to fly thither, in hopes of

avoiding the emperor’s fury. A fervant, whofe

 fidelity had long heen tried, was the only per-
fon who was privy to his defign, as his wife

Eponia was not with him at the time the treafon

was difcovered.  As foon as Sabinus was lodged

in a élace of fecurity, the fervant was ordered

to fet fire to the houfe, that it might be gene-

rally imagined his mafter had perifhed in the

flames. This plan fucceeded, and that idea

univerfally prevailed. Eponia, who loved her

huftband with the moft unbounded tendernefs,

lamented his lofs with an excefs of forrow that

threatcn;d to terminate her own exiftence ; and

the faithful fervant, thocked at her altered ap-

° E6  peannce,
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pearance, at length revealed the fecret which
" had been committed to his truft. With a heart
animated with joy, and glowing with affe&ion,
the amiable Eponia flew to the cavern, and in
the embraces of the man fhe loved forgot all
her former mifery. It was impoffible fhe could
refide conftantly with him, from an apprehen-
"fion of creating fufpicion; but fthe made fre-
quent excufes to her friefids for abfenting. her-
felf from Rome, and then, by offices of kind-
nefs, and proofs of affe&ion, made Sabinus’s
confinement lofe all its gloominefs. In this
manner fhe paffed nine years, and her frequent
abfence only then began to ereate fufpicion.
her vifits were watched; and the unfortunate
Sabinus difcovered! The wretched Eponia,
agonized with fear, and tortured with apprehen-
fion, inftantly prefled through the guards, ‘and,
with a child in each hand, threw herfelf at
" Vefpafian’s feet, and, with all the eloque.nce'of
unfeigned forrow, befought him to fpare the fa-
: ther
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ther of her unfortunate children! The emperor
appeared moved at the excefs of her grief, and
attempted to confole it, yet rigidly adhered to
the decrees of juftice; which Eponia perceiving,
rofé¢ from her poﬁure of humiliation, and, af-
tér reproaching him with his inhumanity, told
him, the affe®ion which had induced her to
thare her hufband’s captivity, now urged her to
become the partner of his fufferings ; and though
he had the means of taking away their lives,
he fhould not have the power of feparating
them; for one fepulchre fhould contain them
bath.

When the Moguls were befieging Minchew
{a Chinefe city) the governor, after a valorous -
defence, at length found himfelf obliged to
yield; but fending for his wife, he informed her
his life muft fall a facrifice to his foes, yet that-
he had fecured a place of fafety for her and her
fons, and a faithful guide would conduét them

: to
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to it; adding, thathcwaspreparedtomgt his
fate with fortitude, now he had provided for
her fecurity. After exprefling her thanks for
that inflance of his affetion, fhe tenderly em.
braced him, declaring, at the fame time, that
no force fhould feparate them; for as the had
fhared with him the pleafures of exiffence, fo
would fhe be his partner in the pangs of death,

The prince of Jafkes having refufed to pay
tribute to the emperor of Perfia, the latter fent
a large body of troops into his province, with
orders to take the prince into cuftody, and
bring him into the prefence of his imperial ma-
jefty. The orders were rapidly executed, the
‘prince’s perfon fecured, and the army en their '
return with the royal captive, when the princefs
of Jafkes overtaok them. She had heard of
her bufband’s misfortune, and having aflembled
all his troops, put herfelf at their head, and

travelled with fuch aftonithing rapidity, that in
a few

e .
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a few days fhe came up with the cmpcror’s_‘

guards, whom' fhe furprifed when they were
fleeping, and having killed the general, and cut
off the greateft part of his troops, fhe returned
triumphdnt into Jaﬂ:‘es, accompanied by her
hufband. ) -

1o a conteft between the emperor of Germany
“and the duke of Bavaria, the latter was obliged,
with his followers, to retreat to the caftle of
Wenfburgh, and folicit terms of capitulation.
The mperor confented, and a truce was granted
for the drawing them up: but the duchefs of
Bavaria, not poffefing an exalted idea of the

. emperor’s honour, prefented hesfelf before him, ~

and requefted that herfelf, and the ladies in her
train, might bave permifion to leave the gaﬁie
with as great 8 load as'each could carry. And
Conrade, imsgining they intended conveying
away their jewels and trinkets, politely gave

them his permifion: but how was his aftonifhs

ment
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ment called forth, at beholding them all totter-
ing under the weight of their different huf-
bands, and fecuring from his power the choiceft
treafure they poflefled! It is faid that he was fo
affeQed at the fpeQacle, that he burft into a
flood of tears,

Seneca, in his account of the life of O&avia,
fays, there never was a princefs more deferving
of happinefs, or one who poflefled o fmall a
fhare of it. Her whole life was one continued
feafon of mifery and vexation; and it might
be pofitively affirmed, that fhe died without
having tafted one day of happinefs! By the artful
intrigues of her mother-in-law, the was pre-
vented marrying the man whofe virtues had’
made an impreffion on her youthful heart, and
compelled to unite herfelf to one whofe vices had
created her abhorrence. Her beauty was as
aftonithing as her wifdom; and her virtue could
only be equalled by her prudence, In a wicked

and
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and abandoned. age, fu_rxoun'dcd' by 'temphtions,
and befet with vices, her condu@& was -always
irreproachable; and though every feene of des

" pravity was pra&ifed in the court, her apart.
ments were the abode. of purity, and the re. .
ceptacle of virtue. Yet thefe perfe&ions weré
deftined to be the poffeffion of a man who, could
neither feel their value, or appreciate their
worth; and, inftead of cherifhing them as a
treafure above all price, he firft defpifed, and
then deftroyed, them! Amidft the variety of
enormities that difgraced Nero’s character, none
create a greater degree of abhofrence than his
‘condu& to the amiable and much-injured O&a.
via. So greatly was fhe beloved, and fo highly
was fhe venerated, by all ranks of people, that
the flighteft murmur from her would have roufed
them againft the author of her fufferings : but,
inftead of repining at the indignities fhe fuf
tained, or attempting to injure her oppreflor,
fhe fubmitted with fortitude to the cruelty of her

- . : . deftiny,
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" deftiny, and patiently waited the arrival of
that period which would relieve her from the
tyranny of an inhyman hufband, who, defirous’
of raifing an abandoned proftitute to the throne,
bad the inhumanity to accufe that virtue which
was unfpotted, and that delicacy which ca-
lumny could not flain! When the moment ar-
rived that power triumphed over ptinciple, and
the unhappy O&tavia’s life was facrificed to an un«
lawful pafion, fhe met her fate with the calmnefs
of a philofopher, and the compofure of a faint.

In the examples of fortitude which have
been prefented to your view, I have chofen

- an exalted, rather thana common, fhatign of life,
to prove that an exemption from misfortunes
is ‘not the lot-of humanity; and likewife to -
convince you, that, though a fplendid fituation .
is allowed to enervate the mind, and render it
incapable of great exertions, yet, where the
principles have been. taught firmnefs, and the

_ pafions
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paffions fubfervience, it rather infpires than
deftroys greatnefs.

When you are admiring ‘the conjugal affec-
“tion of Arria and Paulina, is is neceffary you
fhould refie that the fame mode of condud
would be difgraceful in a Chriftian. To de-
fpife death, or meet it with open arms, was the
grand bafis of Roman virtue; and a&s of fui-
cide were dignified with applaufe : but in this
- enlightened age, both religion and revelation
teach us the heinouinefs of the crime, To
refufe fupporting thofe afilitions which heaven
decrees, and to rufh uninvited into the prefence
of an offended God, can only be the adtion of a
madman, or the premeditation of an atheift.

B
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BEAUTY.

SENTIMENTS.
Beautics in vain their pretty eyes may roll.
Charms firike the fight; but merit wins the foul, " Popt.

Besuty; 8¢ 2 flowery bloflom, foon fades ¢ but the divine excellencies of the

mind, Like the medxdmlvmnenofaphnt, remain in it when all theje charms

are withesed.

A L THOUGH beauty is allowed to be ane
of the moft defirable, it certamly is one

of the moft dangerous, pofleflions that ¢an fall
to the lot of females. It lays them open to the
. .. mahgnancy
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malignancy of the envious, the artifices of the '
proﬂigate.,‘ and the temptations of the defigning ;
and, unlefs it is guarded by principle, and de-
fended by prudence, it becomes the deftrucion
of virtue, and the ruin of innocence, Even
when adorned with thofe attralive graces, it
has fometimes been the fource of the fevereft
misfortunes. A remarkable. inftance. of the
truth ‘of this aflertion is to be met with in the
carly part of the Hiftary of England, which I
thall relate for yéur amufement; amidft a variety
of others, which will convince you that beauty

« derives its greateft ornament from virtue ; and
that lovelinefs, unattended bj purity, is both
the difgrace and the ruin of fts poffeffor,

The heart of the youthful monarch Edwy
was enflaved and captivated by the tranfcendant
<harms of the princefs Egilve; but as ecclefi.
aftic authority was at that time very powerful
in England, it was neceffary that he thould ob-

tain
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tain the confent of the clergy. before he ventured
to efpoufe his coufin. Whether from pique, pro~
- priety, or prejudice, they oppofed the marriage,
it is not eafy to determine; but the ties of con-
fanguinity was the reafon they alledged,.and
the king was threatened with ecclefiaftical ven

geance if he a&ed in oppofition to their deeree.

It was in vain that this youthful monarch de-
clared the ftrength of his attachmeent, and his
inability to furmount it, or defcribed the virtues
“and excellencies of the objed who had infpired
it; the fiat was given, and they were inexora~
ble. Exafperated at their oppofition, and ene
raged at their arrogance, the k'ing refolved to
brave their authority, and in an evil hour was
united to the objeét of his love. As foon as the
enraged bithops were informed of the meafure
he had adopted, their fury knew no boands,
and feducing the foldier}; from their allegiance,
they broke into the apartment of their fovereign,’

tore the terrified Egilve from the embraces of

4 her
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her lord, and delivering her to the infatuated
guards, commanded them to deftroy with burn-
ing irons thofe charms which had fubdued their
monarch’s heart. After this a& of inhuman
barbarity had been executed, the unfortunate
princefs was fent over into Ireland, where the
account of her injuries,” and the affability of
her manners, foon attraQed the affetions of
the pé0ple. Her wpunds were healed ; and her
beauty, though flightly eobfcured, was by no.
means effaced. A party of her friends attended
her to England; and the profpe& of once more
beholding the hufband of her affetions rendered
' her fuperior to the dread of danger. But, alast
her fecurity foon proved her deftrutien; for
her ememies, having received information of
her defign, met her at Gloucefter, and, with an
inhumanity that would have difgraced a favage,
not only deprived her of her exiftenee, but
made ber fuffer the moft cruel and agonizing
death. ) ‘ ' '
Elfrida,
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Elfrida, daughter to the earl of Devonthire,
was a woman of fuch exquifite beauty, that its
fame extended even to young Edgar’s court.
Being a great admirer of female Beauty, and
having at that time no prior attachment, he re-
folved to declare himfelf her fuitor, if fhe
really pofleffed thofe tranfcendant charms which
rumour had afcribed to her. Not chufing to
publifh his intention until he was convinced it
‘would not be likely to produce i'epct’mnce; he
made a confidant of -the earl Ethelwold, de-
firing him to make a pretence for vifiting El-
" frida’s father, and if he found the young lady
as lovely as was reported, declare the hor‘nour‘
that was intended her. Anxious to promote
his royal mafter’s wifhes, Ethelwold “imme-
diately began his jourhey, and foon arrived at
the earl of Devonthire’s; but the moment he
" beheld the fair Elfrida, his fidelity became the
facrifice of his affe@ion, and, inftéad of pro-
moting his mafter’s paffion, he declared his

' o | own!
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own! Ethelwold was the known favourite ‘of
his fovereign, and fuch a man was not likely to
meet with a refufal from the earl of Devon-
thire, who-not only confented to the unjon, but
agreed that the marriage fhould ‘remain private,
until the Earl could formally obtain the king’s
confent. On his return to court, he informed
Edgar, that it muft have been the high birth and
immenfe fortune- of the earl of Devonthire’s
daughter that had occafioned the tongue of fame
to be fo loud in the praife of her charms, a5,
they were far inferior to what he had expecied,
and by no means fufficient to- attra the king’s
affe@ion. Edgar,. fatisfied with his favourite’s
account, entirely relinquithed his defign, and
new purfuits obliterated the fair Elfrida from
his imagination, Some months. had- elapfed;
when: Ethelwold informed his fovereign, that,
though tie earl of Devonthire’s daughter was'
not poflefled of fufficient charms to render: her a'

defirable match for a king, yet her immenfe
F ' _ fortune
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fortune was fufficiently attra@ive to make heran
- obje of defire to one of his fubjeQs,and there-
fore requefted his approbation to the alliance,
Edgar inftantly confented ; and Ethelwold pul-
Jicly received the hand which had before been
) beftowed upon him in private. A thoufand
pretences . were formed for detaining the lovely
bride in the country ; for though Ethelwold had
been blinded by the excefs of paffion before his

marriage, he foon afterwards began to dread the *

effe@s of his fovereign’s difpleafure. To be-
come the favourite of a monarch, is a certain
method to obtain the difregard of his courtiers,
and Ethelwold felt the truth of the obfervation;
for” thofe who envied. the favour he -poffefled,
were anxious to eftablith their own upon his
suin. Edgar was apprifed of his favourite’s
condudt, -and, exafperated at the idea of having
been deprived the pofleffion of fo lovely an ob-.
je&, inftantly refolved to have vengeance for
the perfidy. Difguifing his refeatment, and

fmothering
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fmothering his rage, he one morning told Ethel~
wold that he purpofed going to his caftle, and
paying his compliments to the bride, ‘defiring
him, at the fame time, to prepare for their im=
mediate departure. The affrighted earl, terrified
at the apprehenfion of the king’s difpleafure,
yet incapable of forming any plan by which he
could avoid it, requefted permiffion to precede
his royal gueft, and make preparations for the
honoured vifit. A’ few fhort hours was all the
time that Edgar would allow, and thofe the eart
employed in pleading the ftrength of his attach-
ment to his wife, and urging her to veil (as
much as poffible) thofe charms that had robbed
him of his fidelity. Though Elfrida’s beauty
was tranfcendent, her virtue was certainly ob.
foured by vanity; for the idea of becoming
miftrefs of a throne, and obtaining an afcen-
dency over the youthful monarch’s heart, in-

duced her to forfake her duty, and become re- .

gardle[s of her hufband’s fafety ! * Inftead of en-.
F 2 deavouring
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deavouring to obfcure her charms, fhe findied
the moft likely method of making them al-
.luring, and fucceeded fo effeGually in her de-
fign, that the heart of Edgar was inflantly en-
flaved ! Burning with rage, and glowing with
refentment, he invited the unfufpicious Ethel-
~ wold to hunt with him in a wood adjoining his
caftle, and there with a dagger avenged the in-
juries ho had fuftained. Elfrida was cafily pera

fuaded to accept the hind of her huiho.nd’s‘

murderer; and, when feated on a throne, to-
tally forgot the inhuman means by which the
had afoended it,

Cleopatra, dsughter to Ptolemy, king: of

Egypt, and joint fucceflor with her brothey -

to that throne, was a young woman whofe
beauty of perfon could only be eqﬁalle;l by
the brilliancy -of ‘her underflanding: in her
were upited all the perfeflions that allure, and
all the charms that captivate and' caflave the

R . mind.

~
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mind, Her wit was refined by judgment, her
tafle improved by fcience, and her manners
formed b} the hands of the graces. Thus
favoured by nature, and improved by art,
Clcépatra was at once the ‘obje& of admira.
tion and contempt : her virtue fell a facrifice
to her cixarms, and her innocence became the

'

vi€tim of her vanity.

Anna - Bullen, wife of Henry the Eighth,
was one of the moft lovely women of the age
in which fhe lived, and her beauty was at once
the means of her exaltation'ar_xd debafement.
The inhuman being who had raifed her to the
pofleflion of a throne, became fufpicious of the
charms which had attra@ed his capricious mind,
and attributing the opennefs of innocence to
the effe®s of guilt, he pretended to doubt the
exiftence of her virtue; and, by the force of
artifice, and the prevalence of power, at length
convidted her for infidelity. The beauty which

£3 - had .
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had once captivated, no longer charmed; and
her acceffion to a throne was the fatal means
that led her to the fcaffold!

. All authors have beer’ unanimous in deferib-
ing the perfon of Mary, queen of Scotland, as
formed by elegance, and refined .by grace. -
Had fhe been lefs beautiful, fhe might have been
—~more virtuous ; and had the poflefled fewer attrac-
tioné, fhe might have been more entitled to pity.

From the inftances I have now rclated; you
are not to imagine, my dear girl.s; that I think
either vice or misfortune are peculiarly attached

" to charms; but I have feleGted them with the
view of proving, that, though beauty is by
many of “our fex confidered as an ineffimable
treafure, it often proves the bane of its poflef-
fors’ peace, and the deftroyer of their happinefs.
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HUMILITY CONTRASTED
WITH PRIDE.

. SENTIMENTS. X -
Why fhould we value ourflves upon nobility of blood, when we confider
that the original of all mankind was the fame ?
It is only a clear confcience, and an. upright |heart, that can maha man
truly noble.
*, It is the part of a good and wife man to deal with his inferiors as he would
wiih his fuperiors to deal with him, _ Sensca .

S man is of all*creatureé the moft depen-
‘dent, how little pretence can he have for
afluming an arro'gaht fuperiority over his fel-
lows ! for even the comforts of a prince are de-
F 4 rived
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rived from the fervices and attentions of his
fubje@s. The higher a human being is exalted,
the greater js his dependence upog the sid of
others; for it has frequently been obferved, -
that the mind, inftead of acquiring indepen-
dence by power, is apt to degenerate into total
imbecility, and the moft trifling efforts become
abfolute exertions, '

Although the truth of this obfervation is uni-
Verfally aliowady how SQ!!ﬁ!‘!‘_mY do yg beheld
external grandewr difgraced by overbearance, and

- nobility debafed by the pralice of fuperci-
lioufnefs ! )

. But if pride and arrogance have the power of
_ rendering age contemptible, they are the cer-
tain means of making youth defpicable; "for
that is the period of life in which gentleneﬁ
fhould be peculiarly cultivated, and condefcen-
fon mnnably purfued. _ :
. ; " Amidft
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Amidft the various calls upon your gentlenefs
and kindnefs, few have ftronger claims than .
thofe who are conftantly contributing to the
eafe of your perfon, and the comforts of your
exiftence. Seneca obferves, that we fhould not
only confider our fervants as our fellow-crese
tures, but our hun&h‘&kﬁh, whom fortune
has no more power over than their mafters,
st ‘Why (fays that great man) fhould not a brave
action rather dignify the condition of a fervant,
than the condition of a fcrvant leflen a brave
a&:oni”

If you would ebtain the faith of fervants, you
muft banifh their fear; yet, by blending kind-
nefs with referve, always infure to yonrfelf
their- docxhty and rel'pe&. '

The fidelity of a fervant has frequently with-
ftood the attacks of bribery, the pcrfua.ﬁons
"~ F§ of
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of power, and even ‘difdained the prefervatibn
of exiftence; as I fhall thew from the following
examples.

A large reward was oﬂ"efe‘d for apprchending
the perfon of Charles the Second, at the time
he had efcaped from the purfuit of his enemies.
Fatigued with travelling, and exhaufted by fear,
the king arrived at the caftle of one of his fol-
lowers. The moment he entereﬂ, he requefted
a tumbler of wine, to enable " him to purfue his
intended 5ourney. The butler, not returning
with it immediately, the king followed him
into the cellar; but was terrified and altonifhed
at beholding the man drop upon his knee, and
prefent the glafs. “ Do you, know me?” faid
the king." ¢ Yes, and pleafe your majefty,”
replied the man: ¢ And know alfo how to pre-
ferve my own bonour ; for T would lofe my life
rather than become an informer.”

Twoe
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- Two fervants made their efcape from a town
that was befieged by the Romans, and imme-
diately joined the enemy’s forces. A fhort
‘time " after the place was fubdued, and the
Roman army ‘entered in triumph. All the
outrages that lawlefs fury could commit, the
wretched inhabitants were deftined to fuftain;

themfelves, their childreny and their property, -

fell vi&tims to the rapacious foldiery! The
men who had fo lately joined: the Romans; re-

quefted they might be allowed to punifh the
miftrefs they had ferved for her oppreffive inhu-

manity towards them;.and having obtained it,
went ‘direly to the houfe, poffefled themfelves
of the moft portable of her valuables, and then
with fcourges drove her through the ranks ‘until

‘they came to the city gate. As foon as they -

had paffed it, and no one could witnefs their
behaviour, they reftored her treafures, intreated
her forgivenefs, and affured her it was the only

. ¥ 6 method



308 HUMILITY CONTRASTED

method they could have adopted to fave her figm
min, or prefesve her exiftence,

In the civil wars of Rome, a party of foldiers
went to the houfe of 2 man of quality, who
was profcribed, with a view of fulfilling the
orders of their commander, and depriving the
unfortunate nobleman of his life. A fervant,
long tried in fidelity and attachment, perceiving
them approach, and fufpeQting their dafigns,
inflantly flew to his lord’s apartmens, and hur-
rying on his mbes, prefented himfelf before

them. The faldiers, deluded by the heroic dor

eeption, joyfully made him their prifoner ; and,
before the pious frand could be difcovered, his
life was facrificed to their fury and refentment..

Thefe inflances of fidelity and attachment

sse fufficient to prove that exalted fontiments
are the gift of mature, not the formitons éffeéls
of chance or fituation, and that a noble mind

may
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msy be the attendant of an humble fortune.
If, by the praflice of humility and kindnefs,
you could obtain the attachment of fuch & cha.
ralter, even the bafe principle of felf-advantage
would point out the necefity for that mode of

But in no circumftarice of lifé is condefcenfion
' of manners fo effentially neceffary to be adopted
as in the method of conferring favours ; for a
benefit beflowed with pride and oftentation, is -
the produce of ambitien, not the effast of beme-
volence. + Seneca obferres, that no obligation can
be perfe&, unlefs it is beftowed with delicacy,
humanity, good-nature, and addrefs : and adds,
it is fo grievous a thing €6 fay the word, ¢ I
beg,” that .the very mention of it puts 2 maat
‘out of coumchznce{

The fear of expofing poverty often dotars
the poffeflor from difclofing a fituation that re-
' quires
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_ quires the affiftance of friendfhip ; a remarkable

inftance of which is related by the author I
have juft quoted.

A Roman of fome diﬁini‘.‘_;ion was reduced

from a ftate of affluence to one of abfelute .

" poverty; _yet the fame independenée of mind
which had attended him in an exalted, followed
him into his humble, fituation. But that pride

which- prevented him from foliciting affiftance,’

" could not guard him from feeling that he ftood
in need of it. His fpirits funk, his health de-
clined, and nature languifhed for its accuftomed
fupports !

A friend, v'vl)ofé delicacy of mind could only -

be equalled by the generofity of his hedrt, hear-
ing, by accident, of the proud man’s misfor-
tunes, inftantly went to vifit him; but, inftead
of wounding his feelings by a difplay of bene-
volence, fat by his Bedﬁde, and adminiftered

' ' - cordials

[ —
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cordials for the recovery-of his health; and oc-

‘cupied in that tender employment, contrived to
flip a'purfe under the pillow, containing a fuf-
ficient fum to fupply him with prefent comforts,
and prevent his fuffering Sfuture exigencies.

How noble, how exalted, is fuch an a&ion!
How greatly to be admired the charalter which
was capable of it! And how muft the benefit
have been augmented by the manner of ‘beftow-
mg it! ‘

Itis a genenl ‘obfervation, that thofe who
are raifed from an humble to an exalted fitua~
tion, are moft apt to cherith pride, and pradife
arrogance ; yet hiftory records feveral inftances
- which cpuntera&s that received Opinion.

Catherine the Firt of Ruﬁia, frof adependent
-on the pm{h was exaltea to the dignified fta-

tion of an emprefs on'z throne 3 yet, amidft the
o * fplendour
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fplendour of a court, fhe never forgot the’ pos
verty of a cottage, and beftowed the greateft
rewards upon thafe who hdd befriended her in

One of the emperors of China having been
captivated with the beauty of a mafon’s daugh-
ter, immediately made her the partner of his
_ throne. The amisble emprefs, being thoroughly
* acquainted with the weaknefs of hummn nature,

became apprehenfive of her own ’imperﬁc&ion,
and, fearful that grandeur fhould efface humility,
fhe conflintly kept one of her father’s trowels
in her poffeffion; and if ever her mind inclined
to ﬁogmce, fhe “immediately looked at the
trowel, and was taught humility.
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PRIDE.

: SENTIMENTS.
Pride 1s a vies which grows up fo infenfibly in focietyy fieals Into the heart
fo impercepilbly, that it reqeires the utmoft vigilance to prevent its attacks, and

the utmok caution to guard again# its approach.

PRIDE is a paffion fo full of torment to its
pofleflor; that even the inconvenience which
attends it, I fhould imagine, would be a fuffi-

cient reafon for endeavouring to eradicate it
‘from
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from the breaft : yet, furrounded, as it is, with
thorns, and befet with vexations, it too often
contrives to’'obtain admiflion, to the deftru@®ion
of good-nature, the fubverfion of eafe, and the
total banifhment of humility. ~ ~

‘Defpicable as it appears, atténded with thefe
confequences, yet it is frequently bqhéld.ﬁhdér
much greater difadvantages; and the two fol-
lowing examples will fhew, that, inftead of be-
ing merely contemptible,- it has degencrated
into atrocity. '

“The Marchionefs de Tavera was a woman in
whom was united an excefs of pride, and an in-

" furmountable fhare of ambition. -Notwithftand-

ing her being elevated to the rank of marchio--

nefs, yet her having'any fuperiors was a conftant

fource of difquiet to her; and fhe was conti-

nuallyAtormenting her hufband with complaints,

and foliciting him to requeft the king to add to
- his
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his dignities by conferring upon him a dukedom.
In Portugal titles are not quite fo eafily ob-
tained as in England; and, inftead of their be-
ing the purchafe of fortune, they are only the
reward of merit, and. therefore the marquis’s
folicitation was unattended to.

Mortified by a refufal, and exafperated againft
the author -of her difappointment, the artful
marchionefs inftantly began to attach herfelf to
a party whom fhe knew were difaffeCted to the
government ; and when fhe had once difcovered
the nature of their fentiments, fhe ventured to
difclofe the horrid plan that had fo long occu- -
pied her own idess. Imagining her hufband’s .
. <laim to the defired dukedom would be acknow-
ledged - b); the king’s fucceflor, fhe refolved to
pave the way to the accomphihment of her
ambitious views, by ‘the murder of a. prince
whofé virtues were calculated to infpire the af

feCtion of any but a very depraved mind. Not
' ' fatisfied
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fatisfiy) with infuring her own min in the
defperate undertaking, fhe contrived to involve
that of her hufband’s and fons’, by making them
the agents of her iniquity. The fcheme was
well coatrived, though Providence prevented its
execution; and the king, inftead of being mur-
‘dered, was only flightly wounded. The Duke
Aviero, the Marquis de Tavera, and two of
his domeftics, were the perfons pitched upon for
the perpetration of the horrid a&t, who, watch-
ing _the king’s return from vifiting a favourite
Yady, were flationed on the road through which
he was to pafs, with the inteat of firing into
the carriage. The duke’s blunderbufs happily
miffied fire; and the rapidity with which the
poftilions drove, prevented the fecond party -
from taking aim; but following the carriage,
they fired into the back of it, and wounded his
mpjefty in the arm. Iriftead of proceeding di-
re@ly to Lifbon, as the iffaffins imagined (who
had divided into three feparate parties) he or-
' *dered
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dered the drivers to go dire@ly to the furgeon-
- general’s houfe, which was a few miles out of
the city, and by that means efcaped the attack
of the third firing. By great exertions, and
wonderful fecrecy, the whole of this detefted
plot was difcovered : the marquis and his fons
were broken on the wheel, and the detefted
' marchionefs was boheaded, '

Y 2 .
Poppea Sabina, wife of the tyrant Nero,
was as remarkable for pride as he was for -
_ eruclty: her mules were adorned with bridles
- of gold; and fhod: with fhoes of filver; and
every article of her drefs was moft expen-
fively magnificent. Her vanity was not infe-
rior to her pride; for, to preferve the delicacy
of her complexion, and make it retain an ap-
pearance of youthfulnefs, fhe képt five hun«
“dred affes for the purpofe of batbmg berﬁl in

theu' milk, o
‘The
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The Spaniards are univerfally allowed to be
the moft haughty race of p;ople in Europe :
diftrefs cannot lower, and poverty cannot abate,
it. A proof of the truth of this affertion is
fully exemplified in the following authentic
little anecdotes. .

A poor woman in Spain, who was reduced to
the utmoft extreme of poverty, found herfelf
utterly incapable of providing food for her
children; and, accompanied by ‘three of them,
'befought relief from the liberality of a. French
‘merchant. As the eldeft boy was a ftout able
lad, the gentleman (from motives of compaffion)
propofed taking him into his fervice: but the
woman, with the moft ftriking marks of dif-
dain, refufed the offer, faying, that none of her

family had been difgraced by fervitude.

A poor Spanifh cobler, being pronounced paft
“recovery, his cldeft fon approached the bedfide,
g ) and
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and humbly folicited his blefling and advice;
when the dying man, with fcarcely ftrength to
articulate, earneftly befought him to be fure and
‘retain the miajefly of the family.

If the former inftances of pride appear. de-
teftable, the latter are certainly Tudicrous ; and
when it becomes the ruling principle of beg-
gars and coblers, it furely muft be time for real
gentlewomen to explode it. v
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HUMANITY CONTRASTED
WITH CRUELTY.

SENTIMENTS. . -
The merciful man fhall obtain mercy.
He that hath pity on the poor, lcndeth to the Lord; and tlltwlldiht bath .
given, fhall be repald uato him again. R

HUMANI'TY is a virtue fo‘frequently
called into a&ion, and fo delightful in its
_oﬁces, that, even from motives of felf-gratifi-

- cationy, I fhould fuppofe a fufceptible heart
) - muft
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muft be inclined to cultivate it. But I flatter

myfelf, my beloved girls, you will praQife it

from better principles, and become humane

both from duty and inclination. Compaffion

for the affiGed, and a with to relieve their fuf-

ferings, I confider as 2 kind of inftin&ive pro-

penfity, which Providence has implanted in-
every virtuous breaft, for the comfort of the
diftreft, and the fupport of the unfortunate.

In the charalers both of Lady Jane Gray
and the Countefs of Pembroke, compaffion for
the unfortunate appears as one of their brighteft
features; and hiftory teems with a variety of
inftances of the praftice of this amiable’ and
attraltive virtue; but, ‘amongft the number,
none can 'be more ftrikingly engaging than the -
following, which is recorded to the honour of:
Lady Pembroke’s brother.

G - 8ir
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Sir Philip Sidney, exhaufted by the fatigue of
battle, faint with the lofs of blood, and parched
with the intenfity of the heat, intreated one of

" his foldiers to endeavour to procure him s

draught of water. Bountiful as nature is of her
gifts, yet the plains of Zutphen partook not of
them; no freth fprings meandered through or
purling rivulets adorned them ; and water, in-
ftead of being the bounty of nature, was the
boon of man. The precious béverage, how-
ever, was obtained; and Sir Philip was in the
a& of p&tting it to his lips, when a foldier,
languithing under the torture of a mortal wound,
and gafping from an excefs of drought, was by
his -comrades: carrying to his tent. ‘The gene-
rous hero beheld him with an eye of pity,
and inflantly withdrawing the cup from his
own lips, humanely held it to the foldier’s,
faying, ¢ Poor fellow! thy neceflities are far
greater than -mine.” ' -
} - Henrietta
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Henrietta Maria, queen of Chirles the Firft,
as the was one day walking in the environs of
- Exeter, had her footfteps fuddenly arrefted by
the voice of diftrefs, and the murmurs of com-
plaint ; and fending one of her attendants forward
to enquire the caufe, was informed that a poor
old woman was lamenting her inability to fupply
her daughter (who was lying in) with the com-
mon neceflaries of life. 'The queen, imagining
the fum fhe had about her was not fufficient for
that humane purpofe, immediately took a chain
of goid from her neck, and giving it to one of
her attendants, defired they would take it to a
goldfmith’s, and appropriate its value to the
fupply of the poor woman’s neceffities.

Matilda, daughter\of Malcolm, king of Scot- -
land, and the amiable wife of Henry the Firft
of England, was a woman in whofe chara&ter
was united refined humanity and exalted bene-

volence. She' not only devoted great part of .
G2 - her



M4 HUMANITY CONTRASTED

her private income to alts of charity, but Her-
felf witnefled that thofe aéts were properly be-
_ fiowed. What an interefting fight mutft it have
been to have beheld a queen attending the fick,
feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked !

. When the incurfions of the vi&orious ljaues
_had compelled” Alfred the Great to retire to
Athelny, in Somerfetfhire, he wss reduced to
fuch extremity as only to be mafter of one fingle
loaf of bread. . But that viciflitude which would
bave deprefled a weak mind, feemed to exalt
that of Alfred’s; for, inftead of drooping under,
he aually rofe fuperior to his misfortunes;
and though unable to affift himfelf, he ftretched
out his hand to relieve his fellow-creatures.
An humble mendicant folicited the queen’s af-
fitance, who, knowing the. fcantinefs of her
own ftore, fnildly denied the reiterated requeft.
The king, finding the petitioner importunate,
- defired the Joaf might be divided between them ;
¥ faying,
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faying, “ He who could feed ﬁve thoufand men
with five loaves and two fifhes, can certainly
make that half loaf more than fufficient for our
" neceffities.” ‘

If thefe inftances of humanity are delightful
even in contemplation, how much more grati-
fying muft - they have proved in the perfor-
mance; and how wonderful is it that the human
mind fhould ever become dead to fuch amiable
fenfations !

Softnefs and 'huMity are certainly the ge-
neral chara&eriftics of our fex ; yet, alas! (to
their difgrace) many inftances prove the rule to -
be excqitional; ard if once the female breaft
becomes deaf to the voice of humanity, or loft
to the claims of compaffion, infenfibility eafily
degenerates into cruelty, and indifference into
inhumanity.. E -

G 3 . How
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How neceflary, therefore, it is, my beloved
girls, that you fhould encourage that amiable
propenfity to humanity which Providence Has
happily beftowed upon you ! And whilft you are
endeavouring to leflen the misfortunes of others,
remember that you are laying u;; a ftore of
comfort for the alleviation of your own; for
thofe who have pra&ifed benevolence in pro-
fperity, are certain of receiving its reward if
they fall into adverfity. ' .

¢« If I was defired to defcribe cruelty and re-
venge, (fays Seneca,) I would draw a tiger
bathed in blood, and ready to take a leap at its
prey, as emblematic of thefe horrid paffions;
.and yet, notwithftanding the difgrace that is at-
tached to them, they contrive to gain admiffion
into the mind, difgrace the heart, pervert the
underftanding, and render the whole chara&ter
completely contemptible,” Some remarkable
inftances
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inftances of the truth of this affertion will be
found in the following examples.

The Marquis d’Aftrogus, a Spanifh noble-
man, being unfortunately united to a woman
of unamiable manners, became violently at-
tached to a beautiful girl, whofe parents lived -
within the vicinity of his caftle. The enraged
marchionefs; glowing with refentment againft
" the obje&t who had infpired her hufband’s breaft
with tendernefs, and robbed her of thofe atten-
.tions fhe fancied herfelf entitled to, by the
-power of bribery, fecured the fidelity of fome
of her domeftics, who, loft to fecling and hu-
smanity, became the agents of her iniquitous °
‘defign. It was not only refolved to deprive the
unfortunate young woman of exiftence, but
to add crﬁelty to the atrocious deed ; and, in-
ftead of terminating her life by one fatal blow,
to linger it.out by a fucceflion of tortures!
The heart was at length torn from the beau-
: G 4 teous
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" teous form that inclofed it, and prefented bleed-
ing to the inhuman marchionefs, who, fend-
ing for her cook, defired it might be dreft
in 2 manner moft likely to pleafe the palate of
~ his lord..

The favage banquet was immediately pre-
pared, and the unfufpicious marquis {fwallowed
it with delight! But, what muft have been his
fenfations, when his deteftable wife, exulting in
the fuccefs of her inhuman plan, informed him
he had eaten that beart which he had taken fo
much pains to infpire with tendernefs and af
fetion! '

Ameftris, queen of Perfia, having difcovered
that her hufband was attached to his brother’s
daughter,‘a very lovely young girl, imagined her
mother not only knew of his affeCtion, but en-
couraged the indulgence of it; and, exafpe-
mted more agamﬁ her than the obje who had
: infpired
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mfpued ity was refolutely bent upon her de-
ftru&ion.

By an ancient cuftom amangft the Perfians,
the queen, on the king’s birth day, was entitled
to make a requeft, which could' not be de-
nied; and Amefbris impatiently waited the an-
niverfary of that day, for the accomplifhment
of her refentment, and the gratification of her
defign. .

It was in vain that Xemes endeavoured to
fave the life of his injured fifter, whofe virtues
were as exalted as her mind was pure, and who,
fo far from promoting his affeCtion for her
child, was even ignorant of its - exiftence.
However, the requeft had been made, and the
-king was compelled to grant it.

As foon as the inhiiman Ameﬁns found the
vi&im of her ‘wrath delivered i into her power, fhe
G5 immediately
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immediately ordered her breafts, nofe, and lips,
to be cut off, and thrown to the dogs, and forced
the unhappy fufferer to ftand by, and fee them
devoured by thofe hungry animals,

When the head of Cicero was brought inte
Antony’s prefence, his wife Fulvia took it in
her hands, ftruck it on the face, and, after ut-
tering many execrations againft it, placed it
between her knees, and opening the mouth,
tore out that tongue which could almoft have
foftened cruelty by its eloquence; and fpitting
upon it with contempt, pierced it feveral times
through with her bodkin. )

Joan, queen of Naples, was poflefled of abi-
lities which were calculated to command refpe&,
but her cruelty was fuch as to infpire albhorrencc; ’
and her unfortunate hufband became its vic-
tim; for’ although the forcé of her eloquence,
and the power of her .bribes, induced her

judges
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judges to pronounce kber innocent, yet there is
710 doubt remaining of her having been dcceffary
to the king’s murder. g .

- Thefe detached inftances of inhumarity, I
am convinced, are fufficiently numerous to in-
fpire your breafts both with deteftation and
abhorrence; yet I cannot avoid mentioning a
circumftance where the combination of num-
bers adds horror to atrocity, and where a cool
premeditated defign tends to augment the crime
of cruelty.

In about the four hundred and twenty-cighth
- year of Rome, near three hundred ladies . of -
the firft diftin&ion difgraced their nature, de-
firoyed their fame, and caft a ftigma on their
fex, by entering into a confpiracy againft- their -
hufbands’ lives. An epidemic diforder favoured .
the inhuman plot, and many of the fenators
were the unhappy vi&ims of art, who were’
G 6 fuppofed
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fuppofed to have fallen a prey to difeafe.
Their numbers at length began to create fufpi-
cion; yet ‘no one would have imigined a fe~
male arm could haye been raifed againft the
life of its fupparter; or the infidious deadly
draught be adminiftered with fmiles of af-
feQion, and appearances of tendernefs, whilft
the heart was the inftigator of cruelty, and
the infpirer of unheard-of barbarity. But a
female flave, who had affifted her miftre(s in
the preparation of the deftruive dofe, thocked
at the part fhe had performed, and tortured
.by the pangs of rcmo;fe; confefled the whole
of the iniquitous plot, and defcribed the names
of thofe who were then occupied in pre-
paring the fatal poifon. Officers of juftice
were inftantly difpatched to the, refpeive
houfes, and the ladies difcovered at the
dreadful employment. . At firft ti:ey atternpted
to deny the fa&, pretending they were making
an antidote to preferve them from the peflilens

- tial
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tial difeafe; but finding their aflertions dif-
regarded, and the fword of juftice hanging
over their heads, they fwallowed the deftruc- -
tive draught, and by fo doing efcaped the
blow. .
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ON THE PROPER EMPLOYMENT
OF TIME.

SENTIMENTS,

We complain of the fhortnefs of Time, 308 yet have much more than we
Jnow what to do with; for our lives are cithes fpent in doing nothing at all, in

doing nothing to the purpofe, or clfe in doing nothing that we ought to do.
Semeca,

ELANCHOLY as this pi&ure appears,

and difgraceful % it certainly is to a ra-

tional and refleting being, I.fear, if we were
to take an impartial view of our lives, too many
' ‘ ' of
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of us would have reafon to acknowledge the
juftnefs of the author’s cenfure ; but that you,
my beloved girls, fhould avoid falling under fo
fevere am imputation, ‘and, inftead of wafting,
" improve the time that is committed to your
truft, has been one of the firt withes of my
heart, and one of the greateft obje@s of my
folicitude. - -
* ¢ Every fool (Lord Chefterfield obferves) who
flatterns away his whole time in nothings, has
fome trite obfervation at W, to prove ‘both
its value and its fleetnefs ; and though they pre-
tend to feel the neceffity of employing it well,
they fquander it away without confidering that
its lofs is irrecoverable. There are two forts of
underftanding (fays that judge of human nature)
which prevents a man from ever becoming con-
fiderable; the one is a lazy, and the other a
frivolous, mind. The lazy mind will not take
the trouble of fearching to the bottom of any

) thing,
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thing, but, difcouraged by the flighteft difficul-
ties, ftops fhort, and contents itfelf with eafy
and fuperficial knowledge, rather than fubmit
toa ﬁinll. degree of trouble.” '

Although it is not neceffary for a young wo-
man to ftudy with that clofenefs of application
which is effentially requifite in the education of
a boy, yet, whatever you pretend to learn, you
ought to have ambition enough to defire to
excel in; for mediocrity is a proof of weak-
nefs ; and perfééion may always be purchafed
by application. * Knowledge (fays an elegant
writer) is a comfortable and neceffary fhelter
for us in an advanced agé;' but if we do not
plant it while young, it will afford us no fhade -
when we grow old.” Yet I neither expe& or
require fo clofe an application to the.improve-
ment of your minds, as to banith recreation,
or exclude pleafure: I only with that you
fhould remember that your foundation of know-

- ledge
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ledge muft be cfablithed before you are eigh-
teen; for when you are once introduced into
the world, your apphatxon will be mceﬂ'antly
interrupted, and your ftudies broken in upon.
All difficulties- may be overcome by perfeves
rance ; and even-the defe@s of nature may be
conquered. A remarkable inftance of the power
of perfeverance is demonftrated in the condu&
of Demofthenes, an Athenian orator, who,
anxious to obtain perfe@ion in the art of fpeak.
ing, not .only conquered an abfolute impedie
ment of fpeech, but, from being ome of the
moft ungraceful, became one 6f the moft graces
ful, orators in Athens.

In the diftribution of your time, I fcarcely
need inform you, that the firft hour of the day
ought to be devoted to the fervice of your
Maker. ~Accuftom yourfelves to the praitice of
religious homage, as a natural expreffion. of
gratitude to him for all his bounty and benevo-

lence.
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lence. Confider it as the fervice of the God of
« your fathers; of him to whom your parents de-
voted you ; of him whom, in former ages, your
anceftors honoured, and by whom they are now
rewarded and blefled in heaven. Seneca tells
us, that the firft petition we offer to God, ought
to be for a good confeience 5 the fecond for health
of mind; and the third for health of body.
After having offered thefe petitions, it will be
neceflary you fhould accuftom yourfelves to
make a regular diftribution of time, for the
different avocations which are to occupy it:
this will be found one of the beft methods that
can be adopted, both for the praitice of youth,
and thofe of a more advanced period. Do&or
Johnfon, who “was rather a fevere critic upon
the failings of our fex, attributed moft of them
to habimﬂ idlenefs ; and was fo great an advo-
cate for a female’s being taught every kind of
needlework, that he abfolutely fancied it a
foundation for merality. In Poland, it is a cuf~
tom
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tom amongft the people in the mxddlmg ranks of -
life, that no young woman fthould be fuffered to
_marry, until the has done as much work as will
fill twelve large bafkets, which on the wedding
day is divided in prefents to the different guefts.
Though I think needlework a neceffarys 1 cer-
tainly confider it as a very inferior, kind of
employment, when compared with the gratifis
" cation you may enjoy, by fpending your time in
the pralice of virtue, and in a&s of benevo-
lence; yet, as excellence even in trifles is
praifeworthy, I fhall in the following examples
unite the names of a few females who have ac-
~quired it in that art, with thofe who have ob-~
" tained applaufe for fuperior qualifications.

Andromache, wife of Heor, prince of Troy,
was fo beautiful an embroidrefs, that, after the
death of her hufband, and the deftrution of
the city, the amufed her leifure hours by deli-

" neating
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neating the melancholy event with her needle
upon white fatin.

Anna Maria Shurman, a German lady, is,
by the hiftorians of that country, confidered as
* an abfolute prodigy; and, the facility with
which fhe learnt all female accomplithments
was certainly moft aftonithing. At fix yeals of
age fhe could cut paper with a tafte and elegance
entirely her own ; at eight fhe painted flowers
in a beautiful ftyle; at ten the was taught em-
broidery, and was.only. three hours in acquiring
the art.  Her writing was the moft elegant that.
can be conceived, and fhe could imitate a va-
© riety of hands. The powers of her under-
_ flanding were equal to the moft metaphyfical

. enquiries; and the was not only the moft ac-
complithed, but the moft learned, woman of
the age. ' : \

Penelope,

-
W
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Penclope, wife of Ulyflus, king of Ithaca,
whofe charaler has been celebrated by hifto-
rians for the ftrength of her affe@ion and
delicacy of attachment to her hufband, has
alfo been praifed for her adhergnce to thofe
duties which particularly belong to a' female
ftation ; and, inftead of interfering with affairs
of flate, we are told that her time was fpent in
the regulation of her family, and the employ-
ment of weaving., '

Amidft thofe ladies whofe names are ren-
dered eminent by the number of their lite-
rary produions, the Duchefs of Newcaftle
. has certainly a title to pre-eminence, if va-*
riety can conftitute merit, and ,application'de-
ferve applaufe; for her grace was fo unwea-
ried in her labours, and fo indefatigable in

her endeavours to promote knowledge, that
' fhe would not even: allow herfelf time to
' ' read
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read her works. before they_ were {mf to the
prefs. ' ' ’

Queen Elizabeth, who is univerfally allowed
to have been 2 woman of exalted genius and
fuperior underftanding, always allotted diffe-
rent portions of the day for arranging thofe
affairs which were unconne@ed; and it was
by that regular diftribution of - her time, that
fhe was enabled to tranfalt with eafe 2 mul-
tiplicity of bufinefs, that muft have diftraled
a mind which was devoid of regularity,

- - Elizabeth, countefs of Bridgewater, was a
woman whofe time was fpent in the " perfor-
mance of thofe duties which rendéred her the
obje& of univerfal love and admiration. She

was the comforter of the afflited, the fupporter

of the diftreffed, and the reliever of the un-
happy. But I cannot give you a better idea of
the perfection of her charaler, than by tran-

:  fcribing
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 feribing part of her epitaph, which was taken
" from her monument in Gaddefden church,

¢ Sacred to the memory of the late tran-
_cendently virtuous lady (now glorious faint)
the Right Honourable Elizabeth Countefs of
Bridgewater. - She was a woman in whom all
the accomplifhments both of body and mind -
concurred to make her the glory of the pre-
fent, and the example of future ages. Her
beauty was abfolutely fo unparalleled, that nej-
ther pen or painting could defcribe it with-
out difparagement. She had a winning and
attraive behaviour, a charming difcourfe, a
moft obliging converfation. She was fo cour-
teous and affable to all perfons, that it was im-
poffible to avoid loving her. She was of a no-
ble and generous foul, yet of fo meek and hum.
ble a difpofition, that never any woman of her
quality was greater in the world’s opinion, or
Jfo Jittle in her own. ‘The rich at her table tafted
- her



-

144  THE PROPER EIMPLOYMENT

her hofpitality ; the poor at her gate bore tefti- -
mony of ‘her charity. Her devation was exem-
plary ; and her writings upon religious fubjeGs
{which. were only fubmitted to the eye of her
hufband) proved at once the purity of her foul,
and the refinement of her fentiments. She was
an affe@ionate wife, an indulgent ‘mother, a
kind miftrefs, and a fincere friend. Ina word,
the was fo fuperlatively good, that language is
incapable of exprefling her deferved charaler ;
and her death was as religious as her life was
virtuous.”

I confider it impoffible to read an account of
fuch tranfcendent excellencies either with apa- -
- thy or indifference ; and the heart which is not
totally devoid of fenfibility, muft feel an ani-
mating glow pervade it even in the contempla~
tion of fuch exalted greatnefs! And when you
confider that this amiable woman was a mere
human being, fubje to the failings and imper-

' ' fe&ions
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fedtions of mortality, ought it not to be an ine
citement to your virtue ! ’
It has always been allowed, that the defire of

fame is univerfally implanted in the human

breaft ; and that the with of leaving a name un-

fullted, has been the foundation of many vir-
tues. If you, my beloved gitls, are fenfible of
that impreflion, or defire to leave a charater

fpotlefs as Lady Bridgewater’s, imitate her ac- A

tions, and you will receive her praife.

i
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. POLITENESS OF ADDRESS, AND
' POLISH OF MANNERS. -

SBN‘I‘IMSNTS
Thdcluof plaﬁn;mybemmedlheh”k&afﬂl‘e&u,bemfe
# Leldom fails of atusining its ends, when not difgraced by affeation,

Fidding,

*Tis a fair ftep ds virtue and h {3, to delight in the fociety of the
good and wife § andlnhﬁnnmbemwith, themtpmnthmhepn
" empany at bk . Sanocas

POLITENESS and good-breeding are fuch
‘requifite introdu&ions into genteel fociety,
that it is abfolutely aftonithing an} one can
-gain admittance into it who are deficient either .
in the one or the other.,
' - Iconfider
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1 confider politenefs as the child of good;
nature ; though there are inftances where the
one may exift without the other; yet it is almoft
impoffible for a young woman, who is poffeffed
“of the latter amiable "quality, to remain long
deficient in the former, if fhe has any oppor-
‘tunities ef mixing in genteel life ; for a defire
of pleafing, with the precaution of not being
troublefome, is doubtlefs the beft firu@ure for
true polifenefs. Lord Chefterfield, in his Let-
‘ters on Politenefs, fays, that a friend of his has
defined good breeding to be the refult of <« much
good fenfe, fome good-nature, and a little felf-
denial for the fake of others, and alfo with a
. view of ebtaining the fame indulgence from
them.” As to abfolute rules for politenefs, I
flatter myfelf, _thpfe would be unneceflary; for
I have the pleafure of obferving you poflefs a
native civility, which I confider as its founda-
tion ; and, indeed, the modes of it muft vary
according to perfons, places, and circumftances 3
H 2 - _for
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for the fame behaviour that you would adopt to

one who is greatly your fuperior, would be im-
proper to ufe to her who is your inferior;

therefore, , obfervation and experience will be

your beft direGors, and good-humour and civi-
lity your ableft guides.

The defire of being pleafed is univerfal ; and
.if the defire of pleafing was fo too, politenefs
might then have its foundation in virtue, be
confidered as a moral duty, and be included in
the principle of doing to others what one withes
they fhould do to us. There are, indeed, fome
moral duties of a much higher nature, but
none of a more amiable onc: and, like Lord
Chefterfield, I am inclined to place it at the
head of the minor virtues.

A ftudied attention to the little wants, and a
_defire to anticipate the withes, of thofe which

chance or inclination brings into your company,

.
18
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it one ‘of the firft duties which you owe fo-.
ciety ; and a carelefs negligence to pleafe, is
one -of the moft unpardonable things you can
be guilty of ; though, I grieve to fay, it is a
ftriking failing in the young people of the
prefent age.. But, in being civil, avoid being
ceremonious 3 yet always beware of freedom
and familiarity. Let your condu& to' your
fuperiors be refpe@ful, .but not humiliating ;
to your equals be courteous and affable; and
¢o your inferiors, gentlé and cendefcending.

Politenefs, when attached to a vittuous cha-
rafker, admally embellifhes that which feems
met to require amy other ornament; and fo
“firong is its influence on the human mind, that
it feems even to.caft a veil over :mperfc&tons,
as I-fhall fhew in the two fol}owmg examples.
) !
Mary, queen of Scotland, whofe misfor-
tanes have been univerfally deplored, though
H 3 - her
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her fiilings have been highly. condemned,
might ‘have attributed the commiferation of
the former, in a great meafure, to the fweet-
nefs of her manners, and the affability of her
difpofition. Her bebaviour to’ her attendants
- was at once fo mildly .gentle, and fo fweetly
condefcending, that any of them would almoft
" have facrificed their lives to have preferved her
exiftence. ' '

, Joan\,i queen of Bfaples, whofe inbumanity
" and cruelty I have before had occafion to -
mention, was yet fuch an adept in artifice,
and was fo fenfible that a polith of manners
was a frequent dpology for an abandoned
courfe of life, that, by her condefcenfion,
perfuafion, . and’ politenefs, fhe ';.bfolutely
" blinded ' the minds of her Judges, and at
length induced them to pronounce her in-
nocent ! _

Bertrade,
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Bertrade, w1fe of Philip the Firft, king of
France, though unamiable in her chara&er,
and defpicable in her condu&, yet was pof-
fefled of fuch an interefting fweetnefs of man-
ner, that even thofe who defpifed found it .
impoffible to avoid being pleafed with her.
So completely infatuated was Philip by this
artful mede of behaviour, that, though he was
‘acquamted with her endeavours to deftroy the
life of his fon by a former marriage, yet he
found himfelf incapable of withftanding the
foftnefs of her pleadings ; and not only forgave
the crime, but appeared to have his affeion
augmented by her p.retendcd forrow.

>

. If. polith of manners, and elegance of ad-
drefs, can have the power of making an un-
amiable charalter attrattive, with what fupe-
rior advintages" muft it be viewed when it is
attached to goodrefs and virtue! and_ how
dfﬁrgblc an acquirement ought it to be - ta

' H 4 . .- young
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young people, if they confider that a polite
addrefs is abfolutzly a general pafipact to uni-
verfal ﬁvour'

It was the.fweetnefs of Catherine’s manners,
more than the charms of her perfon, that en-
faved the heart of the Emperor Peter. The
latter might attra@ his eye, but the former
fecured his efteem, rooted his regard, and was
the means of exalnng her to the Ruffan
throne !

. All Englifh hiftorians are nnanimous in thoir
defcription of Lady Jane Gray, and all aicribe -
to her a fweetnefs of manner that at once cap-
tivated the mind, fecured .the heart, and called
forth the admiiration of all beholders. '

In the exaltod account which is given of the

- Countefs of Bridgewater, the elegance of her
manners, the fweetnefs of her behaviour, and
‘ - the
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the affability of her addrefs, conflitttes ne tris
fling part in the praife which is beffowed upon
her chara@er; and if they are not the mofk
ftriking features for admitation, they certainty
are traits which muft infure affeQtion, -and

create efteem.

OAQavia, the amiable wife of the inhuman
Nero, has been more celebrated for the fweet-
nefs of her manners than for the fuperiority of
her underftanding ; and though.‘ her condu& was
calculated to call forth admiration, yet it was
Ihll more llkcly to infpire Iove.

If arguments were wanting to enforce the ne-
ceffity there is for young ladies habituating them-
felves to the prattice of politenefs, I might urge
as a motive, the ftrong inflience they are univer-
fally allowed to poflefs ‘over the minds of the
other fex. Thofe men who are beft judges ‘both
of the failings and perfeions of human nature,

HS are
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are willing to afcribe the polith of their man-
neérs chiefly to the influence of virtuous and ele-
gant-minded females, in whofe fociety they have
imperceptibly loft that innate roughnefs which
is their peculiar chara&eriﬁic} and I am fure
you will allow the neceflity of not bcing defi-
cient in any accomplifhbment you may hereafter
be called upon to teach.
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FRIENDSHIP. -

SENTIMENTS.

1t requires time to deliberate upon friendfhip ; but the refolution once taken,
my friend is entitled to the fectets of my heart; and I Jook upon my thoughts
to be as fafe in his breaft as my ewn.

. Never condemn a fnend unheard, without letting bim know both his accufes

and his crime, Senecas

THE ancients ranked friendthip in the fe_
cond clafs’ of human virtues ; and many
are the inftances recorded in hiftory, where its
energy has produced effeéts that almoft might -
- ’ " nb be
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be confidered as divine. Of all the paffions that
adorn human nature, that of friendthip is cer-
tainly the moft fublime, becdufe the leaft felfith -
affetion of the foul; for honour, franknefs,
and generofity, are the fuperftru@ure on which
it is cftablifhed. Amjdft the various ties and
dependencies which conftitute the bappinefs of
life, it is the mat delicate, and ygt she moft
fragile. Woealth cannot purchafe, titles cannot
obtain it; and the great, alas! rarely enjoy the .
blefling ! It cannot exift in a vicious mind, and
only thrives in a fympathetic one.

The word friendfhip is at prefent generally
underftood to be a term of little import, or ex-
tending merely to a preference of liking or
o&eem "This I confider as a fhameful proftitu-
tion of a word that eught only ta be attached tor
an exalted chara@er, and a foul capable of the
woft difiatérefted altions. In the cheice of a

" griond,
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friend, much care is neceffary, and much pre.
caution ought to be obferved ; but good fenfe,
good-nature, and firm principles; are abfolute
requifites in the compofition. A weak mind is
incapable of attachment; a bad tel:nper would
foon weaken the ftrongeft ; and want of princi.
ple muft deftroy it. Dr. Johnfon obferves,
that fa many qualities are neceflary to the pofii-
bility of friendfhip, and fo many accidents muft
concur to ifs, rife and continuance, that the
greateft part of mankind content themfelves
without it, or fupply its place with intereft and
dependence, : ‘

If fricndthip was really fo extraordinery a
produétion, and of fo rare a3 growth, hiftory
would not teem with fuch various proofs either of
its difintereftednefs or exiftence ; and thofe who
have endeavaured either to leflen or debafe the
fentiments, are, in my opinion, guilfy of an
injury to fociety., Perhaps, yow will be afto-

' nithed
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nithed that, in the inftances I have fele@ed for
your obfervation, with the intent of controvert-
ing the Do&or’s opinions, I fhould have drawn
them from the male inftead of the female charac-
. tery but as hiﬁory has not furnifhed me: with
proofs of fuch great and difinterefted friendfhip,
.in our fex as I have found in the other, I
thought it right to record thofe which were moft
.impreffive ; though, at the fame time, I am in-
clined to believe, we are equally capable of an
exalted attachment ; and F have no doubt but
if all the a&ts of refined friendfhip which the
female heart has inftigated, had been recorded
in the page of hiftory, it would hav§ been as
highly adorned by the account, as it has been by
the following examples of:- the other fex.

The friendthip of Damon and Pythias was
founded on affeion, eftablifhed on efteem, and
confirmed by principle. Damon had the mif-
 fortune to fall under the difpleafure of Dionyfius,

g - ' the
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the Sicilian tyrant, whofé breaft' was a ftranger
- to the fenfation of compaffion. ' To create dif- *
pleafure, was to forfeit exiftence; and to mur-
mur at a decree, was to infure its immediate
execution. Damon repined not at the feverity
of his fate, yet ardently wifhed to award the
blow. He had a wife and children in a diftant
paré of the country, whom he longed to prefs to
his tortured bofom before the dreadful moment
arrived that was to feparaze them for ever! Py-
thias, apprifed of his - friend’s defire, prefented
himfelf before his inhuman judge, and earneftly
befought the indulgence Damon withed for,
yet dared not expe&, offering to furrender his
own perfon as a pledge for his friend’s return,
The fingularity of a man’s offering his life in,
the place of a condemned 'crimiﬁal," when fo
many circumftances might prevent the punétua-
lity of his return, made an impreffion on the
c4llous heart of Dionyfius, and he granted the
requeft; but, at the fame time, allowed -fo
‘ " fhort
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fhort a period for Démon’s abfence, that it ap-
peared almoft impofible for him ta be back by
the day fixed upon for his execution. The time
for his return drew near, and the heart .of Py-
thias exulted in his abfence! To doubt the heo-
. mour of his friend, .or diftruft his fincerity, was
impoffible ; and he knew that adverfe ‘winds
only could have prevented his pun&uality. Cu-
-giofity induced the tyrant to pay a vifit to the
poble-minded Pythias, who, delighted at the idea
of faving the life of hisfriend, ardently prayed that
be might not return. It was in vain that Dio.
nyfius endeavoured to perfuade him Damon was
unworthy of his friendfhip, and had formed the
excufe of vifiting his family for the purpofe of
* prefesving bis own life, and facrificing that>of
his friend ! He grew indignant at the bafe idea,
and boldly vindicated the honour he had fo often
txied ! The bour of execution at length arrived,
" and the intrepid hero alcended the feaffold
with a heast aaimated by friendfhip, and glow-
’ ing
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ing with affe@ion. Death was robbed of all
its terrors; and the profped of faving the life of
the. man .he loved, made it appear arrayed in

.fmiles] The people had crowded around the
fcaffold, whilft aftonifhment and admiration was
vifible in every countenance. The executioner
was going to ftrike the fatal blow, when the
cry of ¢ Stop,” arrefted his uplifted hand, and
Damon rufhed into the arms of Pythias breath-
lefs with hafte, and tortured with apprehenfion !

¢“ You are fafe, my friend, my much-loved

Pythias |’ he exclaimed; « and oh, ye gods!
ncuvcmytlnnh'”

« Oh fatal hafte, and cruel impatience{* re-
plied the dejedted Pythias. < ’_l;riumphant had
I fallen, if my Damon had been fpared ; but as
the gods have oppofed my wifh of dying for
thee, ftilt T will not be wholly d;fappmntod, for
we will bleed togethcr g ‘ :

Se
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So affeling a fcene foftened even the ad-
mantine breaft of Dionyfius; and the heart
which had, hitherto been infenfible to pity and

" . compaffion, felt for once its divine influence !

Rifing from his feat, and approaching the two
friends, he congratulated them u_poﬂn the ftrength
and delcacy of their attachment; and then,
with a genérofity wholly unexpected,. beftowed
life upon Damon, and happinefs upon Pythias.

* Alcander and Sepfimius were two Athenian
fudents, whofe mutual tafte for the arts and
fciences became the foundation of their future
friendfhip, and they were fcarcely ever feenapart..
Although Alcander’s breaft was animated by
that tender fentiment, a ftill more lively one
found entrance, and the fair Hyp;'tia became.
the obje& of his love. He declared hi.s padfion,
and was accepted.  Septimius happened to have

left the city, when his friend firft faw the
blooming fair one, and did not return until the

day
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day fixed upon for his marriage. The moment
that introduced him to the view of fuch perfec-
tion, was fatal to his peace; and the ftruggle
between love and friendfhip became too violent
for his refolution. A fudden and dangerous
fever attacked him; and the unfufpicious Al-
cander introduced the obje&t of his affeGtion to
affit him in his unwearied care of his friend.
Thhe moment the phyficians beheld Hypatia
enter, they were no longer at a lofs to account
for their patient’s illnefs; and calling Alcander
afide, they informed him of the nature of it,
and alfo exprefled their fears that Septimius’s
recovery was impoffible ! Tortured between the
dread of lofing the friend of his heart, and
agonized at the idea of relinquifhing the obje
of his affetion, his anguifh for fome moments
deprived him of utterance; but recovering that *
fortitude which had ever marked his condu&,
he flew to the bedfide of the apparently dying
man, agd promifed to renounce his claim to
' ' Hypatia, '
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Hypatia, if fhe confented to a union with Sep. -
timius. Whether Hypatia had not been ftrongly
attached to the amiable Alcander, or whether
compaffion urged her to accept the hand of his
friend, I cannot fay, but they were united,
quitted Athens, and went direétly to Septimius’s
houfe at Rome. Hypatia’s friends, imagining
Alcander had relinquifhed his betrothed bride
for the fake of a rich reward, commenced an
actian againft him for a breach of promife ; and
the judges, biafled by the reprefentations of his
enemies, ordained that he thould pay a heavier
fine than his whole property amounted to. The
wretched Alcander was now reduced to the moft
melancholy fituation; his friend abfent, his
miftrefs Joft, and his own charaer figmatized
with bafenefs! Being abfolutely unable to pay
the demand, his perfon became the property of
‘his oppreflors, and he was carried into the mas-
ket place, and fold as 2 common flave, A Thra-

cian merchant became his purchafer, and for
: ‘ fevenal
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feveral years he ‘endured a life of torment. At
length liberty prefented itfelf to his view, and:
« the oppqrm;xity of flight was not to be rejected.
Alcahder ardently embraced it, and arrived at
Rome in the dufk of the evening. Friendlefs,
hopelefs, and forlorn, the generous Alcander
_had no place of fhelter, and neceffity cgmpclledi
him to feek 2 lodging in a gloomy cavern. T'wo’
robbers, who had long been-fufpefted to fre- -
quent that fpot, arrived there foon after mid-
night, and difputing about their booty, fortu~
. nately did not perceive his prefence. One of
~ them at length was fo exafperated againft his
campanion, that, drawing a dagger from his
fide, he ‘plunged it into his heart, and lefc him
weelteririg in his blood at the mouth.of the cave,
Alcander’s. miferies had been fo accumulated,
and his diftrefles fo undeferved, that his mind at
length was worn down by his aflictions, and he
became indifferent to every thing around him,
In ¢his fituation he was difcovered, and dragged

. to
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to a coprt of juftice, as the murderer of the
man” whofe body had been found in the cave.
Weary of exiftence, he did not deny the charge;
and fentence was going to be pronounced aghinft
him, when the murderer, fmitten with a pang
of confcience, entered the court, and avowed
the fa@! Aftonithment feized every mind, but
particulariy that of the judge that was going to
- condemn him, who, exam'i.ning the countenance
of a man capable of fuch fingular condu,
difcovered the features of the once-loved Alcan-
der! Riﬁng from the throne of juftice, and
flying to the bar of guilt, he caught the un-
kappy fufferer in his arms, and, after fhedding
over him tears of joy and compaffion, prefented
him to the fenators as a man whofe difinterefted
condu& bad been the means of preferving his
‘own exifttnce,

. Never was a ftronger friendthip between two
men than that which fubfifted between Cicero.
' - and

]
’
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and Lezlius; but, by tranfcribing the real fenti-

ments of the latter upon that exalted fubject, I

fhall give you a perfe& idea both.of its ftrength
and delicacye '

« Of all the gifts of nature or fortune, (fays
Lzlius,)‘ there were none, I think, comparable
to the having Cicero for my.friend. I found in
our friendfhip a perfeét conformity of fentie
ments in refps&'to'public affairs, and an inex-

.hauftible fund of council and fupport in private
life ; a tranquillity and delight not to be ex-
prefled. I never, to my knowledge, gave
Cicero the leaft offence; nor ever heard a word
efcape him that did not pleafe me. We had

but one houfe, and one table ; the frugality of -
which was equally the tafte of both. In war,
in travelling, and in the country, we were never. .

feparated. 1. need not mention our fludies, and.
the defire of us both always to learn fomething 3.
. for this was the employment of all our leifure
' . hours,

— e -
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hours, whenever we were removed from the
fight and cemmerce of the world.”

Can you, my beloved girls,' condeive any hu-
man felicity to be greater than that which Lalius
experienced from fuch an exalted friendfhip ?

What a confolation is it to have a ﬂecond felf,
from whom we have nothing fecret, and into
'whofe heart we may pour. forth our own with a
perfect effufion! Profperity is imperfe& to thofe.
who have no one to thare their jofs 3 and ad-
verfity is almoft infupportable to them who
kave no ane to pity it? Indeed, I am inclined
to believe there-is'not a being in exiﬁencé, who
would deliberately accept of all the wealth and
all the afluence this world could beftow, if of -
fered them: upon the fevere terms of being dne
connelted with 2 fingle mortal whem they could”
love, or by whom they fhould be treated with
affe@ion. This would be to lead the wretched
life of a detefed tyrant, who, amidft perpetual
4 - fufpicions
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fufpicions and alarms, paffes his miferable days
a ftranger to every tender fentiment ;' and utterly
precluded from the heartfelt fatisfation of pure
friendfhip. But you, my dear girls, can never
be ftrangers to that noble paffion; the ties of‘
confanguinity will ftrepgthen the bonds of
friendfhip, and’ the claims of relationfhip aug-
ment your tendernefs.
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INGRA;I:ITUDE..

SENTIMENTS.

Ingratitude wounds the mind, pxercel the heart, lnd does an irreparable in-
jury to human nature,

Ingratitude is more hancful -than 3 pﬂﬂcﬂdal vapour, and more dclm&vc
to focicty than a band of robbers,

Ingratitude is fo dangerous 10 itfelf, and fo detérable to.other pegple, that
one would i mngnp naiure bad fufficiently provided agairft the pralice of ity
wnllwul the necemly of enforcirg it by law. Not to return one good offic: for

5 is ab y.inh 5 but to return eyil for good, is diabolical.
t Semeca.

R

MIDST the various vices to which human
nature is prone, and which mark the degra-
dation it has fuffered, none more frikingly

evince its debafcment than the pra&ice of sngra-
;maI:.
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_ tityde. For other vices, and other failings, rea-
fon may be able to aﬂign‘_a caufe; but for that
the muft fearch in vain. That kindnefs fhould

_ever be returned with cruelty, or affeCion be

"_treated with negle&, is humanity’s thame, and

man’s difgrace ! '

It is certain that ingratitude can only find
exiftence in a deptaved mind, a corrupted heart,
and the breaft that is a ftranger to every virtuous .
fentiment ! There is fomething fo contrary to
honour, fo repugnan;: to humanity, and fo de-
void of principle, even in the bare-forgetfilnefs
of favours, that thofe who are capable of prac-
tifing !fuch a mode of condud, are thought of
with contempt, and treated with fcorn.

Seneca obferves, that it is one 'man’s ba-ppzmy}

‘0 give, and another’s misfortune to receive; but
.the gratification which a liberal mind would
enjoy fram the power of conferring bencfits,
12 the
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the ungrateful man totally deftroys, and depnvs .
“benevolence of its juft reward. In fhort, in-
gratitude is fo contemptible in itfelf, and fo
gencrally defpifed by the world, that nought
but authenticated faQs could prove that fo de-
teftable a vice was really in exiftence; but,
amongft the various inftances which hiftory has
recorded to prove it fo, none can be attended
with more aggravating circumftances than 2
* ftory accidentally met with in Sigon’s account of
" Barbadoes, which Mr. Addifon.has given his
readers in the author’s words, and which I fhall
alfo begin with in relatmg the followmg exam-
ples of it.

Mr. Thomas Inkle, a young London mer-
-chant, was the third fon of a wealthy citizen,
who had carefully inftilled into his mind a love
of gain, and a defire of acquiring wealth ; and this

. propenfity, which he had xmbxbed from precept,
. and felt from nature, was the gund inducement
) for
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for him to try his fortune in the Weft Indies.
Inkle’s perfon was abfolutely the reverfe of his
mind ; the former was manly and noble ; but
the latter, mean and contralted. During the
voyage, the Achilles (which was the name of
the veffel in which he had embarked) -put into a
creek to avoid the fury of a ftorm; and young
Inkle, with feveral of the party, went-on fhore,
to take a view of a fcene 0 entirely new. They
had not travelled far up the country before they
were obferved 'by a party of the Indians, and

fear and apprehenfion lent wings to their flight. -

Inkle out-ran his companions; and, breathlefs
with terror, fought fecurity in the thicket of a
foreft. He had not long'remained in that for-
lorn fituation, when his aftonithment was called
forth by the appearance of a youthful female,
whofe benignant countenance feemed inftantly
to compaflionate his forlorn fituation. Genﬂe-
nefs and fweetnefs was difplayed in every fea-
ture; and ‘when Inkle, by figns, acquainted

) 13 - her

~
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her with his forlorn fituation, fhe evidently
proved that fympathy was confined to o parti-
cular climate, and that humanity depcnds not
upon the colour of the fkin.

The generous Indian was a woman of high
birth; and knowing that the tendernefs fhe- felt
for the unfortunate ftranger would be difpleafing
to her parents, fhe felt the neceffity of difguifing
it. She carried Inkle to a remote cave, fup-
plied his wants, and daily adminiftered to his

"comforts, Her affe@®ion in time became fo
' feong, that fhe fearcely could exift but in his
prefence. Fearful that he fhould grow weaty

. of his confinement; fhe ufed to watch the.op-
"portunities of her parents abfence, and then.
condu@® him. into the beauteous groves with

which that country abounds; then perfuade him
to lie down and flumber, and anxioufly watch
- by him for fear he fhould be difturbed ! His little
dwcllmg was adorned with all the art that pa-
tive
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tive elcganCe- could fuggeft, and unfidfpe&ing -
innocence efnploy, to make it appear pleafing
to her lover’s eyes. At length Yarico had the
happinefs of finding Inkle underflood her lan-
guage, and had the felicity of hearing himy ex-
prefs the ftrength of his gratitude, and power of -
his love. Inkle was conftantly reprefenting the
joys that would await them if they could once
return to England, -and painted the excefs of
his paffion in fuch ‘glowing colours, that the un-
fufpe@ing Yarico could not doubt its fincerity,
and at length promifed not only to become the’
partner of his flight, byt daily watch the arrival .
of fome vefle) <o promote -it. The withed-for
ob,e& foon ippmed : the unfufpicious Yarico
left the abode: of her doating parents, and, for-
getfu? of her duty, thought only of her affec-
tid= The fhip in which they had embarked
was bound for Barbadoes, and all Inkle’s ideas
of acquiring wealth returned,with double force.
Lavy which had been a tranfitory paflion, and
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which had acquired its foundation.in intereft,
now yielded to a fuperior elaim. His freedom
once obtained, the means were totall'y forgot-
. ten, and the unfortunate Yarico confidered as 2
tax upon his bounty. As foon as the veffel ar-
rived at Barbadoes, the merchants crowded
round it for the purpofe of purchafing their
flaves. The defpicable Inkle was animated at
the- fight, and refolving to relieve -himfelf of
what he confidered as a iaurdcn, offered .the
beauteous Yarico to the beft-bidder. - It was in
vain that fhe threw herfelf on her knces before
him, or pleaded her tendetnefs and affe@ion ; the
heart that could be dead to gratitade was loft to
love; and the unfortunate Yarico was doomedts
a life of flavery I -

A foldier, in the fervice .of a Macedoninm
king, was fhipwrecked on an ifland at fome
diftance from the court as he was going to tmal-
a&t fome bufinefs of impomnoe for the goe-

' ol
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ral. Although he was in a fubaltern ¢apacity, his
bravery and courage had obtained him the favour
of his fovereign; and: the fhipwreck happening
at the time that he was expecling promotion, was
a calamity of the fevereft nature. Forlorn and
deftitute, caft upon an unknown ifland, the fole
furvivor of ‘the unfortunate crew, he found his
fpirits finking under his calamities, when his
hopes were revived by the appearance of a
ftranger, who accofted him with humanity, and
faluted him with kindhefs. Hearing of his mif~
fo-rtunes‘, his heart {ympathized in them ; and
inviting him- to. his houfe, he gave him the
 ftrongeft proofs of . his liberality. After having
- furnifhed. him with ‘clothes, and fupplied him
with.'money, . he ‘procured a veffel to-carry him
to the place of his deftination, and defired thét,
whenever he.wanted a home, he ivoaxld confider
the little “farm he occupied entirely as his own.
The foldier exprefled his gratitude, admired the
beauty of the place, - -and promifed, when he .
15 made
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- made his fovereign acquainted with the' mif
‘fortune that had befallen him, to mention
the benevolence with which he had been
treated. As foon as he had executed his
commiffion, he returned to. Macedon, and,
after defcribing his diftrefles in the moft
glowing colours, requefted, as a reward, the
very farm which was. occupied by the gene-
rous ftranger. "Philip, not fufpeing fuch
ingratitude could exift in a human breaft,
inftantly orderéd it. to be purchafed for hun,
and the amiable pofleffor was turned out of
an abode which had been inhabited by his
forefathers for feveral generations. As Phi.
~ lip was known to\be the avenger of the in-
jured, and the redrefler of the opprefled, the
farmer refolved to reprefent his gueft’s ingra-
titude, and, going to Macedon for that pur-
pofe, humbly folicited an audience. Fired
with indignation, and exafperated with rage,
the king inftantly fent for. the "ungrateful

foldicr,
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foldier, and, after exprefling his difpiafure, -
and ordering him to reftore the eﬁate, he pre-
fented it as a gift to its former owner.
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TRUTH.

SENTIMENTS.
When a mad lofes his integrity, he lofes the foundation of his virtul.

"RUTH is fo great a perfe&ion, that an
ancient philofopher obferved, if the Al-
mighty thought proper to render himfelf vifi-
ble to man, he would choofe light for his body, -
and truth for his foul. The advantages which
are attendant upon an habitual love of truth,
and 2 conftant praitice of its precepts, are fo
ftriking to every thinking mind, that it is abfo- -
lutely aﬁoﬂiﬂxin’g, that, even from motives of
policy, it is not univerfally prattifed.
: The
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The happinefs 1 have hitherto experienced,
my beloved girls", from obferving that you have
a deteftation to falféhood, and an abhorrence of
every kind of deceit, was the reafon of my not
fooner entering upon a fubje& which I confider
of the utmoft importance; but as. I was con-
vinced  your natures required neither examples
to allure you to the habit-of truth, or deter
you from the pradtice of falfehood, I did not
intend lengthening out my advice: but when
I refle@ that the ftronge@® virtue may be

- fhaken, and the firmeft principles fubdued,

by bad example, I cannot refift the inclina-
tion I feel to firengthen the amiable propen- ‘
fity which nature has beftowed, and intreat
you always to, recolle that truth and fince-
. rity are the bafis of every virtue; and that
deception and hypocrify are the foundation
of every vice. - If at an age when the heart
15 warm, w'hen the emotions are ftrong, and
when nature is expe@ed ‘to fhew herfelf free
‘ ' and
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and open, you could then fmile and deceive,
what fhould I expe@t when you were longer
praiced in the artifice of the world? Difi-
mulation in youth is the fure forerunner of
perfidy in old age; and its firft appearance
is the fatal omen of growing depravity and fu-
ture fthame. The path of truth is plain and
cafy, but that of falfehéod is a perplexing
maze. One artifice unavoidably leads on to
another, till, as the intricacy increafes, you
are loft and entangled in your own fnare.

As you value, the'refore, the approbatioxx"af
‘heaven, the efteem of the world, and the af-
feCtion of your friends, cultivate that love of
truth which has hitherto ‘been my gratification .
and your glory.

Amidft the ‘various amiable qualities which
bave been attributed to Calphurnia, the wife
of Julius Cafas, that of her lave for fincerity,
: and -
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and adherence to truth, is particularly mentioned
with the applaufe they merit.

Ariftotle, the Macedonian philofopher, being
afked what 2 man could gain by telling a falfe.
hoad, replied ¢ Not to be credited when he
fpeaks the truth.”

Petrarch, a celebrated Italian poet, refided in
the family of Cardinal Colonna, by whom he
was loved for his virtues, and efteemed for his
abilities. A violent quarrel having happened
which that nobleman was anxious to know the
foundation of, that he might do juftice to the
injured party, he affembled all his houfehold,
and compelled them to take a folemn oath that
they would reprefent the circumftances with
fairnefs and impartiality ; and even his brother,

" the -bithop of Luna, was called upon to make

the facred affertion: hut when Petrarch appeared,
with an intent of following the bifhop’s example,
' the
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the cardinal inftantly clofed the book, faying,
« As to jou, Petrarch, your word is fufficient.”

Zenocrates, an Athenian philofopher, was fo
highly celebrated for his truth and veracity, that
one day, when he approached the almr; to con-
firm by oath the truth of what he had afferted,
the judges unanimoufly declared bis word was a
Jufficient evidence, and would not fuffer him to
take the cath,

Woas I to write volumes with an intention of
convincing you of the advantages which. refult
from the habit of fpeaking truth, or the honour
which is obtained by. the pra&tice of it, I could
not convey a ftronger proof of either, than what
may be derived from the above little hiftorical
anecdotes of Petrarch and Zenocrates.
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VIRTUE. e

SENTIMENTS, ~~
There is fo wonderful a grace dttached s-7Eitde; that even the werkt of che-
ralters acknowledge its power, t (ney are incapable of feeling its effe@re
86 powerful is the influence inue, and fo gracious the defigns of Provi-
dence, (hu every man hy‘ guid: whhm his own boﬁm far the praQtice of it,
Seneca.

VIRTUE is 2 word of fuch general accep-
tation, that it takes in all théfe qualities

that adorn the mind, improve the charater, and

add a dignity to human nature. But in this fec-

tion
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tion I intend confining its bounds, and mérely
naming it as the greateft ornament of the female
charaer, and as the mfeparable companion of
modefty and delicacy. ,

_ : - 7

The virtue to which I here allude, is cam-
pofed of fo fine a texture, that the brcatb of
furmife would taint, and the: blaft of ﬁ.lfytdon
become its deﬁm&ron

Reputation is a}&mﬂe’a choiceft pofleflion,
and it 1. peceflary to guard it with unremitting
care. The Mgwseft deviation from general fornis-
has fometimes boen whe means of tarnifhing it )
and thofe errors which have had innocence for
their foundation, have frequently teen conftrued '
into indications of guilt,

. As your éandu@ is Liable to the feverity of
the morofe, and the criticifis of khe ikliberal,
how neceffiiry i it, my beloved girls, that your

. actions
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actions fhould be fubmitted to the guidance of

: caution,‘that they may never become the food.of
flander, or the fuftenance of rcprroach.l Yetdo
not imagine that I am enda;'vouring to rob the
feafon of youth of thofe joys to which it is en-.
titled, or fubftituting ferioufnefs in the place of
' gaiety; for I think that innocent cheerfulnefs
of heatt, which is the natural attendame upon
yonth, one of its greateft ornaments; yet, in
the midft of gaiety, I would have you attend to
caution, and, fm-rmna‘d by pkafufc, be gmdd
. by propriety. ‘
In your intercourfe with the world, you may
have the misfortune ta meet with charallers
who, unr_l&r the appearance of prometing yoar:
happinefs, may be. aiming at the deftrugtion of
your virtue ;-and whilt alluring you to a bed of
rofes, may be artfully concealing. the thorns ¥
But ' if, to obtain pleafure, they advife you to.
a& contrary to principle, -theis- foquty is conta<.

glous,

'
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gious, and you ought to avoid it with as much
caution as a peftilential vapour.

Let your manners to the other fex be open
and unaffefted, free from the embarrafiment of
prudery, or the freedom of familiarity:.yet do
not fuppofe I wifh to prevent your réceivin'g,
_with coadefcenfion, thofe little attentions which
smic the effe® of politenefs, or the efforts of
good-nature; but beware of fuffering the fighteft

 deviation from refpe, ‘or the moft trifling in-
fringement upon delicacy.

* The Romans had fo high a veneration for the
very names of virtue and chaflity, that they
.ereed temples.and altars in honour of their
exiftence; and fo tender were the females of
their charaer, and fo. anxious to preferve it
from blemith, that they would have preférred.
death o the misfortune of having it tarnifhed.
Amongft the numberlefs inftances which might
g : be
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be brought to prove the truth of this affertion, I
fhall give the ftory of Lucretia the preference.
Sextus Tarquinius, fon of the inhuman Tul-
lia, was a young man of the moft depraved dif-
pofition: his paffions had never fubmitted to
controul, nor his inclinations to reftraint; and
if he felt‘ an unlawful defire, his i_)rinciplbs never. .
oppofed the gratiﬁcation of it. Chance had
introduced him to the acquaintance of Lucretia,
the wife of Collatinus, a general in the Roman
army; and all the fchemes which artifice could
invent, or paffion fuggeft, were made ufe of to
win her affetion from the worthy Collatinus.
At length finding that, inftead of infpiring ten-
~ dernefs, he had created abhorrence, he refolved
to adopt a different mode of conduét, "and, un-
fheathing his fword, vowed he would bury it in,
her fpotlefs bofom, if fhe did not confent to let
him become the partner of her bed. Death the
virtuous Lucretia would willingly have preferred
t0
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‘to difhonour; but the inhuman monfter declareil
that he would kill her flave, lay him by her
fide, and then publifh to Collatinus that he had
committed the a& to punith bis injuries, and to
avenge bis difgrace. The unfortunate Lucretia
too well knew the depravity of the wretch who
threatened to doubt for a-moment his intention
of executing; and ‘the horror of having -her
fame traduced, and her chara@er ftigmatized, at
Jength induced her to confent to his bafe propo-
fals: but the next morning fhe fent a meflenger
to the camp, requefting her hufband would
come to her immediately ; and dreffing herfelf
in deep mourning, fhe went to her father’s
hoyfe, and there waited the general’s arrival.

Collatinus, who ‘loved his wife with the
moft unfeigned affedtion, inftantly oheyed the
fummons; and, with a heart animated with de-
dight at the profpec of behalding the obje@ of
* his tendernefs, flew to the houfe of her fatﬁer,

%3 . where
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iv‘here he was told fhe had retired. But how
was he fhocked when he beheld her ! Inftead of
the fmile of joy, and the embrace of tender-
nefs, with which he was accuftomed to be
greeted, his welcome was announted by a flood
of tears, and a groan of anguifh! Many mi-
nutes glapfed before the was able to account for
' Aéhis»melancholy' alteration, or reply to the’ ten-
der interrogations of her tortured hufband. At
length checkmg the violence of her emotions,
-fhe began by aﬂ'urmg him of the ﬁrength of her
affetion, and the tendernefs of her attachmient,
and then proceeded to -defcribe the whole ,c‘om
duét of the inhuman Sextus; and, after decla-
ring her inability to fupport a life that had been
difgraced by difhonour, fhe drew a dagger from
" her robe, and plunging it into her bofom, fell
lifelefs at her diftratted hufband’s feet.

An Arabian.prince, of the name of Merwan,
in his rage for plunder -and perfecution, made
4 himfelf



192 VIRTUR.

himfelf mi_ﬁer of a convent, and was fo eapti-
vated by the beauty of one of the unfortunate - .
nuns, that he refolved the fanétity of her cha-
raler fhould be no prote@ion againft the bru--
tality of his defires. ‘The amiable young
woman ﬁndmg it impoffible to make an im-
preffion on his principles, or elude his power,
at length refolved to try the effe® of artifice,
and informed him fhe was in. the pofleffion
of a fecret to make an ointment that would .
render thofe invulnerable who ufed it, and re-
quefted permiffion to retire to her cell, and
prepafe it.. Delighted at the profpe& of be-
coming invincible, Merwan inlhntiy permit-
ted her to retire, and prepare for him the
precious uncion. In a fhort period fhe re-
turned, difplayed her throat covered with oint-
ment, and defired he would draw his fabre, and
prove the efficacy of the preparation. The .
vicious Merwan, incapable of an exalted ac-
tion himfelf, had no idea of it in another ; and
not
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not fufpeting it poflible that the beautiful nun
could prefer death to difbonour, iixﬂantly drew
the weapon, and aiming a violent blow at the
part he imagined invulnerable, was fhocked and
aftonifhed at beholding the object of his love

inftantly fall, deprived for ever both of fenfe -

and life !

When the prince of Thracia took pofleffion
of the city of Thebes; inftead of becoming the
prote&or of innocence and virtue, he inhu-
manly proved himfelf its deftroyer; and, amongft
thofe wha fell 'vi®ims to his lawlefs paflion,

. was a young lady whife name was Timoclea.

Shocked at the indignity fhe had received, and
exafperated ‘againﬂ: the author of it, rage and re-
fentment took pofleffion of her mind ; and inviting
him to a room wherein there was a v.vell, fthe+

informed him her riches were buried ‘in it. The

prince, unfufpicious of her defign, ' inftantly

* flooped down to gratify his curiofity ; and Ti-
K moclea,
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moclea, availing herfelf of his fituation, ‘in-
fantly precipitated” him to ‘the bottom. The
a&tion being' difcovered, fhe was immediately
* apprehended, and carried before Alexander as
‘the murderer of one of his captains ; but the
moment he was informed of the injury fhe had
fuftained, he not onl.y‘ pardoned the act, but
reftored her to liberty.

* Peter, the czar of Ruffia,” was a man of great _

abilities, but very ftrong paffions, and indulged
them at the hdzard both of his peace and ho-
nour. Having been captivated by the b&uty of
a young lady at Mofcow, he made her the moft
_ fplendid offers to induce her to liften to his love,
and tormented her fo!continually with the de-
claration of his paffion, that, to avoid his per-
fecutions, fhe refolved to quit Mofcow, and re-
tire to fome remote fpot, where her virtue
might be fecure from his attacks, and her deli-
cacy be fpared the mortification it conftantly re-

T : ceived :
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ceived: but being thoroughly ‘acquainted with
the czar’s difpofition, the was convinced, that
if fhe informed her pa'rents of her intention, it
would be a means of involving them in diffi-
culty and diftrefs; and therefore fhe withdrew .
herfelf from their prdte&ion without giving
them the flighteft hint of her defign ; and going
to the heufe of an old woman-who had nurfed
her, defcribed her fituation, and intreated the °
hufband to dire@ her to a place of fafety,
where fhe would be likely to be unfought for,-
and undifcovered. The man, who was a wood-
cutter, advifed her to fecrete herfelf in a wood
adjoining his cottage, and offered to build her a
little hut to fhelter her from the inclemencies of
the weather. Accuftomed, as fhe had always
been, to the elegancies of life, how great muft
have been the alteration, -and how fnclanchofy
- the change! yet, fupported by virtue, and pro-
te&ted by innocence, fhe forgot grandeur, and
met poverty with refignation! Her parents
were inconfolable for I’Ier'lpfs; and the czar’s

K 2 difappointmen
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difappointment was evinced in all his aQions,

Spies were fent into different parts of the coun-

try, and great rewards were offered for the dif-
covery of ‘her perfon. The unhappy father
and mother were the firft objects of his refent-
ment : but when he became fenfible they were

unacquainted with their daughter’s flight, he

endeavoured to confole inftead of increafing their
Jorrows. 'Twelve months elapfed, and no tidings
were heard; and it was univerfally imaginéd

this amiable young woman had found fome

means of ending her exiftence to avoid the

czar’s perfecutions : but at length fhe was dif~

covered by a colonel in the Ruffian fervice, who,

fhooting in the wood, was ftruck wit_il the fight
of her humble dwelling, embofomed in the

deepeft recefs. But if he was aftonifhed at be-

holding an habitation in fo unfrequented a fpot,

how much more fo was he, when he viewed its

lovely inmate, and heard her reafans for having

- chofen fo forlorn an abode! The impreffion of
aftonifhment was foon converted into fentiments

4 ‘ of




VIRTUE. 197

of tendernefs ‘a'nd efteem; and, after imparting
the joyful intelligence of their daughter’s exift-
- ence to her difconfelate 'pare.nts, he informed
“them of the imprefion her virtues and beauty
had made upen his heart, and earneftly intteated
their confentto his marriage. The parents con-
fidered themfelves too much the colonel’s debtor
to deny their confent, and the czar was cau-
tioufly informed of the young lady’s exiftence.
Struck with fo uncommon an inftance of deli-
cacy and virtue, he refolved it fhould not go un-~
rewarded : and fendmg for the colonel into his
prefence, informed him he would not only attend
the marriage ceremony, but beftow upon him the
hand of the moft virtuous woman in his domi-
nions; and, in addition to it, gave him with hér

three thoufand roubles a year.



198 CONTENTMENT.

CONTENTMENT.

SENTIMENTS.

_ The foundation of content mu& fpring up in a man's own mind ; and he who
bas fo litile knowledge of buman natute as to feck tappinefs by changing any
thing but his ewn difpefition, will Wage his time in fruitefs efforts, and muliipy -
the griefs which he wifhes to temove, ' Yobnfen,

A d mind is a inval feaft; and the pleafure of the danquet s
greatly augmented by knowing that cach man may become his own entertainers

A CONTENTED temper is one of the
greateft bleflings that can ‘be enjoyed,

and one of the moft material requiﬁfes for the
difcharge of focial duties. The mind that is
_continually




. CONTENTMENT. 199
t;'ontinually repining at -its lot, and lamenting.
the miferies of its fate, at'length becomes fo
habituated to the practice, that it forgets its own
unworthinefs, and, by conftant murmurings,
grows inipious towards its Maker. Difcontent
may be termed a gangrene, which preys upon
the vitals, infe@s the whole conftitution with
difeafe, and at length totally deftroys the plea-

“fure of exiftence !

If I was.defired to give an allegorical defcrip-
tion of contentment, I fhould term it the off-
fpring of Piety, the fifter of Reﬁgnatxon, and
the parent of Cheerfulnefs. )

: ' N

Mr. - Addifon; in “one of his excelle{)t dif-

courfes, obferves, that the,:re are but two things
which ought to deprive us of cheerfulefs of
heart. The. firft of thefe {fays that elegant
ivri_ter) is a fenfe of guilt; for no man can be
“eafy or tranquil whofe confcience convicts him
K 4 . of
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of a&s of impiety, or .deeds of defperation s -
and the fecond proceeds from a doubt or dif-
belief of the exiftence of a Supreme Being.
¢ There is fomething (fays the author I have
juft quoted) fo particularly gloomy in the laft
idea, that it is no wonder the being who indulges
it thould be ihcapable of cheerfulnefs.”

For my own part, I confider contentment as
a duty which I owe my Maker ; and cheerful-
nefs as another which 7 owe fociety. A re-
pining, gloomy temi)er is, doubtlefs; one of the
greateft misfortunes that can be attached to hu~
man nature, and yet certainly one that is leaft
intitled to pity, becaufe it is brought'on b} pee-
vifhnéfs, and nurtured by captice. )
Can you., my beloved girls, look abroad into
the world, and behold the, miferable objects
_with which it abounds, without fccling-‘ your
' hearts
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hearts glow with gratitude to the Authot of your
own felicity ! Can you fee wretchednefs pining
under want, difeafe ftruggling with poverty,
and virtue bending under the tyranny of oppref-
fion, without adoration to your Maker for an
exemption from fuch calamities?

Your fituation has hitherto been fo fortunate
as to preclude the entrahge of a repining
thought; for, devoid of v;'a'nt, you muft be
happy ; and, unufed to difappointment, it is im-
pofible you fhould complain: But the day of
affi@ion may arrive, and_' the funfhine of prof-
perity may be veiled in a cloud of darknefs !
The profpe&t which .is now fo enlivening may
be fuddenly overfhadowed, and a dreaty, gloom
fucceed the brilliant view ! Then will be the
time for the exertion of fortitudé, and the prac-
" tice of contentment and till then neither cah

be called into a&xon
- - K5 . : Little
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Littlé merit can be afcribed to thofe who are
contented with a lot which abounds with feli-
éity, or who appear fatisfied becaufe they have
no opportunity for complaint. Contentment
can only be confidered as a virtue when trials
have talled forth fortitude, and misfortunes have
produced refignation. .

Hiftory abounds with inftances of exalted
chara&ers, who, from habitual contentment,
have defpifed wealth, difdained powér,‘and even
declined regal dignity, though their ftations
were humble, and their fortunes. circumfcribed.
Highly as thofe actions have been applauded,
and great as they certainly appear, I fhall pre- -
fer giving you the hiftory of a poor foldier,
whom Do@&or Goldfmith accidentally. met with,
to «every other I ever read; as I confider it
the fineft leffon in favour of contentment that
can be fele@ed either from the paft or prefent
. age. ) L
¢« No
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¢ No obfervation is more common (fays the
authar I have juft quoted) than that ong half of
the world are ignorant how the other half lives.
The misfortunes of the great are'lhgld up to en-
gage our attention, are enlarged upon in tones
of declamation, and the woi'ld is called upon to
gaze at the noble fufferers. There is nothing
magnanirfxgus in bearing misfortunes with for<
titude, when the whole world is looking on,
-and fympathizing in the diftrefs: but he. who,
in the vale of obfcurity, can brave adverfity,
. who, without friends to encourage, acquaint-
ance to pity, or even without hope to alleviate,
his misfortunes, can encounter them with fortia
tude and tranquillity, may ceftainly be con
fidered as a truly great chara@er.

The Story of the difabled Soldier.

.« Accidentally meeting: (fays Dr. Gold-
‘fmith) a poor fellow, whom I knew when 2
K6 boy,
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boy, drefled in a failor’s jacket, begging at one
of the outlets of the town with a wooden leg, I
was anxious to become acquainted with the cir-
cumftances that had reduced him to his forlorn
fituation; for knowing him to have been both
honeft and induftrious, I felt an intereft in his
misfortunes, which induced me to reql;e& he
would oblige me with the relation of them.”

¢ As to my misfortunes, Mafter,” replied the
deroi¢ philofopher, ¢ I can’t prétcnd to have
gone through more than other folks; for, ex-
cept the lofs of my limb, and the being obliged
to beg, 1 don’t know any reafon (thank heaven f)
that T have to complain. There is Bill Tibbs,
of our regiment, has loft both his lcgs, and an
eye to boot; but, thank God' it is not fo bad
with me yet.
- & T was born in Shropfhire. My father was
a labourer, and died when ¥ was five years old;,

' and
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and fo then I was put upon the parith: but as
he had been a wandering fort of 2 man, the
parifhioners were not able to tell to what parith
he belonged, or where I was born; and fo they
fent me to another parifh, and then fent me to a
third. I thought, in my heart, they kept fend<
ing me about fo long, that they would not let.
me be born in any parith at all : but, however,
at laft they fixed me. I had fome difpofition to
be a fcholar, and was refolved at leaft to know
my letters ; but the mafter of the workhoufe
put me to bufinefs as foon as'I was able to han
dle a mallet; and here I lived an eafy kind of
life for five years, I only worked ten hours in
the day, and had meat and drink provided for
my labour. It is true I was not fuffered to flir
out of the houfe, for fear, as they faid, I thould
run away: But what of that ! I had the liberty
of the whole houfe, and the yard before the
door ; and that was énough for me, I was then
bound out to a farmer, where I was up both
early
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early and late: but I ate and drank plentifully,
and liked my bufinefs well enough, till he died,
and then I was obliged to provide for myfelf,

. and fo then I was refolved to go and feek my

fortune. In this manner I went from town to
town, worked ‘when I could get employment,
and ftarved when I could get none. But hap-
pening one day.to go through a field that be-
longed to a juftice of the peace, I fpied a hare
crofling the path juft before me, and, as ill luck
would" have it, without thinking what I was
about, I threw my ftick at the poor animal,
firuck it on the head, and laid it fprawling at
my feet.” Juft as I had tucked it under my coat,
who fhould I have the misfortune to meet but
the juftice himfelf! He called me a poacher
and a villain; and collaring me, defired I would
give an account of my breed, feed, and genera-
tion : and though I gave a true account of my-
felf, ‘thc juftice doubted it; and fo i was found

. guilty




CONTENTMENT, 207

guilty of being poor, and fent up to Newgate, in
order to be tranfported as a vagabond.

¢« People may fay this, and that, of being in
jail, but, for my part, I found Newgate as
agreeable a place as ever I was in in my-life. I
had my bellyful to eat and drink, and did no
work at all. But this kind of life-was too good
to laft for ever; fo T was taken out of prifon
after five months, put on board a thip, and fent
off with two hundred more to the plantations,
We had but an indifferent paffage ; for Bein'g all

confined in the hold, the greateft part died for - ‘i

the want of freth air; and ‘thofe who recovered
were fickly enough, God knows. When we
came afhore, thofe which remained alive were
fold to the planters, and I was bound for feven
years more. * As I was no fcholar, I was obliged
to work amongft the negroes ; but I ferved my
time out, as I was'in duty bound to do. When
it was expired, I worked my paflage home;

and
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and right glad wasI to fee Old England once
again, becaufe I loved my country. I was
afraid, however, that I fhould be indiced for 2
vagabond once more, fo did not much care to
go down into the country, but kept sbout the
town, and did little jobs when I could get

~

them. ,

¢« T was very happy in this manner for- fome
time, till one evening coming home from work,

two men knocked me down, and then defired me -

to fland. They belonged to a profs-gang, and |
was carried before the juftice; and as I could
give no account of myfelf, I had my choice;
 either to go on board 2 man of war, of t6
Lift for a foldier. I chofe the latter ; and irf this
poft of a gentleman 1 ferved two campaigns in
Flanders ; was at the battles of Val and Fon-
tenoy; and received but one wound, through
the breaft, which our dofor foon cured.

: ' & When




CONTENTMENT. 209 -

¢ When the [;eace came, 1 was difcharged ;
but as T could not work, becaufe my wound
was fometimes troubléforﬂe, I lifted for a land-
man in the Eaft India Company’s fervice. I
have fought the French in fix pitched battles;
‘and I verily believe, that if I could read or
write, our captain would have made me a cor-
poral : but it was not my good forturie to have
promotion ; for I foen fell fick, and fo got'lea.ve
to return home again with forty pounds in my
pocket. This was at the beginning of the pre-
fent war; and I hope& to be fet on fhore, and
to have the pleafure of fpending my money;-
but the government wanted men, and fo I was
prefled for a failor before I ever fet my foot
on land.
© ¢ The boatfwain fancied T underftood my
bufinefs, (though God knows I was quité igno~
rant of it,) and ufed to flog me for faults I could

not corret; but as I had fill my forty pounds
' in
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in my pocket, I lookg:(‘l forward to better days.
But my happinefs was of fhort duration; for
our fhip was taken by the French, and all my

money torn from me.

¢ Our crew was carried into Breft, and many
of them died becaufe they were not ufed to live
in a jail; but, for my part, it was nothing to
me, becaufe I was feafoned. One night, as I
_ was fleeping on my bed of boards with a warm
blanket about me (for I always lovedto lie well)
I was awakened by the boatfwain, who -had a
dark lanthorn in his hand. ¢ ]acl;,” fays he to
me, ‘¢ will you knock out the French centry’s
brains I 1 don’t care, fays I, (ftriving to keep
myfelf awake,) if I lend a hand.” ¢ Then fol-
fow me,” fays he ; ¢ and I hope we fhall do the
bufinefs.” So up I ‘got, and tied ‘my blanket
(which was all the clothes I had) about my
middle, and went with him to fight the French.
Though we had no arms, one Englifhman is
able
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able to bcat five French at any time. So we
went down to the door where both the centncs
were pofted, and, ruthing upon them, feized
their arms in a2 moment, and knocked them
down. From thence nine of us ran to the
quay, and taking pofleffion of the firft boat,
got out of the harbour, and put out to fea. In
three days we were taken up by the Dorfet
privateer, who. was glad to meet with fuch a
number of ftout hands. But here Fortune
did not favour us; for we fell in with the
Pompadour privateer, of forty guns, which
was feventeen more than the Dorfet. ‘But
to it we went, yard-arm and yard-arm. The
fight lafted three hours; and if our men
bad not been all killed, I verily believe we
. fhould have obtained the viory | I was*once
more in the hands of the French, and fancy it
would have goné- hard with me, if I had not
been retaken by the Viper. I had almoft forgot
to tell you, Sir, that in the engagement I lofk
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my leg, and four fingers off my left hand: But
if T had had the good fortune to have met with
the accident on board a king’s fhip inftead of a
privateer, I fhould have been intitled to cloath-
ing and maintenance all the reft of my life ; but
that was not my chance.~ One ‘man is born
with a filver fpoc;n’ in his mouth, and another
with a wooden ladle. However, blefled be
God, I enjoy good };ealth, and will for ever love

+. liberty and Old England! Liberty, propetty,

and Old England for ever, buzza!”

. Such an inftance of fortitude, and fuch am
example of contentment, I have fcarcely met
with in the page of ‘hiftory ; and I am con-
vinced, that if the unfortunate foldier had been
placed in fuch a fituation of life as to have renw
dered his condu& confpicuous, he would have
immortalized his namé by fome heroic exploit :
for the refignation with which he endured mif-
fortune, the cheerfulnefs with which he en-

‘ countered
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countered adverfity, and the contentment with
which he fupported oppreffion, could only have
arifen from true greatnefs of mind.

But if an untaught, uneducated, and negle&t-
ed being, could cheerfully encounter an accu-
mulation of misfortunes, and' gratefully ac-
knowledge that others were -more miferable
than himfelf, what a leflon ought it to be to
thofe whofe minds have been informed By pre-
‘ cept, and inftru@ed by religion, to fupport
advegﬁty' with Tefignation, and diftrefs with
fortitude ! ‘And if your fituation, my beloved
girls, {hould ever be fuch as to require the ex-
ertion of thofe- qualities, I flatter myfelf thh
the hope, that the recolleGtion of the poor
foldier’s contentment will infpire you with the
- wifh of imitating " his virtues 3 and at the fame
time remeﬁxb‘er that poverty can only be attended
with thame, when .vice accompanies the ac-

tions
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tions of its pofleflor ; for, as Mr. Pope juftly

obferves, ' . ’
Honour and fhame from no condition rife:

A& well your part—there all the honour lies.
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'PASSION AND ANGER.

SENTIMENTS,

It is much eafier to check our’paffions in the beginning, than to ftop them ja
their courfe. '
Our paffions are a difcafe whidh, by fieqnency and negle&, become fatal, -
) Senwca,

PASSION and anger are propenfities fo con-
trary to that foftnefs which is a female’s
greateft ornameht, that it even feems difficult to
fuppofe it poffible they could ever obtain ad-
miffion into the mind: yet, unamiable as they
are
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" are in appearance, and dreadful as they have
been in confequences, they too frequently have
contrived to enter, to the deftru@ion of gentle-
nefs, the banifhment of peace, and the total
overthrow of domeftic comfort.

Do&or Blair, in his excellent difcourfe upon
the Dominion of the Paflions, fays, ¢ the hiffory
of all mankind has ever been a continual tra-
gedy ; and the world a great theatre, exhibiting
the fame repeated fcene of the follies of men
fhooting forth into guilt, and of their paflions
fermenting by a quick progx:efs into abfolute
“mifery.” Melancholy as this pi@ure appears,
1 fear there is too much truth in the obferva-
" tion : but if you would avoid falling under the
difgraceful cenfure, always oppofc the very be-
ginning of paffion; and as foon as you find the
tempeft rifing, have recourfe to every proper
method of allaying its violence, or of efcaping
to a calmer fhore. |

Anger
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Anger and refentment are fo turbﬁkm; in
their effells, fo pernicious in their. éonfquencs,.
and fo deftrutive to the peace and order of fou
ciety, ‘that it is wonderful the defire of felfe
gratification fhould not be fufficiently powerful -
to root out fuch troublefome companions fiom
the human breaft; yet, though -all”are wil.
ling to acknowledge the bad tendency of
pafion, few will. take the trouble of endea.
vourinig to eradicate the deftruive evil; and
though. they blame the failings of their neigh-
bours, ‘they are partially blind to their own im«
perfetions. '

. It has long been the fubterfuge of the paf-
fionate and revengeful, to throw that odium
upon nature which ought only, to be attached
to themfelves, and to fay they are born with
paffions which it is abfolutely impoffible for
them to fubdue 3 and therefore, however outra-
geous their altions may appear to fociety, or

L . however
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however deftrutive they may prove to the
happinefs of thofe v_vith. whom they are con-
ne&ed, ftill they are objé&ts more deferving of
pity than meriting blame,

. This mode of arguing may be very fatisfac-
tory to themfelves; but I am convinced that
even you, my dear Louifa, (who are certainly
prone to the indulgence of paffion,) will ac-
knowledge both its weaknefs and injuftice: for
if, as a child, you are capable of fubduing re-
fentment in the prefence of thofe whofe dif-
pleafure you ftand in awe of, how much more
.able to acquire that afcendency over their paf-
fions muft thofe be, whofe judgments are ripen-
ed by years, and improved by obfervation!

Let me then conjure you, ;ny beloved girls,
if you value my peace, or your own felicity,
to endeavour to a't':quire an abfolute afcendency
ever your paffions; and, inftead of nourifhing

’ reféﬁtment,
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refentment, check it in its firft approach. Cul.
tivate a kind, generous, and fympathizing tem-
per, which feels for diftrefs, and ftretches out
a hand to relieve it. Thus you will be kept -
free from that conftant irritation which imaginary .
injuries are continually creating in a fufpicious
mind; to the deftrudion of its repofe, and the
banilhmgnt of its peace.

That weak heads or bad hearts fhould be-
under the dominion of paffion, is neither ex<
traordinary or uncommon ; but that great ta-
lents, or fuperior abilities, fhould have been
difgraced by the indulgence of fo lowering a
pradtice, is at once inexplicable and aftonifh-
ing; yet, amongft the following examples,
which I have fele@ed from hiftory for the pur- -
éofe of inducing you to guard agai}lﬁ the
flighteft appearance of paffion, 'you will find
that even royalty has been ftained by its indul-

L2 gence,
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- gence, and great abilitics been dlfgmced by its
prailice.

Elizabeth, who, as a quec-n, fands unrivalled
in the page of hiftory, and whofe fuperior abi.
litics were calculated to call forth univerfal
admiratian, tarnithed her glory, and difgraced
her charaler, by the unjuftifiable indulgence
. fhe gave her paffions: for who can read of a

queén 'having placed herfelf- upon a level with
 ome of the meanoft of her fubjedis: by giviag
blow to the favourite of her affeQions, without
defpifing her fury, and feeling contempt for
the being who, in defiance of all delicacy, was
fa great a flave to her paffions ? :

‘In the life of Frederick, king of Pruffia,
there is a_remarkable anecdote related ‘of his
fiter, which neither tells to her honour, or is
recorded to her credit.

' A cuftom-
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A cuftom-houfe oficer, in the difcharge of his

* duty, feized fome filks which were intended for
the princefs, becaufe they had not been entered
according to the eftablithed rule, and by that
means had avoided paying the accuftomed

duty. ,, :

"The princefs, enragod that any of her bro-
ther’s fubjo@s fhould venture to detam ber
property, vommanded the cuftom-houfe officer -
to appear before her ; and, forgetting the foft-
mefs .of hor fex, amd the dignity of ber cha-
mler, upbraided hitn @n Ao vory gentle lmne
guage for (what flve bermed) the ampertinence
of his condu®. The man, conicious that he
.- had only properly difcharged the duties of his

ftation, prefumed toremonftrate upon her dif-'
~ pleafure; and this circumftance fo entirely put
the princefs off her guard, that, running up te
him with fury dn her afped, fhe not only
' _‘x. 3 o londed -
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loaded him with abufe, but ftruck him feveral
blows upon the face. o

Olympias, wife of Philip, king of Macedon,
was a ‘woman of fo turbulent a fpirit, and un+
governable a temper, that the ‘king found it im-
poffible to live with her upon terms of peace .
or cordiality; and though he once loved her
with the moft unbounded affe@ion, yet the
' _> violence of her temper, ‘and- the depravity of
her’ heart, foon taught him to conquer his
. tendernefs; and finding fhe was nejther to be
 won by perfuafion, or intimidated by fear,
" he fued for a divorce, and was afterwards mar.
ried to Cleopatra,

A lc;vely form is often the coyering to a
‘turbulent temper. Roxaha, a BaQarian prin-
cefs, whom Alexander the Great had brought
into captivity, was fo tranfcendently beautiful,
that it was impoﬂiblé to behold her without
SRR admiration; -
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" admiration; and the hero who had fubdued
thoufands, found himfelf enflaved by her charms.
Too -generous, to ta'ke advantage of Roxana’s
fituation, he fued for that which he- had a right
to demand, and fancied himfelf the happieft
of mortals, when Roxana confented to fhare
his throne. But though her perfon was lovely, B
her mind was vicious, and her paflions ftrong
and ungovernable ; and, after the death c;f Alex-
ander, fhe rendered herfelf fo obhgxious to the

people, that a party was formed againft her,

and fhe was put to death.

Zenobia, ~wife of Odenatus, king of the
,Palmyremans, ‘Was a woman endowed with a
mafculine greatnefs of mind; yet thofe hifto-
rians who have extolled her for feats of bra-
very, and a&s of valour,  cannot avoid cen-
furing her for the indulgence of pa!iion, and
the pradice of cruelty; and though fhe pof-
fefled many virtues, yet thofe vices ‘were_ fuffi-

- o ciently -
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ciently great to throw a thade over the brighteft
of them. . . '

Zoe, wifc to the emperor Romanus, bad,
from her infancy,. yielded to the dominion of
ber paflions; and whoever opppled the grati.
fication of them, were certain of feeling the -
weight of her refentment; for her anger was
exceflive, and her fury without housds. Deaf
to the veice of principle, snd loft <o a fnfe
‘of virtue, fhe put no check to the violence
of her defires; and even the life of her huls
band fell a facrifice to their accompiiﬂnnent;
for havipg fallen in love with a youog man
whole prrfon was attraltive, the contrived to
bave the emperor murdered, and then made him-
ber partner in the throne!

If to paint vice is to repder it defpicable,
the inflances I have now fele@ed will be fuf-

cipatly numerous for that purpofcs; and you
will
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wdl feel as repugnant to the praltice of it, as
if ‘1 had written volumes upon the fub)e&
~ Whilft T am anxious to guard you againft the
approach of paffion, I am folicitous that you -
_fhould corre@ every appearance of harfhnefs.
Let not eafe and indulgence contra& your af-
feQtions, or wrap.you, up in felfith enjoymerits:
accuftom yourfelves to thmk of the diftrefles
of human' life ; and’ though you are exempted
from them, yet harderi not your hearts againft
another’s fufferings; but cheerfully contribute
to the relief of woes you never felt; and mi-
feries you have the good fortune never to have
endured.

I have niow only to conjure you, my beloved
girls, to let truth be the guide of your hearts,
and fincerity the ditator of your aéhons Avoid
artifice, adhere’ to honour, and umformly prac-
tife the duties of benevolence. “Imprefs your
minds with the original agd natural equality of

, ' man,
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man, and by thofe refleGtions check the ap.

proaches of prefumption. The advantages of

birth, and the fplendour of fortune, are trifies

when compared with greatnefs of mind; and it

is 6nly thofe who can bear profperity without

arrogance, and adverfity without meannefs, who
deferve to be confidered as truly great.
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ON FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES.

. SENTIMENTS:

‘Then Perer came to him, and faid, Lord, bow oft fhall my brother fin againft
me, and I forgive him ? till feven times? Jefus faith unto him, 1 fay hot unto
thee until jsven times, but unt.l feventy times feven.

: Matthew, chap, xviii, wr: 21, 22,

. CCUSTCMED, as we are, to offend our

Maker; and to tranfgrefs the laws his wif-

~ dom ordained, how is it poffible that creatures
" fo frail can be dead to the voice of intreaty and
fupplication ? Or how can we prefume to beg -
remiffion of our fins, if we refufe our pardon to

~

an offending brother ?
' ' R Amidft

/=
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Amidft the various duties which our religion
enjoins, none is more calculated to infure the
happinefs of its poffeflor, than the prattice of
that virtue which is to become the fubjeck of the
prefent fe@ion; for it exalts the mind, refines
the feelings, and imparts to the whole character

an appearance of perfedtion,

A virtue which had the fan&ion of our Sa-
viour’s recommendation, ‘we might naturally
imagine would be brought into univerfal prac-
tice; yet how feldom do we fee that real Chrif-
tian forgivenefs which he fo ftrongly recom-
mended to his difeiples ! And how rarely do we
find a mind that is capable of returning ﬁmdu_/i
for eraelty, or good for evil |

_ In that beautiful dxfcourfe which our Saviour -

‘delivered upon the Mount, he emphatically en-
forged the practice of this duty ; and appealing
to their feelings in the fublime language of fcrip-
. ture, he addrefled his auditors in the following
"words : ¢ Yehave heard that it hath been faid,
 an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 2 tooth.
s But I fay unto you, that ye refift not evil: byt
¢¢ whofoever
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& whofoever fhall fmite thee on thy right cheek,
4 turn to him thy other alfo.” And in another
part of the fame enlightened fermon he makes

ufe of this firong and expreffive language : < If’

4¢ ye forgive men their trefpafles, your heavenly
¢ Father will alfo forgive you: but if ye for-
« give not men their trefpafles, neither will
< your heavenly Father forgive you.”

This inftruive leflon of charity and forgive-
nefs, the divine Author of it uniformly pratifed;

for even at the awful moment of refigning his.

exiftence, he intreated the pardon of his inhuman

. morderers. < Father, forgive them, for they

« knéw not what they do!” were almoft the
laft words our blefled Saviour uttered ; and after
fuch an inftance of mercy and forgivenefs, who

can remain callous to the intercefions of a fels

Jow creature?

Hiftory, which records both our virtues and

ow vices, gives many charming inftances of

females famous for this virtue. 'The firft ‘which

1 fhall fele& for the obfervation of my children

occyrred fo late as the fifteenth century,

Cathermc
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Catherine of Arragon, the unfortunate wife
of that tyrant Henry, whofe picty has been the
fubje& of a former chapter, praifed the virtue
of forgivene(s in a moft eminent and refined de-
. gree; for though fhe had been degraded from
her throne, banithed from her palace, and de-
prived the affe®ion of a man whom fhe loved
with the fondeft tendernefs, yet, at the very
moment of refigning her exiftence, fhe endea-
_voured to prevent the author of her misfortunes
from experiencing that remorfe of conicience
which the death of a perfon we have greatly
- jnjured generally infpires; for fhe not only af-
fured him of her entire forgivenefs, but informed
him fhe ‘had prayed to the Almighty to pardon
him likewife. The following letter, which
was written a few hours before her death, will
more fully evince the ftrength of her attach-
ment, and the forgivenefs of her injuries, than
whole volumes v’vr\itten upon the fubject.

¢ My moft dear Lord, King, and Hufband,
¢« THur hour of my death now approach-
& ing, I cannot chufe, but, out of the love I
¢ bear you, to advife you of the health of your
¢ foul, which you ought to prefer above all
: ¢ confiderations .
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<’ confiderations of the world or flefh whatfo.
£¢ ever ; .for which you have caft-me into many.
¢ calamities, and yourfelf into many troubles :
<« but I forgive you all, and pray God to do fo

¢ likewife. For the reft, I recommend unto"

¢ you Mary our daughter, befeeching you to
4¢ be a good father to her, as I have heretofore
%¢ defired. I muft alfo intreat you refpe@ing
¢ my maids, that you will give them in mar~
#¢ riage; and to all my other fervants a year’s
. % pay, befides their due; leaft otherways they
¢ fhould -be unprovided for, Laftly, I make
« this vow; that my eyes defire you above all
« things! Farewel. . . Catherine,”

In this interefting epiftle we can eafily trace
the charity of a Chriftian, the folicitude of a
parent, . the intereft of a friend, and the care of
a proteétrefs ; and no one a& of this amiable
princefs’s life does greater honour to her charac-

ter, than that which fhe perf’ormed at the clofe

of it.’

It feems to have been the pecuhar pnvxlege
of Henry the Eighth to convert cruelty into
bndmf:, and injuries into bIe_’[ ngs ; for Anna

Bullen,
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Bullen, the ill-fated wife of that infidious ty-
rant, even at the moment the was ' conducted to
the f{caffold for the purpofe of refigning her fitu-

ation to & mew favorite, openly avowed her af.

feion for her deftroyer, and her forgivenefs of
the injuflice with which fhe had been treated;
declaring, that as fhe had been condemned by the

law, fhe fubmitted to it without a- murmwr;

though fhe knew that at that period the king's

will was the prevailing law, and that her judges .
knew no other guide. Her addrefs to the peo-

ple who attended her facrifice, is a convincing

proof of the force of affe®ion, and the power

of forgivenefs.

¢ Good Chriftian people, I am come hither..
¢ to die; for, according to the law, and by the
¢ Jaw I am judged to die, and therefore I will
¢ not fpeak againft it, I am come hither to
¢ accufe no man, nor to fpeak of that whereof
¢ I am accufed, and condemned: but I pray to
¢« God to fave the king, and, fend him long
' ¢ to reign over you; for a gentler'and more
¢ merciful prince there never was; and to me -
¢ he was ever a good, a gentle and a fovereign
“ lord; and if any perfon will judge my caufe,
- ¢« T require
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« ] require them to judge the beft ; and thus
4 1 take my leave of you all; andlhaﬂtly
¢ defire you all to pray for me.”

The lovely and unfortunate Lady Jane Grey,
~ whole life was a model of human excellence, is

defcribed by her biographers as pofleffing the.

virtue of forgivenefs in.a moft eminent degree
for fhe evinced no fign either of difpleafire or
refentment againgt the inhusean being who com-
manded her death, but refigned her exiftence to
the will-of the enfanguined Mary, with as uich
compofure as fhe did her crown, ‘

- Although the duty of fargivenefs is fo Sriflly -
enjoined in many parts of the facred writings,

and our Saviour particularly enforces the prac-
tice, yet it is impoflible tb feel that regard for 2
perfon who has snjured usy which we naturally
experience towards thofe who ‘have done ‘us
kindnefs; and though we are commanded to
return good for evil, we are not expe&ed to be.
flow love for hate.

Previous to the-death of Mary de Medicis,

ibc Was anxious to receive the holy facrament ;
N and

S
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and the pope’s legate was accordingly fent for to
perform the facred rite which the church of
Rome ordains. The mifery fhe had endured
through the intrigues of Richlieu was not to be
effaced even at that awful moment ; and it was
. fome time before the legate could convince her
of the neceffity of being in charity with all
mankind, if fhe expe@ed to receive the mercy
of heaven. At length, convinced of the duty
of forgivenefs by the forcible arguments of heér
auguft confeflor, fhe affured him that the pardon-
¢d Richlieu’s offences ; but upon being intreated
to fend him fome token of her amity, and pre-
fent him cither with a ring or bracelet, fhe ex-
claimed, ¢ This is too much,” and expired.

i A beautiful inftance of the true fpirit of for-
givenefs is recorded in the life of the duke of

" Guife; and as it proved him poflefled of true

magnanimity of mind, I fhall give it a place in
my listle hiftory, The duke, being informed
that a Proteftant gentleman had obtained admif-
fion into his camp for the fole purpofe of affaffi-
nating his perfon, fent a meflenger, requefting a
private interview, and, in confidence, demanded
whether the report was true ? The man, who
' A ' had

\
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had thought it no difhonour to become a mur-
d:rer, would have confidered himfelf difgraced
by uttering a falfehood, therefore candidly avow-
ed the intended-crime. The duke heard the afe

fertion with furprife ; but calmly enquired whe-
ther he had done him any injury, or whether any
part. of his family had been fufferers from his
conduét? ¢ Your Excellence (replied the in.
¢ fatuated man) never did me any kind of in-
¢ jury ; but as you are a powerful enemy to my
< yeligion, I thought I thould do a fervice to that
¢ by depriving you of life.” ¥ Well, my friend,
(faid the great and truly religious man,) © if -
$¢ your religion incites you to affaffinate me, my
$¢ religion tells me to forgive you : therefore
« you have nothing to fear from my refent-
¢¢. ment.”

An anecdote, fomewhat fimilar, though not’
fo interefting as this, is related of the emperor
Adrian, who obferving the embarraflment of a
man that had been his greateft enemy previous to’
his obtaining the imperial diadem, exclaimed,
«'My good friend, you have efcaped ; for Fam

€. an emperor.”’

The
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The different ftations which are marked for
the two fexes, prevents females from being able
&0 difplay " this exalted, virtue in that eminent
degree which I have juft defcribed; yet, in
the beautiful ' language of fcripture, ¢ gffences
& will come ;” and women, in the milder walks
of life, have frequent opportunities of pare
doning them, and of pra®ifing a duty which
in cither fex is amiable, but in our's abfoiately
seceffary. : :

To obferve 2 young woman nurturing refent-
ment, or cherifhing animofity, is one of tha
moft unnatural objeéls in the creation : though
bifiary and ebforvation soo fully proves, that

_they are frequeatly both iarl-bmrbd and une

forgmmg

Olympias, daughter of the king of Epirus,

_was at an carly age united to the Macedonian

conqueror, who loved her with a moft fincere
and ardent tendernefs; yet in a fhort time be-
came {0 completely wretched, that he ablolutely

" wifhed for the termination of his life. Impe.

rious, cruel, vindi@ive, and refentful, his home

. became a fcene of difquiet ; and not all the gra-

tification
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tification he derived from conqueft could com-
penfate for the lofs of domefftic blifs ! Harrafled
by her petulance, and wearied by her caprice,
he at length refolved upon an abfolute feparation ;
and, after going through the ufual forms of a-
divarce, he: made the niece of his general the
partner of his throne.

Enraged at what fhe confidered as a perfonal
indignity, the haughty princefs became criel ;
and her hatred againft the king arofe to fuch
an height, that it was generally believed fhe
confpired againft his lif. Whether this crime
is to be laid to her charge, none of the Grecian
hiftorians have been able to determine ; but that
- fhe applauded the conduét of her hufband’s mur-
_derer; was fully proved by her own acions ; for
when the body was hung upon a high gibbet, for
the purpofe of deterring others from fo atrocious
a crime, fhe had the head adorned with a golden
crown; and in a few days afterwards the body
was taken down, apnd burnt with the fame ho-
nours as were beftowed upon the king’s.

A mind that was capable” of fuch deep re-
venge, could doubtlefs perpetrate the moft inhu-
’ . man

-
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. man deeds; and fome years after the death of -

Philip, when the competitors for the throne of
. Macedon, by the chance of war, fell into her
hands, her condu¢t proved the depravity of her
heart. The ill-fated Aridaeus had. been ac-
knowledged king ; and his union with Eurydice
ftrengthened his claim to the throne; but, inti-
midated by the fuperiority of Olympia’s army,
the foldiers fled to her ftandard ; and the royal
captives were placed within her power. Then
it was ‘that the cruelty of her difpofition, and
the unforgiving propenfity of her hature, was
fo wantonly and barbaroufly difplayed ; for the
- royal prifoners were not enly inhumanly deprived
the light of heaven, but were inclofed within
_fo fmall a dungeon that they could not even tum

their miferable bodies ; and the fcanty portion of

fuftenance that was allowed them, was thrown
through a hole that-admitted air. ~ The barba-
rous woman, perceiving that this inhumanity

to her unfortunate prifoners excited the com-

paffion of her fubjecs, at fength refolved to put

them to death’; and a band of Thracian foldfers .

were ordered to enter the prifon for the purpofe
- of ﬂaughtcrmg the defencele(s monarch., Not
fatisfied
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fatisfied with a fingle vitim, her refentment could
only be appeafed by the death of his wife, to
whom fhe fent a poignard, a rope, and a bowl
- of poifon, allowmg her the privilege of chufing
her inftruments of death '

" Refentment like this may be faid to ftain, the
pageof -hiffory ; and though.there are few in-
ftances of fuch difgraceful charadters, yet public
. juftice is often'made the dupe of private pique,
and innate rancour fupplies the place of re&i-
tude. A remarkable inftance of this nature is
recorded in the hiftory of the emprefs Elizabeth,.
unjuftly dignified with the title of the Humane.

"This princefs, who was daughter of Peter-the
Great, immediately upon afcending the Ruffian
throne, entirely abolithed capital punifbments,
and by that means obtained the title juft de-
fcribed ; but though death was not fuddenly in- .
flied, it was flowly infured ; and the moft ftu- -
died tortures were fubftituted in the place of the
fatal .blaw | The unfortunate countefles of Bef-
¢uchef and Lapookin excited the refentment of
their fovereign, by having commented with too
much freedom upon the fubje& of her amours 3

and
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and nat chufing to make their converfation 2 pre-
tence for accufing them, the treacherous queen
pretended to have difcovered a fecret correfpon-

dencé between them and the French ambaffador, - |

for which they were condemned to receive fifty

ftrokes with the knout in_the public market- .

place, to have their tongues cut out, and then to
“be banifhed to Siberia.

- Inftances like thefe, my beloved girls, create
a kind of inftin@ive horror in a mind of feeling
and fenfibility ; yet you may derive from thgm
an inftructive leffon ; and whilft you obferve to

what an excefs of depravity the human heart is .

capablé of attaining, learn to corre& the imper-

- ﬁﬂiom of your own !

FINIS,
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